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Editorial 
Gary N. McLean 

I have just received word from Dave 
Akin, Senior Editor, Scott Publishing Co., 
that many of the suggested changes to the 
listings of Korean stamps in the Scott Stamp 
Catalogue have been made for the 2015 edi-
tion. These changes have been listed on the 
KSS website for some time in our effort to 
get Scott to make the changes. In addition to 
the changes made, there are additional 
changes suggested that will be incorporated 
for the 2016 catalogue as soon as they can 
be documented with full size pictures. 

 
We owe a debt of gratitude to Harry 

Penn, our webmaster, for his persistence in 
bringing these needed changes to the atten-
tion of the Korean philately community and 
for helping Scott to get the record correct. If 
you see any additional changes that should 
be made, please let me know, and I will be 
sure that Harry gets them for listing on our 
website. Our hobby is based on catalogue 
accuracy, so anything we can do to improve 
the accuracy of the record will improve the 
hobby. 

 
With our move out of our house in 

St. Paul and into an apartment there, I have 
sent almost all of my Korean material to the 
Western Philatelic Library. If you are look-
ing for a Korean philatelic reference, it is 
likely that they will have it. I encourage you 
to take advantage of our resources as held by 
the library. 

 
I have also just been offered a six-

month appointment in the Graduate Business 
School of the International Islamic Universi-
ty of Malaysia as a ”Renowned Scholar (no, 
you don’t have to bow down before me!). 
The term will run from June 11 to December 
13. I already have all of my stamps and ref-

erences that I kept in a secured storage con-
tainer during this time, which might make my 
job as your editor a little more challenging. 
But we do have lots of material; I just need to 
find the time, with John Talmage, to keep the 
issues coming. 

 
I also have received a lot of material 

from Robert Collins with Korean War covers 
that were not in the monograph that we pub-
lished. I also have several scans from our ar-
chives. We are considering doing an adden-
dum to the monograph with the new covers 
not previously included. This will be very 
time consuming, but, while I am in Malaysia, I 
won’t be consulting, so I should have time to 
work on it there. 

 
You may recall that my wife has been 

battling tongue cancer since 2010. For a good 
part of 2011, I did close to full-time care. As a 
result, many of your e-mails got put into a 
folder or even ignored. I apologize for that. 
Now, however, my wife is coming up on three 
years cancer free. We are now in Hawaii vaca-
tioning in preparation for some “apart time” 
while I am in Malaysia (Lynn will be with me 
for some of the time, but not all of it). As a 
result, I have had a chance to work at cleaning 
out my files.  

 
Many of the items I have found are 

items for the “Letters to the Editor.” This has 
resulted in a very long Letters to the Editor 
section. I have decided that we will go with 
the full file, which more than makes up the 
equivalent of an issue. So, John and I have 
decided to run this issue as a double issue, as 
we did once before. I anticipate that I will be 
able to stay on top of things now, so long as 
everything continues to go well for Lynn. 

 
This double issue has used up a lot of 

material, so I am back encouraging each of 
you to think about how you can contribute to 
future issues – either through a letter or an ar-
ticle, brief or lengthy. 

 
We do acknowledge in this issue the 

loss of two of our long-time contributing 
members. Their obituaries follow this Editori-
al. 
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I hope everyone had a wonderful 
summer.                                                    KP                                  

America (MSA) in Chicago as a Systems con-
sultant in 1969. In that capacity, he developed a 
Personnel System for Anheuser Bush in St. 
Louis. In 1972, Chuck relocated to MSA's 
home office in Atlanta to pursue software de-
velopment. While with MSA, Chuck was re-
sponsible for the development of accounting 
software systems. MSA went public in 1986; 
Chuck subsequently retired in 1987. In 1974 he 
began taking private lessons in Japanese from 
the Rev. Nakamra and his wife, while also at-
tending Japanese classes at night at Oglethorpe 
University in Atlanta. He also studied Japanese 
at the Atlanta branch of Brenau College (1986-
1990) and was a member of the Japan-
American Society of Georgia for over twenty 
years.  
 
 A Japanese postal history specialist, 
Chuck joined the International Society for Jap-
anese Philately (ISJP) in 1972. In 2005, Swen-
son was elected a Director of the Society. In 
2008 he became Assistant Editor for Postal 
Markings for the society's bi-monthly journal: 
Japanese Philately. Over the years, in addition 
to his own award winning philatelic studies, 
Chuck provided over 100 published articles to 
the journal, as well as a monograph. 
 
 Chuck was preceded in death by both 
his father and mother. He is survived by his 
devoted wife of 20 years, Sandy; his son Bjorn 
Arthur Luff Swenson of Orlando, Florida, and 
his daughter Kristen Virginia Kane Swenson 
and her three daughters (Haley, Natalie, and 
Claudia), and her husband Captain Perry Yaw, 
US Navy, of Rhode Island. Chuck will be laid 
to rest on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 at 
2:00 at Fairview Memorial Gardens in Stock-
bridge GA.  
 
Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
on Sept. 24, 2013                                        KP 

 

Obituary - Charles SWENSON 
 

 
 

Family-Placed Death Notice 
 

 SWENSON, Charles. Charles Arthur 
Luff Swenson, 76, passed away September 21, 
2013. "Chuck" was born on November 23, 
1936 at Englewood, Hospital in Bergen Coun-
ty, New Jersey. He was the only child of Dr. 
Arthur Simon Swenson and Virginia Palmer 
Angelica Swenson. Both parents were active 
philatelists, and Swenson was actively exhibit-
ing at a Junior Level by the age of twelve. 
Chuck graduated from Leonia High School in 
Leonia, New Jersey in 1954. He graduated 
from Columbia College, Columbia University 
in New York City in 1958, with a dual major in 
History and Philosophy. While at Columbia, he 
was an active member of the Van Am Society. 
In the summer of his sophomore year, he took 
a course in Zen Buddhism with the late Suzuki 
Daisetz which triggered his on going fascina-
tion with Japanese culture. After graduating 
from Columbia, Chuck joined the 322nd Medi-
cal Betallion headquartered in Newark, New 
Jersey and was trained as a medic at Fort Sam 
Houston in San Antonio, Texas. He subse-
quently was employed as a systems analyst by 
the Great American Insurance Company of 
New York where he learned about the IBM 
1401. His career took him to NCR in Dayton, 
Ohio where he learned to program the 315 and 
then to Crane Company in Chicago, Illinois 
with a chance to work with what was, at the 
time, the latest state of the art equipment-the 
IBM 350-60. Chuck subsequently joined the 
consulting division of Management Science 
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In Memoriam—Michael E. Ruggiero 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A long-time member of KSS, Mike 
Ruggiero died in his sleep on 2 November 
2013. Michael (Mike) E. Ruggiero was a KSS 
member since 1955. He had also been very ac-
tive in the International Society for Japanese 
Philately, having served for many years as Di-
rector and in other important volunteer posi-
tions. He was Secretary/Treasurer of the Amer-
ican Philatelic Congress.  He served on the 
Board of Governors of the Collectors Club 
(New York). 
 
 Mike was a graduate of the Maine Mar-
itime Academy, and also attended the Universi-
ty of Maryland Far East Extension, in Yoko-
hama.  He spent two years in the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine, followed by a career of 20 years 
in the US Navy.  After retirement from the Na-
vy, he joined the facilities staff at New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 
Mike was a member of KSS from 1955 to 
2002.                                                          KP 

http;//www.philakorea.com. 
 
I remember meeting you during PHILA 

KOREA2009 four years ago and am expecting 
to see you again next year. 

  
With my best regards, 
  
Chang Hwan Kim 
Commissioner General 
PHILAKOREA 2014 
 philakorea2014@daum.net 
 
[Ed. I do plan on attending. I hope to 

meet with many of you in Seoul next year!] 
 

 
U. S. Military Occupation of Korea Post-
WWII 
 

To continue all that I had begun with 
you and your fellow Society members, my 
monograph on the American Occupation of 
Korea is coming along quite well.  I was able to 
get a copy of Bonnie Oh's Korea Under the 
American Military Government, 1945-
1948 through the inter-library loan pro-
gram.  This appears to be the real bible on this 
bit of history.  I recommend it highly to any of 
your membership interested in pursuing this 
portion of Korean history.   

 
I still have a ways to go.  It is my pref-

erence to obtain all of the stamps that pertain to 
the subject I am researching provided their cost 
is not too prohibitive since I don't always col-
lect these items.  I have acquired most of the 
stamps issued during the occupation except for 
the following: Scott # 70a-72a and 78-79.  I am 
running out of dealers to check with.  None 
seem to have these stamps in MNH condi-
tion.  Do you have any members that might 
have these stamps that would be willing to part 
with them ?  Or, can you recommend a reputa-
ble dealer either here in the U.S. or even in Ko-
rea that could help me out.  I am at the end of 
my rope trying to find them.  Please re-
spond.  Thank you in advance for any help you 
can provide.  Best regards. 

 
Dennis Spice 

  dennis_spice@hotmail.com 

 
Letters to the Editor 

 
PHILAKOREA 2014 
 

It was a great pleasure to know that you 
are interested in PHILAKOREA 2014. I have 
received the forwarded message from Mr. Figg, 
Australian Commissioner.  

 
I will send you a copy of Exhibition 

Bulletin No 1 under separate cover via airmail. 
Also, you can find all the information regarding 
to this exhibition on the website.             



Korean Philately Nov. 2012, Vol. 54, #4  &  Feb. 2013, Vol. 55, #1 

Page 6 

Early First Day Cover after WWII 
 

I did some searching in the web and ran 
across the KSS, the ROK philately club in the 
US.  I had an inquiry that is detailed below and 
would appreciate any comments if you can find 
the time. 

  
Although my main interests are German 

and Swiss philately (I am a member of those 
societies), I became quite curious about an item 
I found yesterday at a local stamp bourse 
(Figure 1). It is dated 46.2.1 (February 1, 
1946). 

  
I did find a somewhat detailed discus-

sion about a similar item at the end of a web 
reference on imperial Japan.  It was under 
http://members.jcom.home.ne.jp/yosha/yr/
empires/Detritus_stamps.html 

  
Is this a very common item?  It contains 

only 4 of the 6 initial stamps of ROK. Follow-
ing the lengthy occupation by Japan (since 

WWI), occupation stamps were overprinted 
with new values and several Korean ideo-
graphic symbols.  My understanding is that, 
soon afterwards, ROK started the process of 
switching to a phonetic alphabet.  I presume 
that they spoke only one language. 

  
Raul A Gonzalez 
Newark, DE  
(retired from duPont Co.) 

 
[Ed. Of course, the Japanese occupied Korea 
long before WWI – at least since 1905.] 
 
[Response from Michael Rogers] 
 

This is a common western type cover 
prepared by US Military philatelists allied with 
the Korean P.O., not Japanese in any sense. 
Retail $10. The cover brings back memories of 
early KSS members Jim Kerr, Col. H. E. Al-
phin, Harry Anderson, Don Vorhis. Fine 
friends now gone. 

 
 
  

Figure 1:  Cover prepared by  US Military philatelists 



Korean Philately 

Page 7 

Nov. 2012, Vol. 54, #4  &  Feb. 2013, Vol. 55, #1 

Korean War Propaganda 
 

I served in the Korean War with the 
2nd Division and briefly with the United Na-
tions Commission Military Armistice Com-
mittee (UNCMAC). Hence, I was especially 
interested in the reprint of "Censored and Mil-
itary Postal History." 
 

As a follow-up to this article, the fol-
lowing might be of interest to readers of the 
next KP issue. It is a surrender leaflet in the 
form of a 1952 Christmas card from the CVA 
and NK Army addressed to soldiers of the 
British Commonwealth Division (Figures 5 
and 6)  I picked this up on a position known as 
the "Hook," where our trenches were dug only 
about 75 yards from those of the Chinese.  

 
Incidentally, I have been a member of 

KSS since the late 1950's. I served briefly as 
Associate Editor under Stanley Billey and 
wrote the long article on inflationary surcharg-
es. 

 
Charles Sandberg 
conodonts@comcast.net 

Memories of the Armistice 
 

In the attached photograph (Figure 2), 
immediately after the signing of the armistice, 
are, from left to right: Army General Maxwell 
Taylor, Air Force General Weyland, Army Gen-
eral Mark Clark, and Navy Vice Admiral Bris-
coe.  I happened to be standing at the right place 
at the right time, only about four feet away! 
That's the pen used at the Armistice signing in-
doors, which I had just witnessed. I was in front 
of them, practically shoving my camera in their 
faces and snapping away with my Argus C3.  

 
The other photos are what I looked like 

at Munsan-ni (Figure 3) and my current pass-
port picture (Figure 4).  I served in the Korean 
War with the 2nd Division and briefly with the 
United Nations Commission Military Armistice 
Committee (UNCMAC). 

 
Charles Sandberg 

Figure 2: Top Brass After Armistice Signing Figure 3: Charlie Sandberg 
at the Time of the Armistice 

    Figure 4: Charlie Today 
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Figure 5:  Surrender leaflet from the CVA and NK Army 
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Figure 6: Surrender leaflet from the CVA and NK Army (inside)  
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1951 Korean Overprints on Cover 
 

In 60 years of searching here is the only 
cover showing commercial use of the 1951 
Wartime Overprints that I have been able to 
locate (Figure 7).  Do you or any KSS mem-
bers have others?  Because of wartime condi-
tions, most internal mail containing these 
stamps was used as paper to kindle fires. 

 
Incidentally, I have been a member of 

KSS since the late 1950's.  I served briefly as 
Associate Editor under Stanley Billey and 
wrote the long article on inflationary surcharg-
es. My single effort writing for KP was in the 
seminal KP article on the 1951 Wartime Provi-
sional Overprints that later was published as a 
separate piece.  Using this article, Linns fea-
tured a story on its first page exactly fifty years 
ago.   

Charles Sandberg 
conodonts@comcast.net 

Background: Karl Lewis was an Ameri-
can living in Yokohama during the early 20th 
century who was into everything.  One interest 
is his cacheted envelopes.  I am preparing part 
three of my series which focuses on covers 
form occupied territories and that is where Ko-
rea fits. 

 
He created covers for 9 identified loca-

tions (actually 10 as he used one caption for 
two different locations).  The Japanese occupa-
tion names are different from the modern 
names, and, unfortunately, the names Karl 
Lewis used are different from the recognized 
occupation names, though some of these names 
come directly from the scenic cancella-
tions.  The names for the Japanese occupation 
period were obtained from the Scenic Cancella-
tion of Japan book. 

 
For each location, I include as short de-

scription of the location, population, and geog-
raphy followed by important old and Japanese 
occupation history and occasionally a modern 
fact or two. Then there is a listing of the known 
covers with descriptions of the captions and 
illustrations of all of his cachets along with in-
formation on marking, cancellations, and post-
age. Some appear to be unique.  The covers 
were all issued between later 1933 and 1940. 

 
Currently, it appears that 6 of his loca-

tions are in the North and 4 in the South.  I 

Figure 7: Cover Containing Four Overprints, Commercial Use  

 

Karl Lewis Project 
 

Hi, my name if Todd Lewis, and I am 
the Head of the Karl Lewis Project for the 
ISJP.  I am in the middle of writing a series of 
articles and have encountered some difficulty 
in obtaining some information with regards to 
Korean covers.  Ron Casey of our society pro-
vided your name as a resource who might be 
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have information for some of the larger and 
more obvious locations but can find next to 
nothing for others.  This is where I could use 
your assistance. The listing below reflects the 
10 known locations used by KL in Korea.  The 
first name is the name he used (often incor-
rect), the second comes from Checklist of Sce-
nic Japanese Cancellations 1931-1940, Japan 
Philatelic Publications, 1976, and others are 
more modern names. 

  
(Karl Lewis Name, Japanese Occupation 
name, modern name???)  [Some of the names 
could be completely off base] 

 
In the North:  
Chinnampo, Jinnampo, Namp’o – no problem 
Heijo, Pyongyang – no problem 
To Ei, Tongyeong – have very little info 
Genzan, Wonson – have very little info 
Taikyu, Taeku  - no info at all 
Kei Nei, Hoeryong - no info at all 

      
In the South: 
Fusan, Pusan, Busan – no problem 
Chinkai, Cinhae – no info at all 
Kwangju– no info 
Kongju – no info 

 
The Kwangju and Kongu are both captioned 
by KL as Koshu – obviously an error 

  
I have postmarks and cover scans for 

all locations if that would be of help. 
  
I am not familiar with your society’s 

publications but the KL Korean covers might 
make for an interesting article if you desired. 

Thank you in advance for any infor-
mation you could supply 

  
Todd Lewis 
toddman@proaxis.com 

 
 
Response to Above: Some Place Names 
Used by Karl Lewis 
 

After the annexation of Korea by Japan 
in 1910,  the place names as written in Chinese 
characters did not change for the most part.  
The change was in the form in which these 

characters were represented in the Latin alpha-
bet, that is the pronunciation of the characters 
was transliterated according to Japanese not 
Korean pronunciation.  After Liberation in 
1945, Korean pronunciation was restored, but 
two forms of Romanisation (transliteration) 
were used. In organizing these notes I have 
used the system used by scholars and by the 
Republic of Korea Government until 2000.  
This is called MR for McCune-Reischauer.  
The ROK Government now uses a system des-
ignated as NGR (New Government Romanisa-
tion).  The problem of Romanising Korean is 
due to the rich range of sounds in the language, 
and the number of sound changes which take 
place between syllables. I have provided Chi-
nese characters, and have provided Japanese 
pronunciation (indicated by the letter J),  and 
Korean pronunciation other than MR indicated 
by NGR (New Government Romanisation), or 
the word ‘popular’. 
 

In the North (Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, DPRK):  

 

Hoeryŏng [會寧, Kei Nei (J, popu-

lar?), Hoeryong (popular) – I am not complete-
ly certain about this, but I believe Hoeryong to 
be this place.  It is located in the northern part 
of North Hamgyŏng Province of the DPRK on 
the Tumen River.  As of 2008,  the population 
was 153,000.  It seems to have been a minor 
administrative centre during the Japanese colo-
nial era and is a small rail centre.  

 

Namp’o [南浦] – A major port on the 

west coast of the DPRK,  Namp’o was a minor 
fishing port until the First Sino-Japanese War 
of 1894-1895. At that time (1897), its harbour 
facilities were developed.  It was important 
during the Japanese colonial era, and the north 
Korean leader Kim Ilsŏng ordered the creation 
of a sea barrage in 1986.  Its population is 
367,000 (date unspecified).  It is situated in 
South P’yŏngan Province.    

P’yŏngyang [ 平壤, Heijo (J), Pyong-

yang (NGR, and popular)] – Capital of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  Ac-
cording to the 2010 census the population is 
2,500,000.   It was an historic capital of the 
ancient kingdom of Koguryŏ,  and the second 
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city under the last dynasty, the Chosŏn [朝鮮, 

Joseon (NGR), 1392-1910]. It retained that sta-

tus under Japanese colonial rule. Now a ‘self-
administered city’, it was formerly in South 
P’yŏngan Province.  

 

Wŏnsan  [元山, Genzan (J), Wonson 

(popular) – Located in the northeastern quarter 
of the Korean peninsula,  Wŏnsan was a fishing 
port and administrative centre for the area by 

the end of the Chosŏn [朝鮮, Joseon (NGR), 

1392-1910] and during the Japanese colonial 
period (1910-1945).   A modern port facility 
was first created in 1880.  During the Japanese 
colonial era it would have been important be-
cause it provided a sea link to the Japanese ar-
chipelago. It was and is a major rail centre.  As 
of 2008,  the population was 363,000.  It is lo-
cated in Kangwŏn Province.  

 
In the South (Republic of Korea, 

ROK): 
 

Chinhae [鎭海, Chinkai (J?), Cinhae 

(popular?)] – Formerly a separate city, it was 

amalgamated with the city of Ch’angwon [昌

原] in 2010 as a district or ku [區].  Located 

around a bay,  it was a Japanese naval base, and 
a major base for the ROK Navy.  Surrounded by 
steep hills,  it is famous for the cherry blossoms 
which cover the hillside during the Spring.  The 
city is in South Kyŏngsang Province and in 
2013 had a population of 182,000.  

 

Kongju [公州, Koshu (J)] – A very his-

toric city,  Kongju was one of the capitals of the 

Paekche [百濟] kingdom.  It contains royal tu-

muli and the sites of various palaces and build-
ings.  It was the principal administrative centre 
in the area and was the capital of South 
Ch’ungch’ŏng Province until 1932 when the 
administration was moved to the railhead city of 

Taejŏn [大田], created by the Japanese colonial 

government.  The population in 2013 was 
119,000.   The Japanese pronunciation of the 

Chinese characters for this town and the city of 
Kwangju would be the same. 

 

Kwangju [光州, Koshu (J)] – An im-

portant city of southwestern Korea,  it has been 
a significant administrative and commercial 
centre since the end of the 19th century.  Now a 
self-administered city, it was formerly part of 
South Chŏlla Province.  The population in 2013 
was 1,500,000.  There is another city written in 

Chinese characters [廣州] pronounced the 

same as this city, but undoubtedly this is the 
Kwangju which is meant.  

 

Pusan [釜山,  Fusan (J), Busan (NGR) 

– Pusan is the second city of the Republic of 
Korea with a population of 3,500,000 (2013).  
It is not an historic city but effectively a crea-
tion of the Japanese colonial period.  The his-
toric military and administrative centre in this 

area was Tongnae [東萊], which was a minor 

centre. This is now incorporated as a ku [區], 

district] within the modern city of Pusan. This 
city was created to provide a maritime link to 
Japan during the Japanese colonial era and a 
through rail link to the Korean peninsula and 
the greater Asian mainland.  Located around 
the extensive harbour, the initial city was built 

on the site of a waegwan [倭館] or the restrict-

ed area used for Japanese merchants during the 
last dynasty.  Now a self-administered city, Pu-
san was formerly in South Kyŏngsang Prov-
ince.  

 

Taegu [大邱,  Taikyu (J), Taeku 

(popular)] – Traditionally the third city of Ko-
rea,  Taegu was the major military and admin-
istrative centre for the southeast during the last 

dynasty, the Chosŏn [朝鮮, Joseon (NGR), 

1392-1910]. It had the largest market for tradi-

tional herbal medicines in the peninsula. The 
market still exists. During the Japanese colonial 
period, Taegu was the centre for light industries 
such as textiles and kitchen ware.  The Sam-
sung Group was founded in Taegu during the 
colonial period. A self-governing city, in 2013 
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the population was 2,500,000 making it the 
third city of the Republic of Korea after Sŏul 
and Pusan.  It was formerly in North Kyŏng-
sang Province. 

 

T’ongyŏng [ 統營, To Ei (J), Tong-

yeong (NGR)]  – A fishing port on the south-
east coast of Korea in South Kyŏngsang Prov-
ince to the west of Pusan.  In 2013, the popula-
tion was 139,000.  Historically the port is im-
portant as the command post for Admiral Yi 

Sunsin [李舜臣,  1545-1598] whose defeat of 

the Japanese navy in the Sea Battle of Hansan-
do ended the Japanese invasions of the 1590s.  
Hansan-do has been compared to Trafalgar, 
and like Nelson Admiral Yi was killed on his 

four stylized Korean flags (the geometry is not 
exact) and four Hangul "Double Happiness" 
symbols.  Numerous hardwoods were used in 
the construction of the vessel, such as hard ma-
ple, sapele, bloodwood, padauk, yellow-
heart, wenge, and lacewood.  The vessel is 13" 
in diameter, 14" high and contains 1,177 pieces 
with a wall thickness of about 1/4".  It is fin-
ished both inside and outside.  The most diffi-
cult part was coming up with a way to include 
the yin-yang element in the center of the Kore-
an flag, but I finally managed a solution.  The 
dark blue elements are made from a material 
similar to Corian, as mother nature has not pro-
vided any woods as yet with a dark blue hue. 

  
I hope you have enjoyed this foray into 

a tangent of Korean philately.   
  
Maynard Redeker 
redeker@swbell.net  
 
[Ed. Beautiful!!] 

Korean Philately and Woodworking: Two 
Hobbies Come Together 
 

This note has nothing of substance to do 
directly with Korean philately, but I thought 
you might find it amusing nonetheless. A short 
background is in order.  I have been an avid 
woodworker for many decades.  Now that I am 
retired, I am always searching for new and dif-
ferent ideas for projects.  One of my favorite 
areas of woodworking is the construction of 
segmented vessels.  Projects like this are very 
challenging from both creativity and engineer-
ing perspectives. 

  
I have often thought of doing some type 

of vessel using the Korean flag as a feature ele-
ment for a vessel.  Meanwhile, while working 
on my Korean stamp collection last summer, I 
came across a stamp issued in 1952 (2nd Presi-
dential Inauguration of President Syngman 
Rhee, Scott No. 182) that contained a Hangul 
symbol that appeared to be a good candidate 
for being part of a segmented vessel de-
sign.  Some research quickly revealed that the 
Hangul symbol translation was "Double Happi-
ness" so that made it even more appropriate. 

  
After some design and engineer-

ing work, followed by a lot of lathe work, the 
results are shown in the image below Figures   
8a and 8b). The vessel is made entirely of solid 
wood.  There are no veneers or painted 
parts.  The main feature ring on the vessel has 

China Stamp Society Specialized Catalog of 
China to 1949 is now ready. 
 

The long awaited China catalog is fin-
ished. It is a 500-page, full color, comprehen-
sive, specialized listing from the Imperial is-
sues of 1878 through the Republic issues of 
1949. Although originally built upon the Ma 
Catalog, it goes far beyond that catalog with 
thousands of specialized listings of varieties 
and previously unlisted stamps.  

 
In addition, much historical and explan-

atory text has been added to tell the “who, 
what, when, where, and why” information so 
meaningful to an understanding of the material. 
Rate tables are included to give meaning to the 
changing face values of the stamps, especially 
during the inflationary period of the Pacific 
War and the post-War years.  

 
Included are first-time ever listings of 

Imperial and Republic Official Postal Seals 
(1899-1948) and Postal Savings stamps (1919-
44).  

 
 The Preface includes an explanation of 

the presentation to guide collectors in the use of  
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Figures 8a and 8b:  Segmented 
vessel featuring the Hangul 
symbol 
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of the catalog and to familiarize them with the 
basics of Chinese philately.  It also includes a 
Glossary of terms and abbreviations used and 
tables showing the relevant Chinese characters. 

 
The Imperial Issues section (1878-

1911) includes the Large and Small Dragons 
(1878-88), the Empress Dowager Commemo-
ratives (1894-97), the Small and Large Figure 
Surcharges (1897), the Red Revenue Surcharg-
es (1897), the Lithographed Imperial Chinese 
Post (1897), and the Chinese Imperial Post 
(1898-1910). 

 
There are sections on the Early Repub-

lic Issues (1912-36), the Wartime Issues (1937-
45), and the Inflationary Period Issues 
(Chinese National Currency issues of 1945-48, 
Gold Yuan issues of 1948-49, and Silver Yuan 
issues of 1949). 

 
The Special Purpose section includes 

Airmails (1921-49), Domestic Express and 
Registered Mail stamps (1905-42), Postage 
Dues (1904-49), Parcel Post stamps (1945-49), 
Military Post stamps (1942-48), the British 
Railway Administration stamp (1901), and 
Stamp Booklets (1917-36). 

 
The Province Issues section includes 

Kirin & Heilungkiang (1927-29), Kwangsi and 
Kweichow (1925), the Northeastern Provinces 
(1946-48), Sinkiang (1915-45), Szechwan 
(1933), Taiwan (1945-50), Tibet (1911), and 
Yunnan (1926-32).  
 
 The Japanese Occupation section in-
cludes maps, historical information, and intro-
ductory material on the stamps and the papers 
used. It includes the Hopei and Shantung Pro-
vincial Overprints (1941); the Small and Large 
Character District Overprints of Honan, Hopei, 
Mengkiang, Shansi, Shantung, and Supeh 
(1941); the Commemoratives on Small and 
Large Character District Overprints (1942); the 
North China Surcharges, Overprints and Com-
memoratives (1942-45); the Mengkiang Sur-
charges, Overprints and Commemoratives 
(1942-45); the Central China issues (1943-45); 
the South China issues (1942-45); and the 
stamps of Manchukuo (1932-45).  

The Appendix includes an extensive 
Bibliography of other publications cited in the 

catalog and a Cross-Reference to additional 
material in Chiu’s Supplement.  
 
 The catalog can be purchased for 
$49.95 (members $39.95), plus postage, on the 
CSS web site using a credit card or PayPal or 
by sending a check, cash or money order to 
Rich Boyd, 127 Carmody Circle, Folsom, CA 
95630, U.S.A. It will be shipped in late Janu-
ary. Domestic postage is $8.90 and internation-
al postage is $27.95. 
 

 www.ChinaStampSociety.org 
 
 

Request for Help in Identification, and Pos-
sible Explanations 
 

I hope that I have come to the right 
place and that I am not causing you any trou-
ble. 

  
I have been a "collector " of mainly 

British Empire stamps for around 40 years and 
can identify most things without too much dif-
ficulty, I also have the support of fellow enthu-
siasts around me if I run into difficulty with 
earlier stamps. 

  
I recently bought a very mixed box be-

ing an estate clearance and buried near the bot-
tom found a glassine marked "Korea." 

  
I have searched all the resources that I 

have and as much as I can find online too but 
without a great deal of success. It would appear 
that these date from the Empire and may be a 
significant little collection. 

  
I have attached high res scans of all the 

stamps that were in the glassine, and any help 
at all would be very much appreciated (Figures 
9-11). 

  
Alex Holstead 
alex.claire@btinternet.com 

 
[Ed. Indeed many of the stamps were early Em-
pire stamps, both issued and not issued. Those 
shown here are those that are not listed in 
Scott. Harry Penn posted all of the stamps on 
the KSS website:www.pennfamily.org/KSS-
USA/holstead/  



Korean Philately Nov. 2012, Vol. 54, #4  &  Feb. 2013, Vol. 55, #1 

Page 16 

One of our members, Florian Eichorn, also of-
fered his observations.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9: Stamp value is Japanese. Green one; 
top is inscribed "Goto bank KK." bottom: 
Savings dept. ?redraw?transfer? fee stamp. 
This is from a Japanese bank named Goto (KK 
= company on stocks) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10: Korean fiscal of the 1900/10 period; 
Inscription says, Korean govt./income tax fiscal. 
1 Won. The won values of this series have em-
bossing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 11: "Chosen" is name of Old Korea. 

"Government Central" is unknown to me. 
Some sort of label or Cinderella. Orange: 
"Govt. General of Korea tobacco guarantee 
seal,"  no value stated, so probably a quality/
package (weight guarantee) seal and not a fis-
cal. "Govt. General" was the name of the 
Japanese government in Koreas colonial period 
1910/45. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 12: Purple brown 50 Ch., same fiscal 
kind as above 2. 
 
Alex responded: 
 

I would just like to say a huge thank 
you; your expertise is invaluable. Sadly, the 
stamps themselves are in very poor condition 
but useful reference material for the future. 
 
 
Souvenir Book Value? 
 

In the course of reviewing and pricing 
for our annual fundraising Book Sale, I came 
on a large bound hardcover volume entitled: 
The Challenge of a New Road to Developmen-
tA Stamp Collection in Commemoration of 
Taejon EXPO’93 

  
It’s a bilingual volume, very handsome-

ly printed and designed, that’s essentially a 
public relations effort in advance of that EX-
PO. Included on the majority of pages of Kore-
an postage stamps, in perfect condition, in 
small clear holders that are affixed to the pag-
es. 

  
The stamps range in date from 1977 to 

1993 and include many individual stamps, se-
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ries (such as mushrooms, insects, wild flowers, 
Korean folkways/Korean Wedding Custom, 
music series, national musical instrument), and 
“postage stamp commemorative” sheets of 2 
stamps (Olympics, EXPO, etc.). In total, there 
are roughly 80-90 stamps. 

  
We’re an independent not-for-profit 

public library and we have to raise each year 
more than half of our operating budget. Any 
advice on how whether our “treasure” might 
garner the Library some cash? 

  
Laurence E. Oberwager 
Development Director 
The Lenox Library Association 
413-637-2630  ext. 121 

 
[Ed. This was mid-2012, so it may no longer be 
available. 
 
 
Philatelic Research Now Much Easier 
 

The launch of the Global Philatelic Li-
brary website www.globalphilateliclibrary.org, 
a centralized information gateway to the 
world’s greatest philatelic research, has been 
announced by the founding partners, including 
The Royal Philatelic Society London, The Na-
tional Postal Museum and Smithsonian Librar-
ies in Washington, DC, and The American 
Philatelic Research Library in Bellefonte, Pa.  

It was 125 years ago that an idea for a 
Joint Index of Philatelic Literature was put for-
ward, but on February 15, 1888 the President of 
the American Philatelic Association, John K. 
Tiffany, wrote to Edward Denny Bacon, Secre-
tary of the (now ‘Royal’) Philatelic Society 
London, stating, “… I consider the project as 
utterly impossible of any practical execu-
tion ...”: the project has become a reality.  

 
This ambitious project has happened 

thanks to the inspiration and dedication of the 
founding partners. The website establishes a 
single destination – a responsive centralised 
gateway – by which philatelists around the 
world can search, locate and access philatelic 
research from partner libraries instantly, from 
any computer. Searchable listings of books and 
publications, as well as resource locations and 
access, are now instantly available, providing 

invaluable resources for those undertaking phil-
atelic research. It provides: 

 
* A world-class collection of printed, electronic      
and other media;  

* Access and support for beginners, hobbyists, 
specialists, writers and postal historians;  

* International collaboration and co-operation 
with philatelic libraries and museums around 
the world;  

* An Anthology of fascinating, informative and 
sometimes even scandalous articles written 
throughout the past century about philately and 
some of the people involved in its history. 

 
“A large part of the philatelic infor-

mation I have acquired was discovered inci-
dentally while searching for something else,” 
said Thomas Lera, Winton M. Blount Research 
Chair at the National Postal Museum. “I hope 
other philatelists, scholars and researchers will 
push open the doors of the new global philatel-
ic library to find the answers to their questions 
and uncover new ones in the process as well.” 

  
Other contributing philatelic research 

libraries include the National Philatelic Society 
(UK), The Collectors Club in New York 
(USA), Greene Foundation (Canada), Oslo 
Filatelistklubb Bibliotek (Norway), Philate-
listische Bibliothek Hamburg (Germany), Post-
al History Foundation (USA), Rocky Mountain 
Philatelic Library (US) and Western Philatelic 
Library (USA). 

 
The Chairman of the FIP Literature 

Commission, Tony Virvilis, added, “The Glob-
al Philatelic Library is an excellent idea which I 
fully support.” 

 
The Royal Philatelic Society London is 

proud to be playing such an active and vital 
role in this initiative, its own library being the 
most significant and comprehensive in the 
world. The full range of services available from 
the Society can be seen by visiting 
www.rpsl.org.uk. 
 

Global Philatelic Library 
www.globalphilateliclibrary.org,  
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Second Invitation to PhilaKorea 2014 
 

I am honored to extend my sincere 
gratitude to invite you to PhilaKorea 2014 
World Stamp Exhibition that will take place at 
the Convention & Exhibition Ceter (COEX) 
during August 7 - 12, 2014. PhilaKorea Or-
ganizing Committee is doing its best effort to 
design this event as interactive and lively as 
possible. For detail, please refer to the en-
closed document. 

  
It is a great plasure for me to cordially 

invite you to attend this wonderful philately 
festival. PhilaKorea will be a great chance to 
promote your stamps, country and culture.   

  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if 

you have any questions. 
  

Se Hyun Chang 
PhilaKorea 2014 Organizing Committee 
PhilaKorea 2014 World Stamp Exhibition 

philakorea2014@hotmail.com 
 
  
 

Availability of Korean Stamps for Collec-
tors 
 
 I'm member #85, and I am 73 years 
old. I have a few questions but you might not 
be able to answer all of them. 
 
 First, I wrote Howard Maxcy, our VP, 
but the letter came back with a yellow sticker 
on it saying they can't deliver it. I sent that 
sticker to our President but never got an an-
swer, maybe because I forgot to enclose an 
SASE.  So then I wrote John Talmage and en-
closed an SASE. He said he has not heard 
from Howard in over a year. Now is he alive 
or dead? I used to deal a lot with him. In fact, 
the  one cover that spells SCOUT SCAUT 
(See Figures 13 and 14) was purchased from 
him a year ago. It was shown in an issue of 
Korean Philately years ago.  Seems like all the 
dealers I used to deal with are dead now. I 
know Maxcy sold his business and went into 
the grocery business, that is the last I heard. 
 
 My next thing is, Are there any Korean 
history buffs who can help me?  I have proba-

bly over 100 postcards between the 30's and 
40's that have Japanese stamps with Korean 
postmarks. All the years I belonged, I can’t re-
member reading about that time.  I got the co-
vers from a Korean who found them in a base-
ment. I  traded magazine subscriptions for 
them, and he even marked them. I also have a 
lot of covers of that era but no way to read the 
postmarks.  Note they are both North and South 
Korea. Rogers claims that there are a lot of 
them, and they are worth about $2.50 each, but 
I have never seen one. (See Figures 15-18.) 
 
 Korea is getting harder to collect. I  
signed up with a new issue dealer in Indianapo-
lis 2 years ago and have yet to get my first 
stamp. I talked to a person years ago who had 
an account with the PO an d was told they send 
what they want, not every issue. I wrote to a 
dealer who sells foreign Christmas Seals. After 
a while, he sent me a letter saying that they 
won't send him any. 
 
 The only dealer I can get my Korean 
from is Bombay in Florida, and I still don’t 
know if he gets all of them. Every so often, the 
mixture dealer in Florida used to get current 
used South Korean. I have not seen them in a 
few years. Any help on that one? Japan issues a 
bushel of stamps, and you can get all of the 
used that you want, but not from S. Korea. 
 
[Ed. Try Swan Philatelic Imports, Inc., P. O. 
Box 1430 LeeÆs Summit, MO 64063-7430. 
They offer used mixtures from both South and 
North Korea, though the North Koreans are 
clippings from FDCs found in Europe.] 
 
 Love the articles on forgeries. That is 
what we need. When you go to a stamp show, 
you know what to look for, like the KORFA 
error and a few others like them. 
 
Leo Walasinski 
Toledo, Ohio 
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Figure 13: 1957 Boy Scout issue with Korean cancellation 

Figure 14: 1957 Boy Scout issue with English “scaut” cancella-
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Figure 15: Kaesong, North Korea, October 19, 1942 

KOREAN POSTMARKS 

Figure 16: Kaesong, North Korea, July 6, 1942 
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Figure 18: Chonju, Chollapukdo, Korea, August 25, 1942 

Figure 17: Central Post Office, Seoul, Korea, July 22, 1943 

KOREAN POSTMARKS 
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FIGURE 8, Type 2 Uch’eso cancel of Cheongsan, sent as Military Mail to Japan. 

Military Mail of Korea                 
1894-1911 

 
Kenneth Clark 

This article is the sixth part 
of the award winning exhibit 
beginning in KP 51 #3. 
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FIGURE 3, Type 1 Uch’eso cancel of Mumgyeong, sent via Sangju, Korea to Shizuoka-ken, Japan. 
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FIGURE 11, Type 3 Uch’eso cancel of Sunheung on 3 sen Military overprinted definitive 
stamp of Japan. 
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MILITARY POSTCARDS AND THE ARTISTS – PART 4. 

FIGURE 28a, Signing of the Burma Treaty, by Koiso Ryohei. 

FIGURE 28b, Burma Independence Ceremony, by 
Koiso Ryohei. 

Request for Help from the Author 
 

I would like to establish contact 
with fellow collectors of Japanese Mil-
itary Mail in Korea, 1896 – 1910. It is 
almost impossible to find anything 
written about this period, and I am 
making sweeping statements, not being 
100% sure that I am correct. Should 
anyone wish to exchange or sell covers 
of this period, I would be pleased to 
establish contact. I have a large stock 
of spare material of this period. Con-
tact me, Ken Clark, at 

kenclark.jsg.itl@virgin.net.  

KP 
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Currency Reform in DPRK 
Taizo Maeda 

 
In 2010, I received the cover in Fig-

ures 1 (life size) and 2 (200% of the same 
cover) from Pyongyang, DPRK. 

 
Late in 2009, North Korea announced 

a drastic economic reform in t country. It 
was an introduction of new currency, alt-
hough the name of the unit was not 

but the new currency was worth 
100 times the old ones.  In other words, de-
valuation of the  currency reduced its value to
one  

 
It was followed, however, in a matter 

of a week or so by a report that paycheck 
amounts would change to one hun-
dredth; a worker who received a month-
ly salary of 3,000 won would continue to re-
ceive the same 3,000 won, unchanged from 
before. Also, it was the ex-
change of the old currency to the new was 

 liberal but controlled by a quota given to 
household.  It was made clear thus that 

the main target of this drastic operation was 
to private closet banking caches to  

 
The chaos c rea t ed  with this transac-

tion caused severe inflation, it was reported. 
O manager of the National Economy Pro-
ject, Pak Nam-Gi, was he ld  respons ib l e  
and  reportedly penalized by being to 

 
 
Accompanying event, we suspected, 

first, t h a t  there would be a c o m p l e t e  
change of rates, primarily reducing all 
fees to one hundredth; the previous rate of 
won for domestic letters and cards could be 3 
won, which would necessitate overprinting the 
stocks of stamps simply because this 
event  was really sudden, and there would be 
no time to everything 

 
The answer is here; a slight inflation in 

postal rates, only domestically, I would 
Now I am trying to obtain more samples 

and materials and 
 

Figure 1: 2010  DPRK cover with overprinted stamps 
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Figure 2: 2010 DPRK cover enlarged. 

The Four Categories of Korean 
Souvenir  

Lyman Hale 
 

Korean souvenir sheets fall into 
various categories on how it is 
used and then a value is put on that catego-
ry.  Most of us put the SS two groups; 
it is either mint or used, and then we jump 
to the conclusion that, it has been 
used, it's not worth as much as an unused 

  We could take the attitude there 
are only say half a million of a given SS, 
so it doesn't matter what they fall 

 
 
Figure 1 is an example of what I 

call the first and largest category of 
SSs. The mint SS is the most common 
because, by its nature, it is not to be 
used but kept as an example or an illus-
tration of the real stamp.  Of course, 

some do get used for real postage for 
various reasons.  The size of the SSs 
does not lend themselves to be easily 
used for mail, especially when it might 
be double the usual SS  

 
Figures 2, 3, 4, and 5 show the sec-

ond category of SSs, and that is making 
first day cover with an SS.  This group of 
FDC SSs is the second most common 

but in quantity falls far below 
the number of mint SSs.  The number of 
FDC SSs made depends mostly on how 
many customers are expected and then to 
have extras on hand, or the other 
pathway is to make exactly the number of 
FDC SSs ordered. One could even venture 
to say that SSs are for and not for 
FDC production, stamp lovers would 
never allow the loss or elimination of FDC 
SSs.  A cached FDC SS FDC could be 
called a truly philatelic production con-

KP 
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Figure 1:  The mint souvenir sheet 

Figure 2:  Cacheted First Day Cover 

Figure 3:  Cacheted First Day Cover 
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ceived by the philatelist for philatelist.   
 
Figures 2 and 3 are examples of ca-

cheted FDCs that we are happy to 
but notice that neither one has really been 
sent through the mail.  These fall into 
category of being with a special 
cancel in the P. and then walking out 
door on two legs, which is the common 
way in Korea.  F i g u r e s  4  a n d  5 are 

of SS covers that have actually gone 

thru the mail and have also been by 
the day of use of the special cancel and 
so are truly FDCs, even though there is no 

 
 
The large envelope is the special post 

office envelope that is used for valuables, 
such money, checks, or bonds, and for 
which two seals are used, and the seals are 
also to be cancelled by the sender's 
personal seal (Koreans call it a  

Figure  4:  Actually mailed FDC 
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The third category of SSs is where the 
souvenir sheet actually and truly got used for 
mail.  This group is the rarest and most desir-
able of the four SS groups, if scarcity is be 
considered.  Their usually fol-
lows two pathways.  Postal having 
SSs left over after selling them to SS col-
lectors and to get rid  might have 
customers use the SS on their envelopes. 
Then there are that group of stamp 
who have extra SSs who wish to dress up 
some of the envelopes they send out by 
a new or   A truly used not get 
cancelled carefully across a comer gets 

like any other stamp that goes 
through regular mail. Figures 6 and 7 SSs 
that have been truly used for mail; one ran-
domly whacked and the other can-
celled.  If one sees a roller cancellation, it 
usually means that there were 
stamps or a SS on the envelope or package, 
and a roller cancellation was used because it 

a lot faster than multiple with a 
handled hammer chop.   

 
Then there is the that ends up 

looking like an imperf stamp because all of 
the extra paper of the SS been cut away 
and then pasted down on the envelope; a new 
phase of the used 

 
The fourth category is the so-called 

CTO (cancelled to order) group but is simi-
lar to the "cancelled to get rid group. 

(Figures 8 and 9)  The Central Post Office in 
Seoul had kept saving a stamp 
and a little of that until one day there was the 
realization that "we need space. Let's get 
rid of all those stamps."  So rubber chops 
were used instead of metal ones to cancel all 
the left   The last two SSs illustrated 
have different dates in the chops 
but count on seeing the same dates over and 
over again.  In one the at the 
bottom follows the curve of the circle, and, in 
the other, it is in line.  CTO SSs 
still have glue, of course, if they have not 
been Then, there is  the problem of 
how to get rid of all these 

Some are sold at the Central Post Of-
fice in Seoul itself, but an buyer i
desired for the bulk of the cancelled material.  
Here comes the interesting How 
scarce are the now so called CTO stamps and 
SSs?  There is absolutely no record to how 
many of these were cancelled. Many of us 
joyful collectors who think or consider 
that a CTO stamp is in a rather tainted or low 

position might change our minds a little 
if we found out that some items were 

 
 
So, if we price SSs (and, of course, 

other stamps, too) on what category and 
amount of scarcity they are in, then 

we have some urgent decisional  

Figure  5:  Actually mailed FDC 
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Figure 6: Used, random cancellation 

Figure 7: Used, roller cancellation 

Figure 8: Cancelled to Order 

Figure 9: Cancelled to Order 

Missiles, Stamps, and Inflation 
Marcus Noland 

 
In some interviews after the missile test 

last month [December, 2012], I mentioned in 
passing that North Korea had featured its mis-
siles on postage stamps.  The reporters were 
invariably surprised.  Our man in Seoul, Jae-
sung Ryu, has rounded up images of several of 
these stamps, as shown below. 
 

Apart from the sheer curiosity aspect, 
the stamps speak to a deeper point usually ig-
nored in commentary on North Korea: the 
more the regime elevates its missile and nucle-
ar programs (the latter has its own postage 
stamps), the harder it becomes to negotiate 
away these accomplishments. This is particu-
larly the case if the accomplishments are not 
simply praised but presented as the justifica-
tion of and reward for decades of deprivation 
and sacrifice. 
 

That the surrender of the family jewels 
would  be to foreigners whom you have spent 
decades demonizing would seem to make such 
an outcome even less palatable.  Each time the 
regime puts out one of these postage stamps 
or erects another billboard extolling its nuclear 
and ballistic accomplishments, it raises the in-
ternal political costs of changing course and 
reduces even further the eroding likelihood of 
successful international negotiations over  its 

KP    
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weapons of mass destruction and 
their delivery systems. 

 
Jaeung’s stamps possibly   

make another important 
point.  Assuming that the stamps 
all deliver the same service, their 
denominations can be read as in-
formation on inflation.  (It’s been 
a while since I posted a letter in 
North Korea; maybe someone 
more experienced can help us out 
on this point.) The first stamp 
(Figure 1), from 1998, is for 1.5 
won.  The second (Figure 
2),  from 2009, appears to be 
for 120 won. At the end of that 
year, the country experienced a 
currency reform that, in theory, 
should have reduced the price lev-
el by a factor of 100–i.e., a post-
age stamp should have cost 1.2 
won.  But the most recent stamp, 
from 2012 (Figure 3), is for 50 
won.  Assuming that the stamps 

all deliver the same service, the increase from 
1.5 won to 120 won over the period 1998-
2009 implies an annual rate of inflation of 
about 50 percent.  The nominal decrease from 
120 won to 50 won between 2009 and 2012 
actually represents a large price increase once 
the November 2009 currency reform is taken 
into account.  If one assumes that the 120 won 
stamp was issued in July 2009, immediately 
following the July 4 launch, and the 50 won 
stamp was issued last month, then over that 
interval the cost of mailing a letter rose at a 
rate of approximately 200 percent per 
year. Such a magnitude would be broadly con-
sistent with previous estimates of post-
currency reform inflation based on the prices 
of rice, corn, and foreign exchange. 

 
NOTE: Published with permission of 

the author from the blog, “North Korea: Wit-
ness to Transformation,” dated January 18, 
2013, at http://www.piie.com/blogs/nk/?
p=8956.  Marcus is Director of Studies and 
Senior Fellow, Peterson Institute for Interna-
tional Economics and Senior Fellow, East-
West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii. He can be 
reached at: MNoland@PIIE.COM.  

Figure 1: 1998 Stamp 

Figure 2: 2009 Stamp 
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Figure 3:  2012 Stamp KP 

North Korea 20 Wn South Korea 
Occupation Postal Stationery Card 

Florian Eichhorn 
 

The following item sold on e-Bay on 
July 25, 2009, for US $961.  

 
The 5 ch Liberation South Korea 

postal stationery card (Figure 1) was revalued 
and overprinted in mid-1950 by occupying 
North Korea forces with a 20 wn People’s 
Democratic Republic handstamp for postal 
use in South Korea. We have shown the 
handstamp in red and in a color filtered ver-
sion (Figure 2).  

Seoul was occupied on June 28-29, 
1950, and was recaptured by U.N. forces 
around Sept. 26. South Korea had already re-
valued the 5 ch card to reflect inflationary 
rates, and one reference I have seen shows a 
20 wn rate adapted by South Korea as of May 
1, 1950 (lasting through the occupation and 
beyond, to Nov. 30, 1950). The North Korean 
forces apparently reflected this rate for use in 
South Korea with this revalue. I have heard of 
a used example, but have not been able to 
confirm it. This is a very scarce card, noted in 
Todd as #19 and is in excellent condition.  
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Postage Due 
Lyman Hale 

 
South Korea 0.K. never 

seemed to get into postage due stamps, and 
 probably a good savings of money 

as no expense was used to print group of 
special stamps that were not vigorously con-
sumed.  But postage due was still regular 
problem that had to be dealt with. So, in-
stead of stamps being used, designat-
ing the amount of postage due were used, or 
slips of paper or chits were pasted the 
envelope to give the amount of postage 

 
One needs to remember that the 

amount of postage due being demanded 
actually double the real amount of postage 
that was needed.  So, if the chop or slip 
that 14 won is the amount due, really only 7 
won was the amount of postage So, 
paying the postage due is really paying 
twice the real needed rate.  One can 
sense a feeling of punishment in this dou-
bling of normal cost.  But then there is also 

thought that the receiver of the mail who 
has had to pay twice the going rate 
eventually get around to "bawling out" the 
sender who didn't put on the right amount 

 
When the Post Office Department 

Department of 
does not supply "everything" but 

tells all the post offices around the country 
to your own chops and chits made" 
locally and to try and follow certain general 

then all sorts can 
happen until supplies and conformity be-
come 

 
Figure 1  is a perfect and simple post-

age due   It is a chop 
that is 55mm long.  To the left, it says "me 
nap" (default in paymentI and 

jok" (shortage). Then, there is the write-
in of   the amount to be paid, and under 
that is given the name of the post office 
(Seoul Central Post  

 
 

Figure 1: Simple postage due notification                               
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 The chop in Figure 2  is 40 mm   long 
and the left box is in vertical Below 
the half of the space is empty where the 
name of the post office could be written 
in or chopped  the bottom box just says 
"post 

 

 is kind of a repeat, but it 
does show the older large size of the box and 
the “  as part of the chop and not a 

  At the bottom, it says “Kwang Ju 

 
The chop is 30 mm long in Figure 3 

and this time the writing in the left is in 
the horizontal instead of the vertical.  The 
“40” is not a write-in but is actually part 
the chop.  There may have been the expecta-
tion that 40 won was going to be the 
of postage due for a long time ahead.  At the 
bottom, the p. o. is "West Tae Gu," and 
post office word, "Oo Chay Gook," has been 
shortened to just 

 Figure 2:   Missing post office name      

Figure 3:  40 won postage due is part of the chop                                    
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Figure 5 is of interest in that the 
bottom box where the post office name 

be given doesn't use the word for post 
office but just says "Kwang Wha Mun," 
suggesting that, if you don't know that 
Kwang Wha Mun is, the second most il-
lustrious p. o. in Seoul, then you're really 
not with it.  (Kwang Wha Mun isIwas es-
sentially at very heart of Seoul.  It is 

also essentially at the comer Seoul’s 
main north street and east west street 
intersect.  would also be good to remem-
ber many of Japan’s postal cancella-
tions were done right at Kwang Wha 

Figure 4:  14 won postage due                         

Figure 5:  Kwang Wha Mun                   
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   shows what could happen 
as a result of a local p.o. making its own 
chits for postage due notification.  is a 
simple slip of paper that the number 
“58” at the top, “receipt” in the middle, 
and  "amount 20 (written in) w  a the 
bottom. The envelope really has two noti-
fications of postage due as the 2-inch 
rectangular chop in purple also notifies of 
postage due.  Now the question arises, did 
the sender actually think a TB seal would 
get the letter sent?  TB seals and stamps 

essentially the same price at that 
 

 is a good example of unnec-
essarily saying "you owe twice.  
There is the older type chop with a 10 won 
write-in and the newer postage due also 
with the 10 won write-in.  There seems to be 
the idea that "we have the chop and now we 
have the slip, so we might as well use them 
both."  The chits usually about 50 
mm in length, and on the bottom line there is 
plenty of room to chop in the of the 
post office, except that  most slips have left 
that space unused except for the Inchon 
which has faithfully chopped in "Inchon" in 
Figures 8 and 9.   

Figure 6:  Postage due attachment by local 
post office  Fig.ure 7:    Older chop plus newer postage 

due slip.              
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  The writing in these illustra-
tions shows a little of the difference in writ-
ing with very k lettering in one and the 
prettier angled writing in Figure 47 Alt-
hough the notification due being 
indicated twice seems it 
should be noted that most of the time    

the sending p. o. strikes the envelope 
“postage due,” and the receiving p. o. also 
does its postage due work by pasting a 
onto the 

Anything new that could be added to 
the above would be  

 

Fig ure s 8 and 9:  Often the sending post office strikes the envelope with “postage due”  and the 
receiving post office pastes on a slip of paper                                                                            KP 
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Japanese Temporary 
Uch’eso Cancels Used 

in Korea 1905-1911 

 
Kenneth Clark 

Following victory in the Russo-
Japanese War and with the continued occupa-
tion of Korea by Japanese military forces, the 
whole of the former Korean postal communi-
cations system was merged with that of the 
Japanese system on the 1st July 1905. Prior to 
this, the Korean Postal Administration and the 
Japanese Postal system in Korea existed along 
side each other on the Korean Peninsula and 
engaged in fierce competition, but with 
Japan’s appropriation of the Korean postal 
facilities, an amalgamation was effected. 

 
Korean postal facilities, such as post 

offices, telegraph offices, acceptance points, 
and temporary staging posts, were simply tak-
en over by Japan.  At this point, there were 
385 mail-handling entities, and, of these, 335 
were temporary staging posts (Temporary 
Uch’eso Offices). The introduction of the 
Uch’eso types of cancels from 1905 to 1911, 
in three distinct styles, was for usage in these 
temporary/provisional post offices often lo-
cated in remote locations in Korea.   

 
These cancels, particularly types 1 and 

2, are quite scarce/rare, while type 3 is con-
sidered scarce, but all are rare from any of the 
remote/lesser used post offices in Korea. The 
use of the Uch’eso cancels on Japanese mili-
tary mail is indeed rare and examples are 
shown of all three cancel types in Figures 10, 
11, and 12.   

 
Type 1.  The Maru-ichi Uch’eso Date-stamp 
 

Following victory in the Russo-
Japanese War, the whole of the former Kore-
an postal system was merged with that of Ja-
pan under the Japan-Korea Communications 
Amalgamation signed on the 1st April 1905 
(Meiji 38).  With this, the Uch’eso post offic-

es, which were the means of communication 
used by the Korean postal administration, were 
taken over by the Japanese as Provisional 
Uch’eso offices.  In these offices a Japanese 
style maru-ichi type cancel was used in which 
“Kan” appeared in the country name slot at the 
top of the cancel, and “Rin” appears in the post 
number slot at the bottom of the cancel. These 
cancels were in use for about a year and a half 
from the middle of 1905 (Meiji 38) until the end 
of 1906 (Meiji 39).  

 
In that the Uch’eso single circle type of 

maru-ichi date-stamp, peculiar to the Korean 
postal system, and the only type used with the 
characters “Kan” (Korea) appearing at the top 
of the cancel and “Rin” (temporary/provisional) 
appearing in the space where the post number 
would normally be, this modification of a Japa-
nese maru-ichi cancel was adopted as the date-
stamp for the Japanese Temporary Uch’eso of-
fices in Korea. 

 
In the early period after amalgamation, 

the date-stamps from the Korean period were 
put into use unchanged, with just the letter 
“Rin” added. There are examples where the 
“Rin” is absent or illegible, but they can be 
identified as being Temporary Uch’eso maru-
ichi postmarks as “Kan” appears in the place-
name space. The normal Type 1 Uch’eso can-
cels are shown in Figure 1 for Umchuk 
(Umcheuk) and Figure 2 for Juksan (Chiksan). 

Kan 
Umchuk 
38.10.12 

Rin 

Figure 1: Type 1a Uch’eso cancel.          

Kan 
Juksan 

39.12.10 
Rin 

Figure 2: Type 1b Uch’eso cancel. 
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The Japanese wasted no time in promot-
ing the integration process and quickly set 
about altering the designations from the Korean 
Post period.  The 355 Temporary Uch’eso that 
existed at the time of integration became Mail 
Handling Offices, Postal Agencies, and Uch’e-
so offices. In 1909 there were 151 Uch’eso, a 
figure that was reduced to 97 by 1911. 

 
The Korean maru-ichi dates-stamp was 

designed for use with “Rin” inserted in the low-
er part, but there are examples where date-
stamps from the time of the Korean postal ad-
ministration were adopted without change.  
These were used with “2nd Post” characters 
being left in place, and the following two ex-
amples are known, the Koyang cancel being 
illustrated in Figure 3. 

Koyang 
39.7.22 

Otsu Tei (2nd Post) 

 Figure 3: Type 1c KOREAN Uch’eso cancel. 

 Although the Uch’eso listing gives 
many post offices that could have handled mail 
using the Korean Type 1 cancel, only very few 
of these post offices have been recorded and 
are listed in Table 1. 
 
 
 
Table 1 

Korean Post-Temporary Post Offices 

Office Date Stamp Used 

Sihung 
(Shiheung)  

M38.7.8  Otsu-Tei 
(2nd Post) 

Japan-Korea 
Amalgamation 
commemora-
tive 

Koyang  M39.7.22 Otsu-Tei 
(2nd Post) 

 

Type 2.  Maru-ni Uch’eso Date-stamps 
 
As explained in the section on the maru-

ichi date-stamps, the ‘Uch’eso’ was the means 
of communication under the Korean postal ad-
ministration and was taken over as Temporary 
Uch’eso. In the Temporary Uch’eso, the post-
mark first used in the Japanese comb-pattern 
postmark period was in a form where the D and 
E positions were lacking. This type 2 Uch’eso 
cancel, being a modified Japanese comb cancel, 
with D and E (as shown in Figure 4) lacking 
and modified was used from December 1906 
(Meiji 39) to February 1908 (Meiji 41).   

Figure 4: Layout of the standard Japanese 
‘Comb’ cancel 

 This type 2 cancel without D and E 
resembles the Japanese maru-ni rather than 
the comb-type date-stamp. The bottom section 
is divided down the middle by a vertical line 
with “U” at the right and “Che” at the left.  In 
the centre section the year (Meiji), month and 
day are written, reading from right to left in 
Chinese numerals.  In the winter of 1906, the 
Japanese distributed a new type of date-stamp 
to be used specifically in the Uch’eso post 
offices. An example of this Tpe 2 Uch’eso 
cancel is illustrated in Figure 5 for the town of 
Daehung (Taeheung). 

Daehung 
40.5.7 

U / Che 

Figure 5: Type 2 Uch’eso cancel. 
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The date-stamps of the Temporary 
Uch’eso employ Chinese numerals for the 
date, and in only one case is the use of Arabic 
numerals recorded, from the location of 
Taechon (Taecheon) as in Figure 6. Other var-
iations are known with a mixture of Chinese 
characters and Arabic numerals. 

Taechon 
40.9.9 

U / Che 

Figure 6: Type 2 variation. 

 

This special form of postmark gave way 
in 1908 (Meiji 41) to the Korea-type Uch’eso 
comb cancel. 
 
Type 3.  Comb-type Uch’eso Date-stamps. 
 

In 1908, a new Uch’eso postmark was 
distributed in the modified form of a Japanese 
comb-type date-stamp known as the Korea type 
comb-cancel.  Figure 4 illustrates the layout of 
the Japanese comb cancel with the comb ap-
pearing in B and D, while a typical example of 
this Type 3 Uch’eso cancel is illustrated in Fig-
ure 7 from the location of Samsu. 

 

Samsu 
44.11.17 
Ucheso 

Figure 7: A normal Type 3 Uch’eso 
cancel. 

Variations of the Type 3 Uch’eso 
cancel exist showing place name charac-
ters in the form of the maru-ni type cancel 
and also with Arabic numerals or a combi-
nation of Chinese characters and Arabic 
numerals in the date sector C. 

Such a variation of the comb-type 
Uch’eso cancel is shown in Figure 8 with the 
town name shown in the A-B sector in the form 
of a Type 2 maru-ni Uch’eso cancel; the illus-
trated cancel is from the location of 
Chungpyong (Cheongpyeong). In another can-
cel known only from Umchuk, the D-E sector 
shows the maru-ni U/Che characters. 

Chungpyong 
41.5.12 
Ucheso 

Figure 8: Maru-ni type variation of the 
comb-type Uch’eso cancel. 

Another variation is illustrated in Fig-
ure 9 from Haman post office; instead of just 
the town name characters in positions A, the 
characters “Kan” have been added, and in po-
sition B the comb has been inserted. Examples 
are known from the two offices shown in Ta-
ble 2.  

Kan. Haman 
42.7.15 
Ucheso 

Figure 9:   Sector B showing comb 
as in the Japanese domestic comb 

 

Table 2. 
Use of the Country Name Kan/Korea in Sector 
A of the Korean Comb Cancel 

Office Earliest Use Latest Use 

Kan. Haman 15 July 1909  

Kan. 
Hunghae 

24 January 
1910 

June 1911 

 Examples of each of the three types of 
cancels on cover are shown in Figures 10-12. 



Korean Philately 

Page 43 

Nov. 2012, Vol. 54, #4  &  Feb. 2013, Vol. 55, #1 

FIGURE 10,  1906 Type 1 Uch’eso cancel on military mail from 
Japanese Infantry 52nd Regiment, Yeongheung, Korea, to Kita Mu-

rayama-gun, Japan, cancel ‘Kan, Yeongheung, 39. 12. 20, Rin’ 
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FIGURE 11, Type 2 Uch’eso cancel on military mail from Military 
Police Post, Taeheung, Korea, to Muko-gun, Japan, cancel 
‘Taeheung, 40. 3. 28, U/Che’   
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FIGURE 12, Type 3 Uch’eso cancel on military mail from Japanese 
Infantry 8th Regiment, Hupgok, Korea,  to Yama-gun, Japan, cancel 
‘Hupgok, 43. 4. 25, Postal Station’ 

 
Modified and reproduced with permission from Kiku Shimbun 

KP 


