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Editorial 
Gary N. McLean 

I’m pleased to start this editorial with a 

word of congratulations to our long-time and 

faithful contributor, Kenneth Clark from the 

UK, who received a Gold Medal for his exhibit 

at JAPEX 2012. Thanks for all of your contri-

butions and congratulations on your success! 

 

The world is focused on Korea because 

of the rescinding of the treaty that ended the 

Korean War and the subsequent threats coming 

out of North Korea. It’s a dangerous time, not 

only for those living in South Korea, but also 

for those who are within reach of the North Ko-

rean weaponry. I have talked with many of my 

Korean friends. They tend not to think about 

the threats too much as they continue on with 

their lives, but it is clear that they recognize on 

a daily basis that the threat from the north has 

escalated. 

 

We have now been living in Florida for 

the past two months, and we love it! Two of 

our grandkids spent last week with us, and, 

even though the weather is cold for Floridians, 

they spent some time every day in the 

(unheated) pool and the ocean. They loved 

picking up shells from the beach! We drove 

from Minnesota down to Florida, and, with my 

wife’s “urgings,” I brought many of my stamp 

albums and miscellaneous covers with me to 

deliver to Michael Rogers for liquidation. So 

far, I am retaining my Korean holdings, but it is 

clear that the time is rapidly coming when I 

will need to get my collection on the market as 

my eyes continue to deteriorate. 

 

It is a wonderful feeling to know that 

we have a good reserve of articles to include in 

KP, and the partnership between John and me 

is working very well. I hope that we will be 

able to continue to make progress in getting 

caught up. In the meantime, keep submitting 

your articles.                             KP 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Back Issues of KP Available 

 

My KP back issues extend from Vol. 

XXI No. 4 of November 1972 to the pre-

sent.  I'd be happy to see any or all get into ap-

preciative hands. I’m willing to donate them to 

whoever would like them simply for the cost of 

shipping. Please contact me to let me know 

what you would like. 

 

Don Vorhis 

dgvorhis@gmail.com 

 

[Ed. Don has been a member since 1972 and 

has also served as president of KSS. He is ap-

proaching 90 years of age and is not in good 

health, so he is trying to dispose of his phila-

telic holdings. He has been successful in doing 

this, with the exception of his collection of 

KPs.] 

 

Stamp Exchange 

 

I have a few questions for you. What is 

the best way to communicate with other mem-

bers of KSS? Is there an email distribution list 

available? I wanted to reach out to other mem-

bers and see if they would be willing to trade or 

sell any duplicate souvenir sheets they might 

have in their inventory. Additionally, are there 

any extra "my own stamps" that have the KSS 

logo on them for sale? 

 

Brian McDonald 

beezermcd@hotmail.com 

 

[Ed. The directory does list e-mail addresses 

for those members who use e-mail. In addition, 

every KSS member has the right to have a 

member advertisement included in each issue 

of KP. Hope this helps.] 
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Post Card Identification Help Requested 

 

Does anyone have any idea what the 

significance is of the images on the following 

post cards (Figure 1)? 

Michael Rogers 

stamps@michaelrogersinc.com 

 

I'm not a post card specialist, but my 

best guess would be these are Japanese Colo-

nial Period post cards.  

Peter Beck 

beckpeterm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postal Savings Stamps from Korea 

 

I am a revenue collector form Argen-

tina. However, I became interested in postal 

savings stamps. I want to have some informa-

tion about the postal savings series of 1960 and 

1962. Were these stamps only intended for 

postal purposes? Or were they intended to be 

affixed to some cards, as in other countries, for 

postal savings accounts? 

 

Ernesto Lopez 

 ernelopez@gmail.com 

 

[Ed. Here’s the problem with not having a de-

tailed revenue catalog in English. Does anyone 

know the answer?] 

Career Move for KSS President, Peter Beck 

 

I moved to Seoul on January 2, 2012, to 

be the Korea Representative for the Asia Foun-

dation, the same organization in which I in-

terned 22 years ago. My office is right next to 

my favorite area, Insa-dong/Bukchon, so do 

visit me when your travels take you to Seoul. 

 

Peter Beck 

beckpeterm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Korean Stamps and Covers at Auc-

tion 

 

Gaertner will have the NK cover/

stationery collection of a Berlin collector (a 

veteran "Asian hand." His Japan and Korean 

Kingdom/Empire already sold in the 

1980s/90s) and was finally dissolved in his 

September sale. Lots of stuff I have never seen 

on cover, e.g., 1947/48 foreign mail covers sent 

by Benedictine monks who were later mur-

dered in NK prisons.  Website for illustrations, 

descriptions, estimates, and prices realized can 

be found at http://www.interasia-auctions.com/

cgi-bin/chap_auc.php?site=1&lang=1&sale= 

24&chapter=26&page=1 

  

Figure 1:  Japanese Colonial Period Post Cards ? 
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Florian Eichhorn 

florian-eichhorn@t-online.de 

 

Wonderful!  I have never seen NK 

overprints on cover before.  Front end sold 

well.  Back end seems a bit overpriced! 

 

Peter Beck 

 

…particularly the strip with the Kangh-

wamun cancel: HK was probably the wrong 

site to sell North Korea material. 

  

Florian Eichhorn 

 

 

 Sheffield Philatelic Society Meeting 

 

This is just to report that I received to-

day (May, 2011) the most recent issue of Ko-

rean Philately.  

 

The letter from Kenneth Clark 

prompted me to write that I met him for the 

first time last week at the 2011 meeting of the 

Association for British Philatelic Societies that 

was held here in Sheffield.   

 

The Sheffield Philatelic Society, of 

which I am the Secretary, has had a busy two 

weeks. A fortnight ago, we celebrated our 

2000th meeting (we were founded in 1894) on 

28 April, 2011, and the following week we 

hosted the ABPS 2011 meeting at the Ponds 

Forge International Sports Venue's sports hall 

from 6 to 7 May, 2011.  In addition to the com-

petitions, there were non-competitive displays 

including a selection from the Queen's Collec-

tion, and a history of the Sheffield Philatelic 

Society through a display of its annual dinner 

menus from the 1890s to the present, including 

our famous Pie and Peas Suppers! 

 

I was delighted to learn that one atten-

dee with whom I had been chatting quite a bit 

was actually Kenneth Clark of the Japan Phila-

telic Group, which, along with some other so-

cieties, was meeting in conjunction with ABPS 

2011.  I also learned that not only had Ken 

been to Korea, but also he had actually lunched 

with Gary McLean! This encounter with Ken 

made me realize how important it is for us in 

Korean philately to have contacts with people 

collecting the other East Asian nations, and 

perhaps to plan to do something together with 

the other specialist societies. There is so much 

cross-fertilization that could take place! 

 

James Grayson 

j.h.grayson@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

 

 

Mystery Booklet 

 

On the next two pages is another mys-

tery booklet. 

 

On the cover (Figure 2a) next to the ca-

thedral and under the Korean writing, are the 

words: "Centennial Anniversary of Special En-

voy to the Hague."  On the back of the cover  

(Figure 2d) in the lower left is the "MINISTRY 

OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICA-

TION REPUBLIC OF KOREA" logo and Ko-

rean and English wording. 

 

Inside is all in Korean (Figures 2b & 

2c) with four of the "Centennial Anniversary of 

Special Envoy to 

 

 

the Hague" stamps (KPC 2566, Scott 2255) 

attached.  It looks official (just like the PHILA-

KOREA booklet did) but no indication that one 

was prepared.  Any ideas? 

 

Stew Steres 

stewbedubedu@juno.com 

 

Looks official to me; it is too artisti-

cally/professionally constructed for someone to 

pump-out only 10. 

 

Harry Penn, Webmaster 

mailto:hpenn@bright.net  
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Figure 2b: "Centennial Anniversary of Special Envoy to the Hague" booklet 

Figure 2a: "Centennial Anniversary of Special Envoy to the Hague" booklet 
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Figure 2c: "Centennial Anniversary of Special Envoy to the Hague" booklet 

Figure 2d: "Centennial Anniversary of Special Envoy to the Hague" booklet 
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North Korean Mailbox 

 

This is the first time I have ever seen a 

North Korean mailbox (Figure 3)  American 

Ray Cunningham is one of the three prolific 

NK photographers that I try to monitor. 

 

Peter Beck 

beckpeterm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Stamp of DPRK’s New Leader 

 

I believe this is the first stamp that fea-

tures Kim Jong-un (issued the end of December 

2011). 

 

Peter Beck 

beckpeterm@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Request for Stamps from Young Philatelists 

 

I live in Kazan in Russia. My friends 

and I are engaged in a philatelic club for chil-

dren. This is our passion and hobby. We are 

from 6 to 12 years old. We love to read books 

about the history of stamps and philatelic items, 

adventures, ancient cities, and exotic locations. 

We have very interesting and fun times. We 

collect stamps, philatelic material, and informa-

tion on stamps and postal services of different 

countries. We collect stamps on different topics 

- sports, flora, fauna, art, and more. In the club 

we hold theme evenings on various topics. Un-

fortunately, we can find stamps only of Russia.  

 

Stamps from other countries we used to 

find on envelopes. But the envelopes now come 

often come without stamps. We have old stamp 

albums where we put stamps and then admire 

them. 

 

Our friends have recently visited your 

country. They have very vivid memories and 

pleasant experiences, especially about your 

people. They told us many interesting things 

and good things about your country. They were 

delighted with the cultural, historical, and ar-

chitectural monuments, and many told us about 

them. In particular we were interested to learn 

about the traditions of your country. We have 

visited your site, and we liked it. There's a lot 

of useful information for us as young philate-

lists. When we are older, we want to be travel-

ers and visit your country. This visit will be a 

great pleasure for us, as it has become our 

dream. We would like to know more about you. 

We would like to know more about you and 

your stamps and philatelic materials. Your 

brand is one of the most beautiful in the world, 

and we are very interested in your product.  

 

Please could you ask your members to 

send us some gadgets and stamps. We would 

be very grateful to you for any help. It is very 

important to us, and we hope for your under-

standing. We badly know English, and so we 

use the Google translator. Therefore, we apolo-

gize if there are errors in our letter. 

 

My address is Botanicheskaya 9-68, 

Kazan, Russia, 420059 

 

Karim Zagidullin 

karzagid@gmail.com  

Figure 3: North Korean Mailbox 

Figure 4: Kim Jong-Un 
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Elizabeth Keith and Christmas Seals 

 

 I inherited this picture of “Mother and 

Child” from my mother-in-law (Figure 5a). 

While doing research on Elizabeth Keith, the 

artist, I discovered that this painting served as 

the basis for the 1934 Korean Christmas Seal. 

(Figure 5b). Can you tell me anything more 

about this? 

 

[Ed. Unfortunately, my computer crashed after 

having inserted this letter, and by then both my 

e-mail and Harry Penn’s e-mail systems had 

deleted the original letter. So, I am creating 

this letter from memory (though the images re-

mained) and cannot give proper credit to the 

author.] 

 

Noted Korean philatelist, Dr. Sherwood 

Hall, a medical missionary, was responsible for 

bringing Christmas seals to Korea in 1932. He 

brought the idea back with him after a visit to 

the U.S. 

 

Elizabeth Keith’s (1887-1956) wood-

block prints served as the basis for two Korean 

Christmas seals: this one (in 1934) and Chil-

dren Flying Kite (in 1936).  

 

 

 

Presentation Sheets 

 

I'm a collector from China. I bought the 

latest KPC catalogue and read it in recent 

months. From 1948 to 1957, S. Korean Post 

issued 120 Presentation Sheets. Could these 

presentation sheets be used for postage? Do 

entire covers exist for these sheets? 

Figure 5a: Mother and Child painting 

Figure 5b: 1934 Korean Christmas Seal 
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Yin Chang Niu 

yinchang.niu@gmail.com 

 

http://www.pennfamily.org/KSS-USA/

proof&pres-sheets.html Read about “Proof” 

and “Presentation “ Sheets. 

  

Proof and Presentation sheets are the 

most desired objects of South Korean stamp 

collectors.  They were always specially pro-

duced, and specially released by the postal ad-

ministration, NOT to the stamp buying and let-

ter mailing public. If a dumb Korean pasted a 

Presentation Sheet to a envelope and took it to 

a Korean Post Office, the postal clerk would 

accept the letter as if nothing was wrong; and 

when the dumb Korean was gone, the postal 

clerk would replace the Presentation Sheet with 

the proper postage stamp; and when the postal 

clerk was finished with his job, he would hurry 

to the nearest stamp dealer to sell the Presenta-

tion Sheet for BIG money.  Of course, three 

currency changes since 1948 make my dreamed

-up story impossible. 

  

I am not aware of any Presentation 

Sheet being placed on cover.  Covers are col-

lected with envelopes containing Post Office 

issued stamps, Post Office canceled, and 

mailed; or “First Day Covers” that are ceremo-

niously canceled, but not addressed or mailed. 

 

Harry Penn, Webmaster 

mailto:hpenn@bright.net  

 

 

 

Valuing an Old Collection 

 

I'm writing to you from Sydney, Austra-

lia.  My mother-in-law has a small but old col-

lection of stamps from her home country of 

South Korea.  She has asked me to try and find 

the monetary value/worth of the stamps within 

her collection, but I am having much difficulty 

in trying to achieve this.  I came across your 

website and understand you and your team are 

"experts" in this area.  I'm not even sure where 

to begin, but I was wondering if you would be 

so kind and obliging in answering the follow-

ing questions: 

  

How are stamps valued?  Who places a 

price on these stamps?  Are these the people I 

need to approach in order to find out the value 

of my mother-in-law's stamps? (Or are the val-

ues available in the Korean Postage Stamp 

Catalogue? I am unaware as to how to purchase 

a copy of this, too.) 

 

How are old valuable stamps sold and 

purchased? I understand some have passed 

through auction houses, such as Sotheby's, but 

is that a realistic and viable option for someone 

like my mother-in-law? 

 

If you are unable to aid me in my 

search, would you be able to direct me to a 

website, contact, or resource that might? 

  

Jane Kim 

janehan83@hotmail.com  

 

To make a long story, short:  In the in-

ternational stamp market, country-originating 

stamp catalogues set the catalogue-value, 

(Korean Postage Stamp Catalogue=KPC), 

hopefully after extensive pricing re-

search.  Then other major stamp-catalogue 

countries do their thing:  Great Brittan/Stanley 

Gibbons, Germany/Michael, and the U.S./

Scott. 

  

KPC assigns a 600-won catalogue value 

to newly listed stamps with a 250-won pur-

chase price.  Scott assigned a $.40 catalogue 

value to newly issued 2010 stamps.  Their ex-

cuse: all the stamp dealers say they need it be-

cause of business costs.  Todays exchange rate 

is $1=1142.65 won; 1-AUD=1182.7059 

on.  Stamp values begin rising about 5 years 

after issue, or because of stamp sell-out, or be-

cause of printing error, etc.  Example: In 2004, 

Jan. 16 S. Korea issued 4 stamps with the 

theme Nature of Dok-do about the same time 

they were arguing with Japan about ownership 

of the Island.  So Korean and International col-
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lectors bought up all 560,000 x 4 stamps is-

sued.  The KPC catalogue value at 5,000 won 

each, while the rest of 2004 issues are listed at 

600 won.  SCOTT prices them at $3.50 each, 

other 2004 stamps at $.60. 

 

Harry Penn, Webmaster 

mailto:hpenn@bright.net  

 

[Ed. Harry went on to talk about the effect of 

condition on values. Of course, the bottom line 

is that a collection is worth what someone will 

pay for it. And, as those of us who have tried to 

dispose of our collections find out, what we can 

sell a collection for is often much less than any 

catalogue suggests. The best way to value a 

collection is probably to have it appraised by a 

reputable dealer who is familiar with the 

stamps of Korean.]  

 
 

 

Cinderellas of Korea:  Any Information? 

 

As I was working on my Korean collec-

tion, I came across a group of CInderellas from 

Korea. I have no idea when, where, or how I 

acquired them, but I am curious about them. 

Can anyone help me out by providing informa-

tion? 

Figure 6 contains three blocks of eight 

with selvedge. Figure 7 contains two strips of 

two, while Figure 8 contains four strips of six 

(these are too long to show in full, so, as they 

were already folded, I am showing them in 

groups of 3). The stamps in Figures 7 and 8 are 

inscribed “Letter from Korea,” clearly designed 

as a tourist promotion effort to be affixed to the 

back of envelopes sent internationally from Ko-

rea. All stamps are rouletted. 

 

I know that some think that Cinderellas 

are an affront to philately. Yet, they are an es-

tablished branch of the field. I would appreciate 

any information that anyone can provide about 

them.     

 Gary McLean                             

Figure 7: Cinderellas Figure 6: Cinderellas 
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Figure 8: Cinderellas KP 
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A Short History of Korean Stamps 

 

 

       Andrei Lankov 

    Kookmin University 

 

 

 

 

 

Nowadays, many veteran philatelists 

are quite pessimistic about the future of their 

hobby. Fifty years ago, every schoolboy was 

collecting stamps, but now the tradition is obvi-

ously dying out. Perhaps, several decades ago, 

before TV, the internet, iPhones, and video 

games, stamps were among the few windows 

onto the Great World. Now competition is get-

ting too tough for the small pieces of paper. 

Nevertheless, philately is far from dead. 

 

Stamps were first introduced in Great 

Britain in 1840. The first Korean postal stamp 

was issued 44 years later, in 1884. We know 

precisely when it happened; on the first day of 

the tenth month (November 18, according to 

the Western solar calendar).  

 

In early 1884, young reform-minded 

officials persuaded the Korean court to estab-

lish a modern-type postal service. It was be-

lieved to be an essential tool for the country’s 

transformation from a medieval kingdom to a 

modern state. The King appointed a prominent 

reformer, Hong Yǒng-sik, to manage the new 

institution. 

 

The modern postal service required 

stamps. Therefore, the reformers ordered them 

in Japan. The first set of stamps consisted of 

five different values--5, 10, 25, 50, and 100 

mun. Like most stamps of the era, their appear-

  ance was not especially sophisticated--just 

small pieces of papers. The cheaper stamps had 

only one color; the 5-mun stamp was red, while 

the most expensive 100-mun stamp was printed 

in two colors. All stamps had inscriptions in 

Chinese characters, which could be read by any 

educated Koreans, Chinese, or Japanese, while 

the more expensive ones were also marked in 

English, “Corean Post” (note the use of “C”, 

not “K” to render the name of the country).  

 

The total number of stamps was impres-

sive--2.8 million stamps of all five types were 

ordered from the Japanese printers. This in-

cluded a half-million 5-mun and one million 10

-mun stamps.  

 

Initially it was expected that the cheaper 

5- and 10-mun stamps would be used for do-

mestic correspondence, while the more expen-

sive stamps would be attached to international 

mail. This is why they had English captions as 

well. However, only the 5- and 10-mun stamps 

actually went into circulation. They were at-

tached to mail sent from Seoul to nearby 

Incheon. The more expensive 25-, 50- and 100-

mun stamps were never used. By the time of 

their delivery, the postal office had been re-

duced to rubble! 

 

Why did it happen? Actually, the re-

formers did not only want to establish a modern 

postal service. They had much more serious 

(and sinister) plans in mind. To commemorate 

the opening of the postal office, they arranged a 

banquet to which all the prominent conserva-

tive leaders were invited. In the midst of the 

feast, the reformers attacked the conservatives 

with swords and knives. The banquet was a de-

liberate trap. The reformers wanted to wipe out 

all of their opponents in one powerful stroke.  
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However, things did not work out as 

expected. Whatever the motivations of the re-

formers (many of whom are still revered in Ko-

rea nowadays), the common people saw the 

“post office massacre” as a bloody coup staged 

against a legitimate government. The obvious 

Japanese support did little but harm to the re-

formers’ reputation; to the common people, 

they appeared not only as enemies of the peace 

and order, but also as agents of a foreign and, 

likely, hostile country. The reformist govern-

ment managed to last for just few days, to be 

overthrown by a Chinese intervention and 

popular riots. Among the victims of the back-

lash was Hong Yǒng-sik, the founding father of 

Korean Post.  

 

After the downfall of the reformers, the 

postal service ceased to function. Out of an ini-

tial printing of 1.5 million, only seventeen used 

5- and 10-mun stamps have survived to this 

day.  .  Now each surviving stamp costs 9 mil-

lion won (some $8,000 US). The authenticity 

of these stamps is hotly debated among serious 

collectors. Sadly, no stamps on cover have ever 

been found. If an authentic envelope with such 

a stamp were ever discovered, it would cost 

many times more! This is one of those rare 

cases where the used stamp is worth far more 

than the mint stamp.  Mint copies of Korea’s 

first two stamps can be bought for around 

50,000 won in Seoul, or around $40 abroad. 

Equally surprisingly, the higher value 25-, 50-, 

and 100-mun denominations, which were never 

used, can be bought for around 10,000 won. 

 

For the next 11 years, Japan ran its own 

postal service in Korea. Finally, in 1895, when 

a new reformist government was established in 

Seoul, the postal service was restored and re-

vived. The reborn Post issued new stamps, this 

time valued in p’un (a small copper coin essen-

tially the same as mun).  

 

Over the 1884-1905 period, the Korean 

postal service issued 55 different stamps, in-

cluding the first commemorative stamp, issued 

in 1902 to commemorate the 40th anniversary 

of King Kojong’s reign.  

 

In 1905, the Japanese government 

forced Korea to give up the right to manage its 

own postal service. From then on, it was subor-

dinated to the Japanese postal system.  To com-

memorate the merger of the two postal ser-

vices, a special Japanese stamp was issued. 

However, for a while, Korean stamps could 

still be used within Korea. Only by late 1909 

did they completely go out of circulation.  

 

The restoration of the country’s inde-

pendence in 1945 also meant the restoration of 

its postal service. But how could you have a 

functioning postal service without stamps? For 

a brief while, Japanese stamps were still used, 

to the great displeasure of the customers. In 

February, 1946, six old Japanese stamps had 

Korean script printed over them. Interestingly, 

these overprints contained an old Korean name 

for Korea--Chosǒn (this name still remains in 

use in the North, while in the South it has been 

replaced by Hanguk).  

 

The first South Korean stamps were 

printed by the USMG and appeared on 1 May 

1946. Appropriately, these first stamps of a 

newly independent country formed a set of six, 

entitled ‘The Liberation of Korea.” Four of the 

six depicted the same scene: a man, woman, 

and child, against a background of a Korean 

national flag. It is worthy of note that these 

stamps, commemorating the end of the Japa-

nese rule, were actually printed in Japan. Korea 

still lacked the necessary technology. Neverthe-
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less, from August 1946, all Korean stamps 

have been printed domestically. 

 

The stamps of 1948 commemorated a 

number of important events in South Korean 

history--the introduction of a new Constitution, 

parliamentary elections, and the inauguration of 

President Syngman Rhee (14 years later, in 

1962, another stamp would commemorate his 

downfall during the students’ revolution of 

1961). One of the 1948 stamps was issued to 

mark the 1948 Olympic Games, the first Olym-

pics in which Korean athletes competed under 

their own national flag. Technically, all of 

these stamps were still issued by the US mili-

tary government. These stamps are simple, but 

beautiful and rare.  Only 50-100,000 were 

printed of each.  

 

During the Korean War, the postal ser-

vice issued 44 stamps to honor the 21 countries 

that sent their forces to fight in the War. Each 

country was honored by two stamps: one with a 

green background and the other with a blue 

background. However, 21 by two is 42, not 44. 

The reason for the discrepancy was that there 

were two versions of stamps commemorating 

Italy. Initially, a designer had used an outdated 

atlas and reproduced an old Italian flag with a 

royal crown. It was discovered when the 

stamps went into circulation, so two new 

stamps had to be issued, this time the designer 

(a different one) got the flag right! 

 

From 15 August 1948 to 31 December 

2009, Korean Post issued 2,716 different 

stamps (an additional 37 stamps and imprints 

were issued during the US military rule of 1945

-1948). However, in recent years stamps have 

gradually lost their popularity. The explosive 

growth of e-mail makes good letter writing in-

creasingly outdated.  

Signs of crisis are everywhere. Since 

the 1990s, the sale of stamps in Korea has dra-

matically declined. It is remarkable that stamp 

collecting, once a favorite pastime of boys, has 

become a reserve of old gentlemen. It helps to 

drive prices for collectors’ items high, but for 

the future of philately (as this hobby is offi-

cially known), it does not bode well. 

 

Korean Post has tried to find imagina-

tive ways to save stamps from gradual extinc-

tion. One of the solutions is personalized 

stamps ordered by individuals; modern printing 

technology makes this quite easy. Such stamps 

are popular in many developed countries; after 

all, they make wonderful souvenirs. In Korea, 

customers are not given complete freedom to 

make their own stamps. Any prospective de-

sign has to receive official approval from the 

postal service.  

 

 However, the gradual demise of the 

stamp collecting seems to be unstoppable. 

Well, all traditions and institutions end one 

day, and stamps are no exception; they are, af-

ter all, merely a device once invented to make 

communications more convenient. Now, there 

are better ways to communicate than through 

snail mail!                                                   KP 

         

South Gate on Stamps 
 Fred Underwood 

 

The tragic destruction of Seoul’s South 

Gate prompted me to look for Korean stamps 

featuring the Gate (Figure 9) . The first I could 

find is Scott #104 from the 3rd Won Series, is-

sued in 1948-49. It features a hand-drawn im-

age of the Gate on a 50-won stamp litho-

graphed in violet blue. There are also sur-

charged varieties.  

 

The 2nd stamp is the 10-hwan green im-

age of the Gate, Scott #252 and #271. I am un-

aware of any further definitive stamps featuring 
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the Gate. The first commemorative using an 

image of the Gate is KPC #326, Scott #310, 

part of a two-stamp issue commemorating the 

1960 Olympics. 

 

Over the years, the South Gate has ap-

peared in numerous commemoratives, though 

none specifically dedicated to the South Gate. 

For example, Scott #479, marking the 15th An-

niversary of the Liberation of Seoul, shows the 

South Gate with stylized fireworks above it. 

Some of the other stylized depictions of the 

Gate include Scott #1513, the ’88 Olympics; 

Scott #1681, UPU; and Scott #1916, Dental 

Congress. See some of these stamps illustrated 

below. 

 

This symbol of Korea is widely known 

around the world. It would be fitting to see a 

new stamp commemorating the Gate’s recon-

struction.                                                      KP 

It was followed, however, in a matter of 

a week or so by a report that the payroll 

amounts would not change, resulting in a pay 

cut in real value of 1/100th. A worker who had 

received a salary of 3,000 won would, thus, 

continue to receive 3,000 won, but it would 

now be worth only 30 won in old currency. 

 

It was also confirmed that the exchange 

of old currency for new was not liberal, but 

controlled by a household quota. It was made 

clear, thus, that the main target of this drastic 

operation was intended to slash “closet banking 

caches” to nil.  

 

The chaos started by this transaction 

caused severe inflation. It was reported recently 

that a manager of “National Economy Project,” 

Pak Nam-Gi, was shot to death.  

 

Accompanying this happening, I sus-

pected, first, that there would be a whole 

change of postal rates and fees, with major de-

creases by 1/100th, producing a rate of 30 jon 

for domestic letters and cards, which had previ-

ously been 30 won. This would have necessi-

tated the overprinting of existing old stamps, 

simply because this all happened so suddenly, 

and there would be no time to prepare new 

stamps beforehand. 

 

The answer is shown in Figures 10 and 

11, reflecting a slight increase in real domestic 

rates, only domestically, I would presume, 

from 10 won to 3 won. Now I am trying to ob-

tain more samples, materials, and information. 

Figure 9: Seoul’s South Gate 

Currency Reform in DPRK, 2010 
  Taizo Maeda 

 

Late last year (2010), North Korea an-

nounced a drastic economic reform through the 

introduction of a new currency. While the name 

of the currency was not changed, the new cur-

rency was worth 100 times the old currency. In 

other words, devaluation of currency occurred, 

resulting in a value of 1/100th of the previous 

value. 
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Figure 10: Currency Reform in DPRK, 2010 

Figure 11: Enlarged, Currency Reform in DPRK, 2010 KP 
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My Stamp Purchasing Experiences in 

North Korea 
Yong Yi 

 

I had visited North Korea 15 times from 

2000 to 2006 with a duration of 4 weeks each. 

Each time I visited, I bought many souvenirs 

back to the US for friends and family. Souve-

nirs included silver coins, books, magazines, 

DPRK currency, and stamps.  

 

Stamps were widely available to tour-

ists, and it was very easy to obtain them in the 

form of single stamps or stamp booklets. The 

stamps are sold at every bookstore, souvenir 

shop, and some telephone booths at major ho-

tels in North Korea. The stamp booklets could 

be purchased between 2-10 US dollars per 

booklet, depending on the type and quantity of 

stamps in each booklet. Due to their inexpen-

sive prices, the stamps made perfect gift.  

 

After many visits to North Korea, I 

wanted to find some unique stamps, so I visited 

Main Stamp Shop (the Stamp Museum in 

Pyungyang) many times. Here, I saw every 

stamp that had been issued by DPRK on dis-

play. Most stamps on display can be purchased 

at the price suggested in the Korean Stamp 

Catalogue printed by DPRK Stamp Corpora-

tion. However, Neither bookstores, souvenir 

shops, telephone booths, nor Main Stamp Shop 

Figure 12:  NK Domestic 100 won bill (2000) 

Figure 13:  NK Domestic 500 won bill (2000) 
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carried or sold general use stamps to tourists. 

The only way to buy general use stamps was to 

make specific requests with bookshop sales 

persons to look for specific item at stamp cor-

poration headquarters, local post offices, or 

individual collectors for later purchase on your 

next visit to North Korea. This is how I col-

lected general use stamps and stamp sheets 

from North Korea. 

 

Beginning in 2000, the North Korean 

government introduced new denomination of 

100, 500, and 1000 won paper currency 

(Figures 12, 13, and 14). The issue of new 

money combined DRPK’s three existing cur-

rencies into one. Ba Kun Don Blue and Red 

(exchange money) was used mainly to ex-

change foreign currency (Figure 15). Also, at 

the same time, the North Korean government 

started to pay wages to its people with money. 

The people were given purchasing power, 

changing the North Korean economic system to 

a semi-capitalistic society. There are many cur-

rencies that are circulating in North Korea; US 

Dollar, Euro, Japanese Yen, Chinese Yuan, and 

North Korean Won. Their uses differ. Only the 

North Korean Won can be used to purchase 

domestic products. The majority of products 

are imports, and imports can be purchased only 

with foreign currency. The products are dis-

played for sale in shopping centers, major mar-

ket places, hotels, and motels, and all shops 

that sell imported products display them and 

mark them with USD and Euro. Who would 

Figure 14:  NK Domestic 1000 won bill (2000) 

Figure 15:  NK Foreign Exchange bill 
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have thought that USD would be the most 

widely used currency in North Korea? 

 

The currency exchange rates used by 

banks and hotels are set by the central bank. 

However, for tourists, the exchange rates are 

set between the bank or hotel with your tour 

guide organization. For this reason, US tourists 

pay the highest price for products and services 

purchased in North Korea. The known US tour-

ist exchange rate is $1 to 150 Won (Figure 16). 

However, I actually got an exchange rate of $1 

to 1300 Won because the teller at the hotel ex-

change booth had mistaken me for a North Ko-

rean tourist visiting home from abroad. So, if 

anyone ever visits North Korea, expect to pay 

the highest price for goods and services for just 

being a U.S. American. 

Philately. I have collected many DPRK sheet 

stamps during my visit to North Korea from 

2001 to 2006. Also, I am interest in becoming a 

member of Korea Stamp Society. I have at-

tached some pictures of my collection (Figures 

17 – 23).  

 

Figure 16: Foreign Exchange Receipt 

 

Places that I visited and found a good 

selection of stamps: 

1. Main stamp Shop (Stamp Museum) 

2.  Koryo Hotel  

3.  Yanggakdo Hotel 

4.  Hyangsan Hotel 

 

I am happy to share my North Korean 

stamp collection with the readers of Korean 

Figure 17: Order of Soldier’s Honor (1952) 

                        Scott #45 

Figure 18:  Korea-

USSR Friendship 

      Scott #93 

Figure 19: Korea-

USSR Friendship 

    Scott #243 
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Figure 20:  Fishing Boat  

            Scott #510  

Figure 21:  Goat 

   Scott #765 
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Figure 22: Kim Chang Gol  

               Scott #590  

Figure 23: Gray Heron 

        Scott #645  KP 
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Scott #1-5,  Sixty Years Ago in KP 
 John Talmage 
 
 In the early years of the Korea Stamp 

Society there were frequent articles in Korean 

Philately as to whether Scott #1-5 (Figure 24) 

were ever legitimately used. See also Andrei 

Lankov’s article on page13. From time to time 

I will follow the thread of this discussion with 

reproductions from the KP archives.  Here are 

three from Volume I: #6, #10, and #11. 

 

KP Volume I, #6  (March, 1952) by KP Editor 

Harold Bearce,  
  SCOTT”S NO. 1-5 

 Until someone takes up and extended 

study of this first issue of Korea in used condi-

tion, especially on cover, and prove conclu-

sively if possible, one way or the other, there 

will always be differences of opinion as to 

whether or not these issues were used for the 

transmission of mail under surety of a sover-

eign nation.  This question is being dealt with 

here because it has been brought up by our 

member, Mr. Forrest W. Calkins, when he 

writes, “Did you ever see any of the first set 

genuinely used?  They are not listed in Scotts 

as used, but I have seen quite a few in other 

collections that appear to be used, although I do 

not have any in my collection used., of that par-

ticular set.” A hurried examination of the infor-

mation on hand seems to indicate that the 

stamps have been genuinely used to carry mail, 

but perhaps by no existing nation. 

 

 Mrs. H. K. Zirkle, an authority on early 

Korean, writes in the October, 1951, issues of 

The American Philatelist, 

 “On July 18, 1884, the Department of 

Posts was established at Seoul with Hong Yong 

Sik as Postmaster General.  The new post of-

fice was opened in Seoul Dec 4, 1884, and 

Branch offices in Chemulpo, Fusan (Pusan) 

and Wonsan.  The first issue of stamps (Scott 1

-5) came out at the same time and was distrib-

uted to the Branch offices.  During the course 

of a banquet being held on the opening day of 

the new government service, a revolution broke 

out among the people who believed the Post 

Office system was a device of ‘foreign devils’.  

The main Post Office in Seoul was sacked , the 

postmaster was killed, and three days later 

(Dec.7, 1884) the building with the supply of 

stamps was burned.  The Department of Posts 

was then non-existent ... From this, one may 

conclude that the first issue was in use from the 

Seoul Post Office about three days, and perhaps 

longer from the Branch post offices. 

 “ It is generally believed that the 5 and 

10 mon values of the First Issue were used for a 

short period. The higher values are not known 

in used condition, except one of the 100 mon 

which was found in the correspondence of the 

Bishop of London, but experts think the cancel-

lation was forged.” 

 

 So we see from Mrs. Zirkle’s writings 

that the revolution broke out as a result of the 

dislike for postage stamps, but we wonder why 

these people would kill the Seoul postmaster, 

sack the post office, and yet not take control of 

the stamps.  It was three days after issue before 

the post office building with the stamp supply 

was burned, and Mrs. Zirkle points out that we 

can conclude that this issue, then, was in use 

from the Seoul Post Office for three days … 

Figure 24: The Mon Issue Scott #1-5 
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but rather would it not be better to assume that 

this issue MIGHT HAVE BEEN IN USE ... 

instead of “was in use.” 

 

 NOW, Mr. Heath points out that the 

Japanese government claim that they never put 

these stamps in use ... if this is so then any use 

of them by anyone would be an example of us-

ing unissued stamps.  Mr. W. Lloyd Heath’s 

remarks are taken from the Korean Philately, 

Vol. I, No.3 

“While I was in Seoul I came into pos-

session of a book which had. been is-

sued, by "The Bureau of Communica-

tions" of the Residency General. It is 

not dated, but contains illustrations of 

all stamps issued under the old King-

dom of Korea. Some of the facts as 

given in this book are a little different 

than the general accepted theory. 

 

“The first page of this book illustrates 

the stamps under discussion, and the 

translation of the Japanese description 

is as follows: 

 

"These five varieties of postage stamps 

were made by our (i.e  Japanese govern-

ment) printing department in 1884 un-

der request from Korean Government).  

However, they were never issued due to 

the abolishment of Bureau (of Commu-

nications) due to Korean Uprisings on 

the day of the opening of the depart-

ment of communications in 1885 [sic]. 

Consequently these postage stamps 

were not used."  

 

“You will note that the official state-

ment is that these five stamps were 

never issued. Independent research  

while I was in Korea  leads me to be-

lieve that practically the entire supply 

was destroyed BUT that some were sto-

len and afterward placed on covers 

which were "canceled to order".  The 

stamps would NOT have been recog-

nized aa valid for postage by the Japa-

nese controlled P.0. Dept, and I cannot 

see where the covers could have been 

legitimately used." 

 

 But it seems to us that these 

stamps could have been used locally whether 

the Japanese government issued them officially 

or not - - - for the stamps were available for 

use, evidently 

 

KP Volume I, #10 (July, 1952), by Stephen G. 

Rich. 

 [This is a reprint of an article that ap-

peared in Western Stamp Collector on July 26, 

1949. The original article was written by 

Stephen G. Rich, before the beginning of the 

Korean War. The war created a widespread 

interest and study of the stamps of Korea, so 

some of his assertions did not survive future 

scrutiny, but here is the article as written. JT ] 

  

The Hermit Kingdom  
   

 Korea was long known as the “Hermit 

Kingdom” because of all the lands anywhere. it 

resisted, for the longest time, the admission of 

influence by persons from any other country.  

Only Tibet, inaccessible behind the mountains, 

and thinly populated, held out in hermit isola-

tion any longer. In stamp collecting, Korea has 

been a land of interest to the old-timers.  In re-

cent times, only a few enthusiasts have both-

ered with it. 

 

 The revival of its own postal issues 

since World War II and its liberation from 

Japanese domination may well bring Korea 

back into stamp interest.  The guess is here 

made, that anyone who works up a Korean col-

lection now, will quite likely find that he is 

ahead of the crowd. 

 

 The catalog may give you a misleading 

impression about Korea’s stamps at several 

places.  The “first issues” of Korea, the 1885-

1886 stamps, really rank as essays, and nothing 

more.  They were planned and made under 

Japanese influence on Korea.  But the Koreans 

would have nothing of the sort - not even a 

postal service. The stamps sent to Korea were 
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all destroyed in the rioting.  What we have is 

the stuff never delivered, and a large quantity 

of later printings - which not even the greatest 

experts admit they can distinguish. Considered 

in their real nature, as just essays, they are in-

teresting. 

 

 Cancelled copies dubious. Cancelled 

copies are almost always counterfeits.  A very 

few genuine cancelled copies are known - and 

the one known cover shows us how they were 

made.  They were slapped onto later covers 

along with enough current and valid stamps to 

pay the postage, in some cases. In others, we 

even suspect that the cancellation is privately 

faked. 

 

 [Rich’s article continues with an analy-

sis of the later Korean Kingdom/Empire issues. 

There is a subsequent article by Rich in KP 

Volume 1, #12, (reprinted from WSC, Nove.28, 

1950) which reiterates his claim that these 

stamps were “essays”. Jim Kerr in the Korean 

Kingdom and Empire Philatelic Catalog and 

Handbook (2nd Ed 1990) disagrees - “Rich 

chose to call #3-5 ‘essays’, a misapplication of 

the term;  they were prepared ethically, but cir-

cumstances prevented their coming into full 

postal use.” ] 

 

KP Volume I, #11 (August 1952), by Arthur 

Korzyn,  KSS Member #2 

 

[This article or a portion of it was attributed by 

Korzyn to an article in”Review of Reviews” of 

April 10, 1899.] 

 

 Korea, for many years, had had a kind 

of postal system by which a letter was taken to 

a certain office and the postage paid there. This 

system was in use for several hundred years.  

Such letters should have been sent out by spe-

cial messenger, but usually the person who was 

supposed to deliver the letter pocketed the 

money he was paid, and destroyed the letters.  

Corruption in Korea was supposed to have 

been even worse than it was in China or Japan 

in those days. 

 

 On Dec.14, 1884, the Japanese tried to 

introduce a modern postal system in Korea.  

Plates were ordered in Japan and the Imperial 

Japanese Government Printing Bureau made 

the first stamps of Korea, as a set of 5 values.  

While the higher values showed the inscription 

“Corean Post” the lowest value of 5 mon was 

destined for domestic mail only, and therefore, 

showed only the native characters.  The 5 and 

10 mon arrived at the post office first, while the 

other three values were not ready yet.   

Whether on account of this “new” postal sys-

tem, or for some other reason, we do not know, 

but in any case right then another revolution 

started.  The post office was burned and the 

stamps were withdrawn. One of the reasons 

given for all this trouble is that the Chinese did 

not like the inscription which reads “Great 

Corea” against which they protested.  Another 

reason given for the prejudice against the postal 

system is that the king of Corea did not want to 

pay for making the stamps and wages to the 

employees who had to sell them, and that he 

wanted to go back to the good old days where a 

system was used where he did not have to 

“pay”,  but was a partner in pocketing the 

money.  

 

 Only some very few copies of the 5 and 

10 mon are known to exist in postally used 

condition; of the other values only one copy of 

the 100 mon. This 100 mon copy was of the 

late Bishop of London taken from his corre-

spondence by his secretary.  THE WEST END 

PHILATELIST, which usually is very reliable, 

says that the history of this specimen seems 

quite straightforward. 

 

 The United States Consulate in Seoul 

sent out a circular letter on Jan 2, 1894, which 

stated that postage stamps were issued in 1884 

in Seoul, but before a single mail had been sent 

out or received the new post office was looted 

and destroyed.  The large government supply 

was bought up by a German firm (Kossack) ... 

no Korean stamps are to be had here now, none 

were ever genuinely cancelled.  Japanese and 

Chinese stamps are used entirely for foreign 

mail ... thus the story of the US Consulate at 
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that time. 

 

 The bitter argument - whether any of 

these stamps have been postally used or not - 

has been raging for many years, but the latest 

findings indicate that some very few copies ac-

tually exist genuinely used                      KP 

North Korea New Issues: 
  July 5, 2008 thru  2011 

 

2008 

 July 5: Minerals, 12w, serpentine; 75w, 

copper pyrite; 135w, sphalerite; 155w, molyb-

denite; booklet, contains the four stamps. 

 July 27: End of Korean War 55th Anni-

versary, pane of two stamps, 3w, Kim Il Sung 

and troops crossing Man River; 120w, Kim Il 

Sung, troops; pane of two stamps, 35w, differ-

ent view of Kim Il Sung, troops; 155w, celebra-

tion; souvenir sheet with 85w stamp, Kim Il 

Sung, battleground. 

 Aug. 8 or 9: Renaming of Jong Il Peak 

20th Anniversary, souvenir sheet with 120w 

stamp, the peak. 

 Aug. 20: National Cuisine, 3w, rice, 

wormwood cakes; 70w, rice cakes; 135w, pan-

cakes; 155w, garlic in soy sauce; booklet, con-

tains the four stamps. 

 Aug. 25: Kim Jong ll's Start of Leader-

ship over Songun Revolution 48th Anniversary, 

12w, soldiers with guns; souvenir sheet with 

135w stamp, Kim Jong Il with soldiers. 

 Sept. 2: UNESCO World Heritage Site/

Koguryo Tombs, pane of four stamps showing 

paintings from Anaktomb, 3w, mask dance; 

90w, Janghaedok, aide to King Kogukwon; 

120w, garage; 155w, statue; booklet, contains 

the four stamps. 

 Sept. 9: National Flag of the DPRK, 

3w, 15w, flag. 

 Sept. 9: Creation of North Korea 60th 

Anniversary, 3w, Cholima statue, city, flowers, 

North Korean flag; 12w, torch, people, flag of 

the supreme commander; 70w, soldiers; 120w, 

people on horses, train, truck, satellite anten-

nae; 160w, handshake; souvenir sheet with 

150w stamp, creation of national flag and arms. 

 Sept. 15: Transportation, 10 circular 

680w stamps, Christopher Columbus' Nina; 

Russian steam engine, 1910; Hindenburg over 

Lake Constance; dog sled team; cyclist Ivan 

Basso; Mercedes-Benz-Mets LF 16 fire truck; 

two Ferrari Enzos; Eurostar train; Concorde; 

Kaika, space dog, Sputnik 2. 

 Oct.2, 2008: Lake Chon on Mount 

Paektu, souvenir sheet with 135w stamp, fish.  

 Oct.20, 2008: Moran Hill, pane of four 

se-tenant stamps, 3 won, 45w, 100w, 135w, 

different scenes with flowering trees, buildings 

in garden, bridge.  

 Nov.1 or 15, 2008: Compulsory Secon-

dary Education 50th Anniversary, 12w, boy at 

computer, girl looking through microscope, 

beakers, atom, planet, basketball players.  

 Nov.17, 2008: People's Army Posters, 

12w, soldier with gun, flag; 85w, woman with 

grain, silhouette of factory.  

 Dec.3, 2008: Folk Customs/Furniture, 

50w, desk, lamp; 70w, small decorative table; 

120w, small chest, earrings; 170w, larger chest, 

earrings.  

 Dec.15, 2008: Ulmil Pavilion, souvenir 

sheet with 85w stamp, the pavilion in 3D.  

 

2009 
 Jan. 1, 2009: New Year, Juche 98, 3w, 

building, equestrian statue. Designer, Jon Kum 

Hui.  

 Jan. 14: Founding of Worker-Peasant 

Red Guards, 12w, armed man and woman in 

the guards, music, city scene; souvenir sheet 

with 160w stamps, the guards. Designer, Kim 

Hae Yong;  

 Jan. 25: Folk Games, 3w, tug-of-war, 

dog; 120w, boys playing game.  

 Feb. 16: Birthday of Kim Jong-Il/

Flowers, 3w, Crinum bracteutum; 12w, Bego-

nia cu. Irene Nuss; 120w, Callistemon 

phoeniceus; 160w, Plumeria rubra. Designer, 

AnChol;  

 Feb. 22: Proclamation of Program of 

Modeling the Whole Society on the Juche Idea, 

souvenir sheet with 170w stamp, Kim Jong Il 

with the proclamation. Designer, Kim Hae 

Yong;  

 Feb. 22: Joint Editorial, four souvenir 
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sheets, each with two se-tenant stamps, sheet 1, 

3w, hand holding torch, equestrian statue; 

170w, molten liquid poured from bucket; sheet 

2,12w, grain, countryside; 100w, musical in-

struments, music; sheet 3, 30w, hand with gun; 

120w, two soldiers, flag; sheet 4, two 100w 

stamps, map; hands on missile.  

 Feb. 25: China 2009 World Stamp Ex-

hibition, three souvenir sheets with se-tenant 

stamps, sheet 1, contains two stamps, 3w, 

100w, different paintings of peonies: sheet 2 

contains two stamps, 12w, horse; 90w, build-

ing; sheet 3 contains the four aforementioned 

stamps.   

 March 1: Popular Uprising of March 1 

90th Anniversary, 90 won, demonstrators, Pa-

goda Park.  

 March 8: International Women's Day 

100th Anniversary, 35w, mother and child, 

women dancing, birds.  

 April 15: Birthday of President Kim Il 

Sung, 3w, painting of horses; 12w, fossil with 

fish; 140w, gun; 150w, bear's head.  

 April 30: Central Zoo 50th Anniver-

sary/Birds, 12w, blue crane (Anthropoides 

paradiseus); 70w, northern goshawk (Accipiter 

gentilis); 120w, vega gull (Larus vegae); 140w, 

black crowned crane (Balearica pavonina).  

 April 30: Central Botanical Garden 50th 

Anniversary, 3w, 50w, 120w, 160w, various 

trees. Designer, Hans Song Rim; offset in 

sheets of six and booklets. 

 May 2: Sports, 12w, baseball; 90w, 

bowling; 160w, fencing; 200w, golf. Designer, 

Kim Hae Yong, Jo Won Nam; offset in sheets 

of nine and booklets. 

 May 5: IBRF 2009 Stamp Exhibition, 

overprinted and surcharged Zeppelin 100th An-

niversary, pane of four se-tenant stamps, 20w 

on 40 chon, 40w on 80ch, 109w on 1.20w, 

168w on 2.40w, various zeppelin airships. 

 May 6: Children's Union Camps, 3w, 

children with flags, butterfly; 80w, children 

with net, butterfly; 120w, camping, mushroom; 

170w, at beach, sailboat, umbrella, shell; sou-

venir sheet, contains the four stamps se-tenant, 

border inscription honors the Asian stamp exhi-

bition in Hong Kong. 

 May 14: 23rd International Stamp Ex-

hibit Hong Kong 2009, Sheet of 4 featuring the 

Children s stamps of May6  

 May 22: Battle in the Musan Area 70th 

Anniversary, souvenir sheet with 120w stamp, 

soldiers.  

 June 19, 2009: Kim Jong Il as Member 

of Central Committee of Workers' Party 45th 

Anniversary, pane of four se-tenant stamps 

showing Kim Jong Il, 3 won, working at desk; 

12w, talking to workers; 120w, visiting labora-

tory; 170w, with chefs, cooking pot, produce.  

 June 20: Universal Postal Union 135th 

Anniversary, 50w, emblem, airmail envelope, 

plane, satellite, map, ship, van, train.  

 July 1: Insects, 50w, Vespa mandarinia 

on rose; 90w, Cicindela japonica, dandelion; 

120w, Locusta migatoria, flower; 140w, 

Apaenogaster famelica, mushroom; booklet, 

contains pane of four stamps. Designers, Kim 

Hae Yong, Jo Wan Nam;  

 July 2: Monumental Edifices, 12w, Ok-

ryu Restaurant, Pyongyang; pane of four seten-

ant stamps, 3w, Kim Chaek University Library; 

70w, Taedongumun Theater; 90w, Chongryu 

Restaurant; 150w, Pyongyang Grand Theater.  

 July 8: Eternal Sun of Juche, pane of 

four se-tenant stamps featuring Kim Il Sung, 

12w, talking to leaders; 50w, military flag; 

70w, national flag; 140w, walking in field.  

 July 25: Public Health Work, 12w, 

nurse and boy, computer; 150w, hospital, am-

bulance, semitruck, helicopter.  

 July 27: Launch of Kwangmyongson 2 

satellite, souvenir sheet with 120w, rocket, sat-

ellite in orbit.  

 Aug. 3: Monument to Great Victory in 

the Northern Area, souvenir sheet with 120w 

stamp, the monument.  

 Aug. 5: Musical Instruments, 12w, sae-

nap, double-reed wind instrument; 80w, drum; 

140w, sogoghu, harplike instrument; 170w, 

flute.  

 Aug. 10: Campaign for Innovation and 

Upsurge in All Sectors, 12w, man with 

walkie-talkie, banner, vehicles.  

 Aug.29 International Year of Astron-

omy; 2 souvenir sheet swith two 95w and two 

labels each, 1 sheet with a single 95w stamp. 

 Sept. 1: Fish and Ships, 15w, Theragra 
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chalcogramma; 60w, Cyprinus carpio; 140w, 

Euthynnus pelamis; 160w, Mugil cephalus.  

 Sept 2: Year of Friendship with China; 

2 souvenir sheets, 2 x60 w with images of Kim 

Il Sung meeting with Mao Zedong and images 

of Kim Jong Il meeting with Jiang Zemin and 

Hu Jintao, a second sheetlet 2 x 60w carries 

stamps symbolizing friendship between the two 

peoples. 

  Sept 12: BIRDPEX VI ; 30w, 

long-billed murretot (Brachyramphus perdix) 

and gull (Larus vegae); 125w, snipe (Gallinago 

solitaria); 133w, band-bellied crake (Porzana 

paykullii); souvenir sheet, contains the three 

stamps 

 Sept.21: Year of the World Red Cross 

and Red Crescent; souvenir sheet with three 

stamps: 75w, 95w, 95w 

 Sept 22: Eternal Bodyguard; souvenir 

sheet featuring anti-Japanese heroine Kim Jong 

Suk, 90w Kim Jong Suk, 100w Kim Jong Suk 

with soldiers 

 Oct 1: 60th Anniversary of the Peo-

ple’ s Republic of China; souvenir sheet of 

four stamps, 10w Hu Jintao, 67w Bird s Nest 

National Stadium, , 67w ceremonies for 

the29th Olympic Games, 100w State Grand 

Theater. 

 Oct 5: World Wide Fund for Nature: 

Black Faced Spoonbill, 3w, 12w, 99w. 266w, 

and souvenir sheet with 9 of the stamps. 

 Oct 20:  Reptiles; 15w, 50w, 110w, 

160w and souvenir sheet with all four. 

 Oct 21:  ITALIA 2009 International 

Festival of Philately XVI ; souvenir sheet 210w 

soccer players. 

 Oct 24: Lighthouses of Finland, Ireland, 

France, Netherlands, New Zealand, United 

Kingdom, Australia, Denmark, Scotland, Nor-

way, Iceland, South Africa, Portugal, Gibraltar, 

Ukraine, Russia, Korea. Separate sheetlets for 

each country, one to four 760w stamps each, 

plus imperforates. 

 Nov 5: Transportation Modes; no infor-

mation available 

 Dec. 16. 2009: Repatriation for Japan 

50th Anniversary, 10 chon, flag; 30ch, torch; 

souvenir sheet with 160ch stamp, President 

Kim Il Sung and children.  

 

2010 
 Date unknown: Year of Realizing Ide-

als; souvenir sheet with 100w stamp, workers 

in hard hats, Kim Jong Il; Souvenir sheet with 9 

stamps: 10w, 20w, 20w, 30w,50w, 50w, 57w, 

70w, 80w.. 

 January ?: Joint New Year Editorial, 

pane of nine se-tenant stamps, 10w, satellite, 

rocket, flag; two 20w stamps, CNC machinery; 

trucks; 30w, excavation equipment; two 50w, 

factory; apartment buildings; 57w, fish, ostrich, 

pigs; 70w, field, fruit; 80w, singer, soccer play-

ers.  

 Jan. 1:  New Year, Juche 99,10 won, 

Party Founding Memorial Tower.  

 January 5: Year of the Tiger, 30w, 67w, 

different paintings of tigers; souvenir sheet 

with 171w stamp, tiger cubs.   

 Jan 30: Animals; 35w, giant pandas 

(Ailuropoda melanoleuca); 60w, mandarin 

duck (Aix galericulata); 80w, Pacific 

white-sided dolphin, (Lagenorhynchus obliq-

uidens); 110w, leopards (Panthera pardus).  

 Feb. 1: Vancouver Winter Olympics, 

pane of eight se-tenant diamond-shaped stamps 

with four designs, 10 won, hockey player; 40w, 

figure skater; 50w, speed skater; 70w, skier. 

 Feb. 16: Birthday of Kim Jong ll/

Flowers, pane of four se-tenant stamps, 10w, 

Impateins suttanii; 50w, Gazania hybrida; 70w, 

Paeonia suffruticosa; 110w, Bougainvillea 

glabra. 

 Feb.20: 65th Anniversary of the Found-

ing of the Workers Party of Korea; sheetlet of 

seven stamps and two labels: various workers 

and soldiers, doves, and nuclear technology, 

10w, 20w, 30w, 57w, 67w, 95w, 125w. 

 March 5: Army Propaganda Posters, 

76w, soldiers ready to strike United States im-

perialist, city. missiles; bayonet stabbing Japa-

nese soldier. 

 March 25: Cats, 10w, kitten and chicks; 

70w, two cats and butterfly; 133w, cat watch-

ing mouse; 170w, cat and kittens.  

 April 9, 2010: Antwerp 2010 World 

Stamp Exhibition/Orchids, 30ch, Sophronitella 

brevipendunculata; 80ch, Epidendrum radia-

tum; 120ch, Cymbidium Lillian Stewart; 
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152ch, Dendrobium-Hybriden.  

 April 15: Birthday of KIm Il Sung/

Animals, 10w, bald eagle (Haliaeetus leuco-

cephalus); 30w, eastern great egret (Ardea 

modesta); 95w, tigers; 152w, turtle. 

 April 20: Orchids and Insects; no infor-

mation available 

 May 1: Shanghai 2010 Expo, 25w, 

horse sculpture; souvenir sheet with two 

se-tenant stamps, 10w, horse sculpture, view of 

city; 80w, children watering plant, wind tur-

bine, panda, deer, dolphins; city buildings. 

 May 10: Table Tennis, souvenir sheet 

with four circular stamps, 10w, forehand; 30w, 

serve; 95w, backhand; 152w, pushing ball. De-

signers, Choe Chol Man, Kim Chol Ung; 

40,000. 

 May 12: Joint Slogans, Common Call-

ing of Party and Military, 10w. man with mega-

phone, soldiers. 

 May 25: Winners of the XXI Olympic 

Winter Games; souvenir sheet with eight dia-

mond-shaped stamps: avrious winter sports, 

10w, 10w, 40w, 40w, 50w, 50w, 70w, 70w. 

 May 31: South Africa 2010 World Soc-

cer Cup. 20w, 57w, 170w, souvenir sheet with 

114w stamp, various soccer scenes.. 

 June 1: International Children s Day; 

95w Children in a winged horse chariot 

 June 15: Joint Declaration Between 

North and South Korea 10th Anniversary, 190 

chon, three people holding the June 15 joint 

declaration, map, doves.  

 June 16: Dinosaurs, pane of three 

se-tenant diamond-shaped stamps and a label 

10ch, brontosaurus; 125ch, bipedal carnivore; 

152ch, pterosaurs flying dinosaur.  

 June 20: Kim Jong Il visits China, three 

panes of three stamps each, pane 1,20w, 35w, 

80w; pane 2,20w, 40w, 67w, pane 3,30w, 40w, 

70w, different scenes of the visit; souvenir 

sheet with 60w stamp, shaking hands with 

President Hu Jintao.  

 June30: Children's Day/Cartoons, pane 

of four se-tenant stamps showing scenes from 

cartoons, 10ch, bird and bee; 30ch plane, bear 

with animal-shaped parachute; 95ch, tiger, por-

cupine; 133ch, rabbit, another mammal, pro-

duce; souvenir sheet with 95ch stamp, happy 

children flying off in chariot in sky.  

 July 1: Azaleas, souvenir sheet with 

85w stamp, azaleas. 

 July 5: National Hymn, souvenir sheet 

with 50w stamp, music and lyrics. 

 July ?: Revalued stamps  

 Aug. 4: Bangkok 2010, overprint on 

International Children's Day souvenir sheet 

with 95w stamp, chariot pulled by flying horse 

with passengers cheering. Designer, Pak Chol 

Song; 5,000. 

 Aug.15: 65th Anniversary of Liberation; 

sheetlet 10w, 15w, 20w, 40w, 100w  Korea 

paintings; Souvenir sheet 60 w Painting 

“Festival on the Eve of Korea’s Liberation”. 

Designers; Ho Song Gil, Kim Hae Yong, An 

Chol; 30,000. 

 Aug.25: 50th Anniversary of Songun 

Revolutionary Leadership; 10w stamp people 

from all walks of life; sheetlet: 15w Kim Jung 

Il and soldiers, 30w song of victory, 55w Kim 

Jung ill and children, 80w Kim Jung Il happy 

with soldiers; souvenir sheet; 70w blizzard on 

Mt. Paektu; Designers: Ho Song Gil, Choe 

Chol Man, Jo Wan Nam; 30,000.  

 Aug. 29: Diplomatic Relations with 

Cuba 50th Anniversary, souvenir sheet with 

85w stamp, Kim Il Sung awarded the order of 

Jose Marti by Fidel Castro. Designers, Ho Song 

Gil, Kim Hae Yong; 30,000. 

 Sept. 1: Paintings from the Ri Dynasty, 

15w, Pine Tree and Hawk by Sin Yun Bok; 

35w, Waves of Ongchon by Jong Son; 70w, 

fleecfe and Wild Geese by Jo Sok Jin; 100w, 

After Picking Medicinal Herbs by Kim Hong 

Do. Designer, Pak Chol Song; in sheets of four 

stamps and a label; 30,000 sets. 

 Sept. 5: The Sun of the Nation/Kim Il 

Sung 100th Birth Anniversary, three panes of 

four stamps each featuring Kim Il Sung, pane 

1,10w, guerilla leader against Japanese; 20w, 

establishing people's revolutionary govern-

ment; 35w, fighting the Japanese; 90w, pro-

claiming the Association for the Restoration of 

the Fatherland; pane 2, 10w, crossing Amnok 

River; 30w, leading struggle against 

Jilin-Hoeryong railway project; 40w, at leader-

ship meeting of Korean Communist Youth 

League and Anti-imperialist Youth League, 
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Kalun; 55w, Kang Pan Sok hands over pistols 

used by Kim Hyong Jik; pane 3, 20w, gunshot 

of Pochonbo; 30w, burning Minsaengdan docu-

ments; 40w, children's corps members in 

Mannshan; 45w, advancing toward 

homeland; pane of three stamps and a label, 

25w, Kim Jong Kuk defends Kim Il Sung; 30w, 

secret camp on Mount Paektu in spring; 45w, 

on horseback; souvenir sheet of two stamps and 

a central label, 20w, receiving patriotic educa-

tion from father outdoors; 55w, receiving patri-

otic education from mother indoors; souvenir 

sheet with 50w stamp, making a speech; souve-

nir sheet with 60w stamp, as military leader. 

Designers, Ho Song Gil, Choe Chol Man, Kim 

Hae Yong, Han Song Rime; 30,000 sets. 

 Sept. 6: Expo 2010 Shanghai, 25w, 

Chollima, winged steed bronze statue, expo 

emblem and logo. Designers, Kim Hae Yong, 

Jo Won Nam; in sheets of six stamps and nine 

labels; 20,000. 

 Sept. 10: Entry of the Chinese People's 

Volunteers into the Korean Front 60th Anniver-

sary, 25w, Chinese soldier and Korean woman; 

souvenir sheet with four se-tenant stamps and 

two labels, 10w, oil painting Meeting to Decide 

the Dispatch of the Chinese Volunteers into the 

Korean War, 15w, Korean and Chinese sol-

diers; 20s, bronze group sculpture for the 

Peace; 27p, poster of boy and girl with peace 

doves. Designers, Pak Chol, 2 Zhu Zu Wei; 

40,000 stamps; 60,000 

souvenir sheets. 

 Oct. 2: Europhila 2010 Youth Exhibi-

tion, Stockholm, overprint on pane of three 

se-tenant diamond-shaped stamps and a label, 

10ch, brontosaurus; 125ch, alosaurus carnivore; 

152ch, pterodactylus. Designer, Han Song Rim; 

4,000. 

 Oct. 10: Workers' Party of Korea 65th 

Anniversary, 10w, party flag; pane of six 

se-tenant stamps, 10w, flag; 20w (the following 

designs show President Kim Il Sung in differ-

ent situations), on military vessel with tank; 

25w, with train; two 50 w, with farmers; meet-

ing about science and 

technology; 60w, flower vendors; souvenir 

sheet with 70w stamp, President Kim Il Sung 

with flag. Designers, Choe Chol Man, Jo Won 

Nam; 130,0 00 stamps; 30,000 each of the pane 

and souvenir sheet. 

 Oct. 28: Unofficial Visit of Kim Jong Il 

to China, 70w, Kim Jong Il shakes hands with 

President Hu Jintao; pane with three se-tenant 

stamps and labels, 30w, Kim Jong Il signs 

name in book at Jilin Yumen Middle School; 

42, at Changehun Roling Stock Co.; at Harbin 

Huijiang Food Co. 

Designers, Hong So Gil, Choe Chol Man; 

40,000 sets.              

 Oct. 30: Conference of the Workers' 

Party  of Korea, 30w, flag, kimjongilia flower. 

Designers, Jo Won Nam, Pak Choi ; 20,000. 

 

2011 

 Jan.1: New Years; 10w The Korean 

People; Designer: Pak Chol; 150,000. 

 Jan.5: Rabbits; Souvenir sheet of two 

stamps: 30w, 140w 

  Feb.12: Indipex 2011 World Philatelic 

Exhibition; 70w souvenir sheet. Designer: An 

Chol; 20,000. 

 Feb.16: Kim Jung Il Birthday; Animals 

that were gifts to Kim Jung Il: 30w Capra hir-

cus, 42w Cercopithecus, 112w Celuella pyg-

maea. Designer: Han Song Rim; 30,000. 

 Feb.23: 4th International Martial Arts 

Games; Sheetlet of four stamps: 42w Logo, 

56w Karate, 70w Pankration, 112w Muaythai; 

souvenir sheet: 70w Taekwon-do. Design-

ers:Kim Hae Jong, Jo Won Nam; 20,000. 

 Feb.25: Joint Editorial: five stamps re-

flecting the editorials of DPRK s newspapers; 

10w, 10w, 30w, 70w, 112w Korean army and 

people striving to build a hriving nation. 

 Mar.2: Birds; 30w Paradisaea raggiana, 

42w Cygnus olor, 75w Pulsatrix perspicillata, 

133w Goura victoria; Sheetlet: tow of each 

stamp plus four labels. Designer: Pak Chol 

Song; 30,000. 

 Mar.12: 65th Anniversary of DPRK’ s 

first stamp. 30w DPRK flag, magnolia blos-

soms, Samsonam stamp. 

 Mar.15: 50th anniversary of treaty with 

China; two sheetlets with six 10w stamps each 

Kim Il Sung with Mao Zedong and other Chi-

nese revolutionaries. 

 Mar.30 : International Year of Volun-
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teers; sheetlet 30w, 42w, 70 w and two labels 

Red Cross and Red rescent. 

 Apr.7: 50th Anniversary of Pukchong 

Meeting; 30w apples; Souvenir sheet 70w 

painting  On the gruit Farm . Designer: Kim 

Jin Song; 30,000 

 April 15: Birthday of Kim Il Sung/Gift 

Plants, pane of six setenant diamond-shaped 

stamps, 30w, 42w, 70w, 98w, 112w, various 

flowers given to Kim Il Sung.. 

 April 20: Pyongyang, 30w, Yongkwang 

Subway Station; 42w, building complex; 56w, 

May Day Stadium; 70w, buildings; 84w, me-

morial arch; 98w, 112w, 140w, various build-

ings. 

 April 28: International Horticultural Ex-

position in Xi'an, 30s, magnolia; pane of three 

circular stamps and three labels, 10w, kimil-

sungia flower; 30w, kimiljongilia flower; 42w, 

peony. 

 May 5: Circus, pane of four circular 

stamps, 42w, 70w, 98w, 140w, various 

high-wire acts. 

 May 20: Chollima Statue, souvenir 

sheet with 98w stamp, statue of winged horse 

and rider. 

 June 5: Taedonggang Combined Fruit  

Farm, souvenir sheet with 70w stamp, apples 

on tree 

 June 20: Orchids, pane of four setenant 

stamps, 10w, 20w, 72w, 142w, various orchids. 

 July 5: Sun of the Nation - Series II; 

seven 10w stamps, eight 30w stamps, and eight 

42 stamps with identical frames showing peo-

ple engaged in various activities, one souvenir 

sheet with 25w, 30w, and 45w stamps, souvenir 

sheet with 40 won stamp, souvenir sheet with 

50 won stamp, souvenir sheet with 60 won 

stamp. All stamps and sheets are inscribed with 

“The Sun of the Nation.” 

 July15: Kim Jong Il’ s unofficial vist 

to China; three souvenir sheets with three 50w 

stamps each, Kim Jong Il talking with Hu Jin-

tao and visiting various places in China. 

 Aug.1?: 10th Anniversary of Relations 

with the European Union; 140w souvenir sheet 

with Kim Jong Il receiving the European dele-

gation. 

 Aug.5: Cactus; sheetlet four stamps 

30w, 70w, 98w, 112w various cactii 

 Oct.5: Fire Engines; souvenir sheet with 

70w, 98w stamps and 2 labels; souvenir sheet 

with 30w, 140w stamps and 2 labels, fire en-

gines. 

 Oct.15: Kim Jong Il’ s visit to Rus-

sia s Far East Regions; three souvenir sheets 

one 70w stamp each: Kim Jong Il meeting with 

Dmitri Medvedev, visiting Bureya hydro-

electric power plant, visiting Buryatiya. 

 Nov.1?: Minerals; 30w, 42w, 58w, 98w 

stamps, no descriptions available 

 Nov.7?: Anniversary of the Chinese 

Army entering into the Korea Front; 1 stamp, 4 

sheetlets; no descriptions available. 

 

All stamps and sheets by offset printing. Many 

stamps and sheets were also issued imperforate 

in quantities of 1000.                               KP 

                                                

 

Secretary’s Report 
John Talmage  

KSS DUES 

 

 If you haven’t paid dues covering the 

KP issues for this Volume 52,  please make a 

note to do so now. 

 

 

A FREE OFFER 

 

Gary McLean has uncovered and passed on to 

me a cache of  the Handbook of Philatelic For-

geries—Korean Empire, by Lynn R. Brady and 

Varro E. Tyler, Jr.  Any  KSS member who 

would like one, let me know and I will mail 

one to you postpaid.                               KP 


