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Well, here we are at the end of 2007. 

When the year began, I was fully resolved at 
being caught up by tht end of the year. Obvi-
ously, I haven’t made it. With this new job and 
the incredible amount of traveling involved, I 
am still behind. This issue will be to the pub-
lisher’s before Christmas, and I hope to have 
May, 2007 to  the publisher by the New Year. 
That will still leave me two issues behind, and I 
can’t get those done without more material. 
Please authors, send me your material so I can 
really hope to get caught up. 

 
PHILAKOREA 2009 

 
Make your plans now! I have just read 

that the dates have been set for PHILAKOREA 
2009, to be held in Seoul beginning July 30, 
2009. Wouldn’t it be great for KSS to be well 
represented at this exhibition? I’m making 
plans now to try to be in attendance! 

 
On-line Korea Stamp Postal Service 

 
There is a wonderful new resource 

available for those interested in Korean philate-
ly. The Korean government has opened what 
they are calling a Korea stamp portal service. It 
is available at www.koreastamp.go.kr. This ser-
vice provides historical information about Ko-
rean stamps, new issue service, sales of Korean 
stamps by individuals and dealers around the 
world, stories related to Korean stamps, and 
access to all issues of Korean Stamp Review, 
making the listing of contents in the Library 
Column even more meaningful to our readers. 
If you see a topic that is of interest to you in the 
listing, you can now go to this portal and check 
out the article. This is a major step forward for 
Korean philately and will provide tremendous 
support for the growth of the collecting of Ko-

rean stamps. It will also answer the many ques-
tions we get about how to purchase Korean 
new issue stamps. If you don’t want to do a de-
posit, here’s a way to order your stamps easily. 
I’d love to hear observations and experiences 
of others using the portal! KP 

 

Letter to the Editor 
 

Still More on ROK Military Covers from 
Vietnam 

 
Those with information to share on 

these covers (reported in August and Novem-
ber, 2006, issues of KP) who do not have ac-
cess to the Internet may wish to contact me by 
regular mail at: 

 
Andrew Crenshaw 
218 Lenox Avenue 
South Orange, NJ 07079 KP 
 

Korean Cover to President Roosevelt 
Donald G. Vorhis 

 
What can be said about this cover 

(Figure 1) addressed to President [Theodore] 
Roosevelt?  

 
The cover has a return address of 

“Pyeng Yang, Korea, Japan,” which is interest-
ing. The cover is addressed simply to 
“President Roosevelt, Washington, USA.” The 
front of the cover contains a strip of five Japa-
nese stamps with three faint circular cancels 
with the date of 11.20.20 (lunar; 12.28.20, so-
lar). The back of the cover has a two-line rub-
ber stamp reading “FROM THE FRANKLIN 
D. ROOSEVELT COLLECTION, AUTHEN-
TICATED BY H. R. HARMER, INC., N. Y.” 

 
Its only significance is the addressee, 

but it does do something to a Roosevelt admirer 
to hold something that the “Great Man” himself 
once held. A few years ago, there was a solici-
tation in the philatelic press for information on 
items from FDR’s collection. I made this piece 
known, but it was never published. 

Editorial 
Gary N. McLean 
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Figure 1; Back and Front of Cover Sent from Pyongyang, Korea, to President Roosevelt KP 
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Anything Can Happen These Days: 
North Korean Overprints 

Taizo Maeda 
 

We have quite a good number of hard-
to-get items issued by the North Korean gov-
ernment since their establishment as a nation.   
They have been long-time targets of pursuit by 
(North) Korean riff-raff who have given up on-
ly a few, if any, materials for their study. 

 
In the past decade, however, a Korean-

American dealer who claims to have a good 
connection in North Korea successfully smug-
gled (?) out some items, apparently archival 
materials, into the western market, including 
phantom stamps, such as the 20-jon Hibiscus, 
green version of 1946; the 1-won Owners of 
Land, red print of 1947; and so on. 

 
He also brought out many rare items, 

such as the Labour Law stamp of 1948; the 
mint 3rd. Anniversary of Liberation of 1948, 
and so on, and put them into the market. 

 
Many readers are well aware of these 

and might join the scramble for them as he of-
fered them in internet auctions, and his success-
ful transactions stimulated others who also of-
fered NK rarities through some of the same 
outlets. 
 

Early Overprints 
 

Among these rarities are the early 
overprints of North Korea. As background, we 
have to remember that, at the time of these 
overprints, everything was in severe disorder 
everywhere in N.K. Further, the reason for 
these overprints being planned and produced 
was that there were very limited supplies of 
materials and ingredients at hand. For sur-
charge overprints, stamps used were high val-
ues with useless denomination, such as 6 won. 
For validation overprints, the stamps consumed 
were those that were commonly available, such 
as 1 won or 2 won. 

Today, we have so many of these over-
printed stamps appearing on internet auctions, 
but I personally am dubious about their authen-
ticity. To verify my doubt, although I do not 
handle the computer well myself, I urged fel-

low collectors to make records of what 
they saw on the screen. 

 
To make a long story short, I will 

illustrate a few examples of these over-
prints. The main purpose of this article is to 
caution you to be alert, as there is no record 
of origin or source of each sample and their 
size is flexible. 

 
Group A is the 5 won surcharging 

the 6 won National Flag stamps; while 
group B is the same surcharge but showing 
no amended face value but "fee collected." 
Group C is the validation overprints ap-
plied on various stamps but amending no 
face value. See next page for sample over-
prints. 
 
Group A 
 

Basically, it is widely known that 
the original chop looks like (1) with a di-
ameter of 9.5-10 mm. and a local variety
(Kesong, they say) (2) exists with a diame-
ter of 11 mm. For convenient comparison's 
sake, the chop we are seeing is given as a 
Figure A which has a diameter of 14.5 mm.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Group B 
 

An example, believed genuine, is in 
figure (1), and figure (2) is a blow-up from 
S. Gibbons, while that found on the screen 
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is figure A.  It is obvious that both (1) and (2) 
comprise 4 letters, each all of which are slen-
der, while figure A comprises 4 letters that are 
square and stocky. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(A)  
 
 
Group C 
 

This is not a surcharge but a "valida-
tion" overprint first introduced in the Korean 
Stamp Catalogue (i946~l998), issued in 
Pyongyang, as #17-A. Later, in their newer 
editions, they maintain the record and explana-
tion but without an individual number. Note 
that this type of validation was done in major 
local post offices where they independently 
prepared the chops and applied them ad libi-
tum. Therefore, the types and descriptions are 
quite rich in formats. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 
present exam-
ples, regard-
less of the 
numbers that are appearing, seem entirely and 
perfectly made by a single chop. This seems 
very strange to me.  More than strange is the 
fact that, while I have dug up a good number 
of examples overprinted by various major local 
post offices, showing their names in varying 
formats, the post office name appearing in 
these recently emerging overprints is invaria-
bly Son-Jin, which was introduced and illus-
trated in N.K.'s own catalogue about a decade 
back for the first time. For your reference, the 

illustration in the catalogue is displayed next 
to the figure we are talking about above. 

 
In addition to these above, I person-

ally wonder if applying those overprints 
over high denominated stamps is regular or 
necessary? This is especially so with Group 
B, 40 won, Order of Soldier's Honour. This 
is the case where a post office clerk needed 
to make a 6 won stamp. The face value was 
cut by 34 won. If done by the government, 
this seems to be too much, don't you think? 

 
As floods of N.K. rarities continue in 

future years, my purpose here is to point to 
some clear differences that, with your assis-
tance, can grow into a definite conclusion 
some day. Your comments, information, and 
interpretations will certainly be valued. 
 

Recent Overprints 
 

As a separate story from the above, 
and for additional information, I record here 
very strange cases of other overprints by the 
N.K. government. 

 
In the 2007 N.K. catalogue, page 

272, between #4210 (July, 2002) and #4211
(Sept., 2002), it states that "the DPR Korea 
changed the face value of stamps under a 
new postage order from August 1 in Juche 
91 (2002). The Ministry of Post and Tele-
communication of the DPRK took a meas-
ure that those previously issued 91 postage 
stamps were overprinted with the new de-
nomination to be used for a certain period of 
time from August in Juche 91 (2002) ac-
cording to the postage change." They failed 
to designate which stamps (9l) were over-
printed and their quantities. 

 
Recently, a European dealer sent me  

a telefax offering 23 surcharged stamps.    
He called them “emergency issues” and said 
that they were "authorized by the Ministry 
of Post and Telecommunication of DPR Ko-
rea(North Korea) date of issue between May 
and October (2006)." They also cited 
Michel's numbers and claimed that the 
quantities of the issues were only 1,000 to 
3,000 copies of each. (See pages 9 and 10 
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for the offering sheets from the dealer.) 
 

These offered stamps are listed below 
using  the surcharged Michel's # (base stamp #/
old face value) and Design: 

 
3 won   5025 (443/40 jon) aquatic products 
"  5026 (650/40 jon) heron 
" 5027 (736/5 jon) hoopoe 
" 5028 (774/10 jon) striking from the 

 right side 
" 5029 (821/2 jon) Aegypius monarchus 
" 5030 (1179/90 jon) cock drowned in 

 water 
" 5031 (1260/40 jon) bear 
" 5032 (1274/40 jon) Bufo bufo 
" 5033 (1321/40 jon) castor bean 
" 5034 (1468/40 jon) Kwangpo ducks 
" 5035 (1616/15 jon) PakYongSun 
" 5036 (1630/10 jon) postwoman 
" 5037 (1829/10 jon) female doubles 
" 5038 (1832/30 jon) male singles 
" 5039 (1915/20 jon) play of spaceman 
" 5040 (1917/30 jon) play of train 
" 5041 (1980/10 jon) emergency helicop

 ter 
" 5042 (2633/30 jon) Phido lighthouse 
" 5043  "                   " 
" 5044 (2641/20 jon) Pleurotus ostreatus 
" 5045 (2719/20 jon) winner Kasparov 
" 5046  "                   " 
12won   5073 (749/2 jon) maral 
 

Overprinting types in most cases seem 
to be very similar, probably the same. Asking 
prices were EUR. 9.60 to 40.80, and, if every-
thing was purchased, the total price was over 
EUR. 500. What a sum! And what is Michel's 
listing standard when there is a discrepancy of 
issuing dates between the two descriptions?   
Considering that Michel gave definite cata-
logue numbers to these overprints, they should 
have direct and reliable information of these 
new issues supplied by N.K. authorities, I pre-
sume. Collectors deserve to have an opportuni-
ty to study such information in detail. 

 

Focus on Forgeries - Korea 
1963 20-won Meesun Blossoms 

Regular Issue - Scott 369 
Varro E. Tyler (now deceased) 

 
 In 1967, Seoul police broke up a large 
counterfeiting ring that included post office of-
ficials. The group had forged 20-won, 40w, 
50w and 100w definitives, sold by clerks who 
received a commission on their sales. Forgeries 
amounted to about 10 percent of sales for sev-
eral months at some post offices. As with most 
postal forgeries, these counterfeits are now far 
more valuable than the actual stamps. 
 
 Forgery: The second character from the 
top in the top-right corner of the stamp consists 
of an inverted "V" and an upright with a line 
extending from its midpoint. That line does not 
touch the inverted "V." There is a dot of color 
on the upper edge of the first leaf under the line 
of characters in the top-right corner. The upper 
line of the topmost leaf that extends to the right 
from that same branch is solid. The paper fluo-
resces brilliantly under ultraviolet light. 
 
 Genuine: The line extending from the 
upright of the second character in the top-right 
corner touches the inverted "V." There is no 
dot of color on the edge of the first leaf extend-
ing to the right under the line of characters.  
The margin of the uppermost leaf extending to 
the right from the right-hand branch usually 
shows a distinct break near its tip. The paper 
does not fluoresce.  
 
Reprinted by permission from the July 24, 
1995, Linn's Stamp News.  Sidney, OH. KP 
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Bayart Offering of Surcharged DPRK New Value Stamps, Page 1 
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  Bayart Offering of Surcharged DPRK New Value Stamps, Page 2 KP 
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the revenue stamps issued in South Korea after 
Liberation from the Japanese and, thus, issued 
under the direction of the U.S. Military.  

 
These are not in very good shape. When 

you consider that these were issued before the 
Korean War and, thus, had to survive the chaos 
of that conflict, and the fact that most are on 
documents made of tissue paper, it is amazing 
that they survived at all, let alone in reasonable 
shape. Further, given the lack of interest in 
such stamps in South Korea, it is really a sur-
prise that these documents revived at all.  

 
The first stamp illustrated in KR15, the 

4sen brown Japanese stamp issued as a provi-
sional overprint in August 1, 1946 (Figure 1). 

 
One stamp on document is illustrated 

from the Plum Blossom issue of August 1, 
1946 (KR18, Figure 2). Figures 3-7 show the 
complete set of the Tong Dae Mun (Great East 
Gate) series of March 11, 1948, except for the 
high value, KR28. 

 
Other articles will present revenue 

stamps on documents from earlier and later 
than the U.S. Military Rule era. 

 
 

South Korean Revenue Stamps Issued 
Under U.S. Military Rule: 

On Document 
Gary N. McLean 

 
I have found the collecting of Korean 

revenue stamps to be very challenging. Reve-
nue stamps have not been much valued in 
South Korea, itself, and, until the publication 
of Stephen Hasegawa’s The Standard Cata-
logue of Korean Revenue Stamps in 2005, 
there was not a good resource for identifying 
Korean revenue stamps. (Hasegawa’s cata-
logue will be used to identify the stamps in this 
article). We still do not have good reference 
sources for North Korean revenue stamps, for 
municipal revenue stamps, and for several 
types of federal revenue stamps. 

 
However, gradually, over time, I have 

been relatively successful in putting together a 
good collection of revenue stamps. I have been 
frustrated, though, over attempting to find ex-
amples of such stamps on documents. Two lots 
of such stamps—one a gift from a fellow phi-
latelists and the other located during PHIL-
AKOREA2004—have gone a long way in 
starting to fill in those voids. I hope, over the 
next few issues of KP, to share some of these 
documents with you. 

 
The first set illustrated in this article are 

Figure 1: KR15, Japa-
nese 5sen brown, provi-
sional overprint, 8/1/46, 
issued under U.S. Mili-
tary Rule. Used in Nam-

won on a receipt for 
payment to a bank. 
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Figure 2: KR18, 5won, Light Green, Plum Blossom series issued under U.S. Military Rule on 
8/1/46. Used in Kanyun-Kun for sale of real estate. 
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Figure 3: KR22, 1won Orange, Tong Dae Mun (Great East Gate) Series, 3/11/48. Used in Chung-
won-gun, Chungchung as proof of sale of real estate. 
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Figure 4: KR23a and KR24, 2won Light Pink and 3won Purple, Tong Dae Mun (great East Gate) 
series, 3/11/48. Used in Kong-Ju, Choongchung-do to establish right for fixed collateral. 
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Figure 5: KR25, 5won, Light Green, Tong Dae Mun (great East Gate) series, 3/11/48. Used in 
Seoul on Contract for Real Estate Sale. 
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Figure 6: KR26, 10won, Red, Tong Dae Mun (Great East Gate) series, 3/11/48. Used in 
1958 atChinyang-Kun, Kyung Nam, to record a real estate sale. 
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Figure 7: KR 27, 50won, Rose Red, Tong Dae Mun (Great East Gate) series, 3/11/48. Used in  
Kyunggi Province, Kumchun-gun for proof of real estate sale. 
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Frank Allard’s Legacy 
 

Before his death, Frank Allard was an 
ongoing source of interesting postcards reflect-
ing Korean history. Here are the remaining 
items provided by Frank. I hope you enjoy 
them. Frank was not always clear about what 
fronts and backs go together; we hope we have 
them matched correctly! 

 
Figure 2 shows both sides of a Millitary 

Post Free Frank with Maruichi cds, Korea 
Seoul Mar.14, 1906. To Aichi-Ken, From Su-
perior First Class Soldier, Ohtsuka Garrison, 
Headquarters. Infantry Army Receiving dates-
tamp March 19, 1906. 

Figure 1 shows the front and the back 
of an official Russo-Japan War commemora-
tive picture postcard, postally used from Pusan, 
July 8, 1906.  In the center is a large purple 
cachet commemorating the Japan-Korea Prod-
ucts Exhibition, Pusan, 1906. Unforunately, 
this description is embedded (I assume by a 
post-it) in the center of the card. 

 
 
Figures 3 and 4 have a very scarce 

Large Commemorative Cancel (official) Shina-
da CS32 commemorating completion of the R/
R bridge (ILON?) over the Yalu River, March 
29, 1913, Pusan.  There are also three official 
cards and envelope that go with this LCU, but 
Allard did not have them. 

Figure 1: Picture and Address Sides of the Pusan, 1906, Official Russo-Japan War Commemora-
tive Postcard, postally used on July 8, 1906. 
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Figure 2: Picture and Address Side of Military Free Frank, Seoul, March 14, 1906 

Figure 3: Picture and Address Side of Postcard with Official Cancel Commemorating 
Completion of Railway bridge over the Yalu River, March 29, 1913, Pusan 
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Figure 4: Picture and Address Side of Second Postcard with 
Official Cancel Commemorating Completion of Railway 

bridge over the Yalu River, March 29, 1913, Pusan 

Figure 5a: 
Picture Side 
of Postcard 
cancelled 
Chemulpo, 
Korea. No 
additional in-
formation pro-
vided. 
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What Is This Stamp? 
Gary N. McLean 

 
Who can help me identify the stamps 

illustrated below? Again, I have no recollec-
tion of where they came from, but I think they 
may be North Korean, perhaps local, revenue 
stamps. I’d like to hear from anyone who can 
provide any insights into this stamp. 

 
Note that it has many of the common 

perforation and centering errors that occur in 
DPRK early stamps. Figure 1 is a block of 4, 
centered very high and imperf vertically be-
tween. Figure 2 is a strip of four with triple 
vertical perforations between stamps 2 and 3, 
and 3 and 4. Figure 3 is a block of 4 plus with 
vertical perforations dividing the stamps in 
half. 

Figure 5b: Address Side of Postcard cancelled Chemulpo, Ko-
rea. No additional information provided. KP 

Missing Denomination on DPRK 1356 
Gary N. McLean 

 
Illustrated below are two copies of 

DPRK 1356 (Scott’s), one with the 15ch de-
nomination (Figure 1), but the other without 
any indication of denomination (Figure 2). I 
have no recollection about how these came in-
to my hands. If anyone has any additional in-
formation about this apparent error, I’d appre-
ciate hearing from them. 

 
 

Figure 1: Scott DPRK 
1346 with denomination 

Figure 2: Scott DPRK 
1346 without denomina-

tion KP 

Figure 1: Block of 4, 
imperf vertically, bot-

tom margin 
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PHILAKOREA 1009 Asian International 
Stamp Exhibition 

Opening of Website of Korea Stamp Portal 
Service 

“The Art of the Korean Stamp” – Original Art-
work Exhibition 

Issue of Christmas Seals 2006 
New Issues 
2007 Postage Stamp Program 
Nakdong River 
Spot the Difference 
The Video Art of Nam June Pail: “TV Partici-

pation” 
Pansori (Traditional Korean Narrative Song) 
Commemorative Cancellations of Korea KP 
 

New Issues: South Korea 
(Linn’s Stamp News) 

 
Dec. 1, 2006: New Year's Greetings, 

250 won, pig and snowflakes; souvenir sheet, 
contains two stamps. Designer, Jiwon Mo; gra-
vure in sheets of 20; 1.6 million stamps; 
320,000 souvenir sheets. 

Dec. 8: Registration of Korean Cultural 
Treasures as Part of the World Heritage/Oral 
and Intangible Heritage, two 480w stamps, cal-

Figure 2: Strip of 4, top margin. Note triple perfora-
tions between stamps 2 and 3, and 3 and 4. 

Figure 2: Block of 4 plus, left margin. Vertical perfo-
rations divide each stamp in the middle (note stamps 

on the right). KP 

Library Column 
 

Briefly Mentioned: 
 
Hanes, D. (2007). R.C.A.F.’s 426 “Thunder-

bird” Squadron, 1951 Wake Island. Ca-
nadian Military Mail Study Group 
Newsletter, (178), 905. 

Miller, R. (2007). Norway, Austria and Korea 
Overrun Countries reverse printing cer-
tified. Linn’s Stamp News, 80(4081), 8. 

New issues—Asia. (2007). Linn’s Stamp News, 
80(4084), 18-19, 70. 

 
Contents of Korean Stamp Review, Spring, 
2007 (28:1) 
 
The Diffusion of Youth Stamp Collecting Has 

to Pay Attention to Quality rather than 
Quantity 

The Seminar for Design Strategy of the New 
Stamps in 2007 

Opening of 2006 Korea Children’s Stamp Ex-
hibition 

Publishing “Travel by Stamps in Korea” 
Issue of Stamp Yearbook – Stamp Year Pack 

of Korea 
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ligraphy description, Pansori singer's perfor-
mances by Kim Jun-geun; Mo Heung-Gap, 
Pansori singer of the Joseon dynasty. Design-
ers, Sojeong Kim; engraver, Incheol Shin; in-
taglio and offset in sheets of eight se-tenant 
stamps at the bottom and a souvenir sheet with 
two stamps at the top, 850,000 stamp sets. 

Dec. 14: Caring Nation/Donation Cul-
ture, two 250w stamps scented like chocolate 
and pine, symbolic heads with arms holding 
flowers; person watering plant and dreaming of 
resting under tree. Designers, Hanyoon Kim, 
Jorge Barreto De Lacerda, Junghwa Roh; gra-
vure in sheets of 20; 1.6 million. 

Jan. 18, 2007: Rivers of Korea, four se-
tenant 250-won stamps showing the Nakdong 
River from a painting by Ho Chun, in spring; 
summer; fall; winter. Designer, Gi-seog Lee; 
gravure in sheets of 16; 560,000 sets. 

Jan. 29: World of Nam June Paik, pane 
of four 250w stamps showing works by the 
artist, Megatron/Matrix; TV Buddha; The 
More, the Better, Om-Mah (Mother). Design-
ers, Jiwon Mo; gravure in sheets of 12; 
450,000. 

Feb. 21: National Debt Repayment Pro-
gram 100th Anniversary, 250w, gold ring. De-
signer, Junghwa Roh; graure in sheets of 20; 
1.6 million. 

Feb. 28: Old Maps of Korea, pane of 
nine stamps with four different designs, 480 
won, map by Aguk Chong-do;  520w, 1861 
map by Daedong Yeoji Jeon-do; 580w, sixth-
century map by Paldo Chong-do; 600w, 1402 
map by Honilgangni Yeokdae Gukdo-jido. De-
signer, Junghwa Roh, gravure; 300,000 stamp 
sets. 

 
(Unless specified, all stamps were 

printed by Korea Minting & Security Printing.) 
KP 

 
 

New Issues: North Korea 
(Linn’s Stamp News) 

 
Dec. 24, 2006: Gift from Soldiers to Kim 

Jong Il, souvenir sheet with 130w stamp, the 
sculpture. Designer, An Chol. 

 
(All stamps are multicolor offset, un-

less otherwise noted, printed by the Korea 

Stamp Corp. For some unknown reason, Linn’s 
has not listed any DPRK new issues for 2007.)
KP 

 

Secretary’s Report 
John Talmage 

New Address 
 
Ken Clark 
Hamilton House 
3 Hamilton Way 
Farnham Common 
Buckinghamshire SL2 3TT 
England, UK 
 
New Members Joining in 2007 
 
Ms Yan Wu #1150 
Bowling Green Station 
P.O. Box 1525 
New York, NY 10274 
 
Michael Scarborough #1151 
13121 Neon Ave NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
 
George M Kirk #1152 
908 Town and Country Blvd #229 
Houston, TX 77024 
 
Anthony Bard #1153 
Flat 1, 12 Lyndhurst Gardens 
London NW3 5NR 
United Kingdom 
 
Osborn L Higginbotham #1154 
1677 Watson-Bailey Road 
Harlem, GA 30814 
(More in next issue) KP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


