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some of the prices in Scott’s. These prices
might also reflect the fact that many stamps in
this era were hinged, leading to difficulty in
finding non-hinged stamps.

Editorial

Gary N. McLean

With this issue, we get close to being
caught up for last year. One more issue will
complete this volume, and my plan is to have it
in the mail to you soon after you receive this
issue. Then I will get under way to catch up on
this year’s issues. My Spring semester research
leave was very successful, including travels to
seven countries, including a brief trip to Korea.
As I write this, I am just two days from cataract
surgery that went very well. My picture that
heads this column is no longer accurate; the
glasses are gone, replaced by reading glasses
only. All of this is prelude to one more apology
from me for the long delay between issues. I
hope that such delays do not happen again.
On February 11, 2005, there was a special presentation of the stamp issued to commemorate the “successful cloning of human
embryonic stem cells” by a Korean professor,
Hwang Woo-suk of Seoul National University.
The Summer, 2005, issue of Korean Stamp Review said that this event was “a most brilliant,
phenomenal achievement that has surely enhanced national prestige of Korea a step higher” (p. 4). How embarrassing, then, to discover
that the story was fraudulent. Can you imagine
having a stamp that celebrates your lack of integrity?

The November 7, 2005, issue of Linn’s
(p. 19) contains a full page buy ad for Republic
of Korea stamps from Edward Younger Co.
This is always a good sign of the demand for
the stamps of such a country. One interesting
observation is that there are very few offers to
buy used stamps, suggesting that there is not
much excess demand for such stamps. The early stamps tend to be in the 30-40% of Scott’s
range, but some (e.g., 209, 210, 212, as a
group, actually exceed catalog value). Such an
ad suggests that there may be a need to modify

I am grateful for the wonderful response
to my call for more articles. Our previous authors have been most generous with their time
and knowledge in continuing to share their expertise with us in these pages. However, no
new authors have stepped forward. So, I’m going to try one more bribe to see if I can get you
to respond. If you have not written an article
for KP before, send me an article (preferably
electronically), and I will send you one of the
following, that you choose (first come, first
served). Be sure to include your address. Feel
free to ask for more than one. If extras are
available, I’ll send you more than one.
First is an official cover (Figure 1) from
the DPRK used to send new issue information.
It does not bear any stamps, but it does have
interesting handstamps.
Second is the Catalogue from PHILAKOREA1994 (168 pages).
Third, I have several items from PHILAKOREA2002:
1. Bookmark with Korean stamp attached; in cellophane packaging (3)
2. Wall Posters (2 different, folded)
3. Mascot Stickers (1 page, 1 missing)
4. Program (one page)
5. Guide Book with Program enclosed
6. 2003 Design Contest Flyer (one
page) (2)
7. Bulletin No. 2 (90 pages)
8. Catalogue (184 pages) (4 available)
9. Official Envelopes, large size (3
used, 1 unused)
10. Half-sheets of old definitives, CTO
at the exhibition for distribution to
children (2 types available) (7 half
sheets available)
I hope there is sufficient here to tempt
you and get you to write an article, short or
long; electronic or snail mail; typed or handwritten. I’ll take what you have to offer. KP
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Figure 1: DPRK Official Cover, Unstamped, Reduced
mer in Seoul at the Olympic Park Hotel, which
is walking distance from where I live! It was
an all-too-brief reunion, but it was wonderful to
be able to get caught up. It was hard to decide
[Ed. The following was written during
who had done more traveling. I still have not
the Fall of 2005.]
had a chance to meet with any of our Korean
members, but I hope that will change soon!
It is hard to believe that it has already
been more than a year since I
It was with great sadness that I read in
arrived in Seoul last August
the Korean press of the passing of one of our
earliest members, Dr. Paul Crane. Long before
President’s Notes
I learned that he had been a member of KSS, I
Peter M. Beck
had read his seminal introduction to Korean
culture, Korean Patterns, back in the late
(2004) as the director for the
1980s. I recall reading an early issue of KSS in
International Crisis Group’s
which he suggested that the origin of the post
Northeast Asia office. I seem
office named “Gwendoline,” located in the
to be attracted to overly-demanding jobs (and
British mining town of Eunsan a century ago,
children) that leave me precious little time for
was that British miners heard the locals remy favorite hobby, Korean stamps! For that I
ferred to Stonehenge-like dolmen in the area in
can only offer my sincere apology to KSS
Korean as “koindol,” which sounded a bit like
members for not being able to give the society
the name “Gwendoline.” The blue cancel is
the time that it deserves. Now that we have all
one of my favorites, regardless of whether the
survived some very lean times, I will do my
story is true or not! I trust that KP will include
best to rededicate myself to advancing the ina full write-up of Dr. Crane’s fascinating life.
terests of KSS!
KSS Members Coming and Going:
One of the KSS highlights of the year for me
was being able to meet Gary McLean last sum-

Philatelic Finds: The fleeting time I
have had for philatelic finds has been largely
reserved for Korean Kingdom/empire cancels.
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I have found several small-town cancels, including one of my new favorites, Onyang
(Chungcheong-do), which, as the name implies,
is famous for its hot springs, which I sampled
many moons ago with my wife. Unfortunately,
I have not learned how to find interesting philatelic items in Seoul yet, particularly since the
Seoul Central Post Office was torn down to put
up a gleaming new building.
Fortunately, I was able to visit another
philatelic Mecca—the huge stamp store in
Pyongyang! I made my first trip to Pyongyang
in October and had the good fortune of staying
at the Koryo Hotel, which is located next to the
stamp store. The stamp store is the only place I
was allowed to walk alone. The extensive displays were matched by a massive inventory of
stamps in metal drawers covering an entire
wall. What amazed me most was that the clerk
could find any stamp that I asked for within
seconds, even if I was asking for stamps by
theme rather than by number or year. Prices
were for the most part reasonable, with sheets
of new mint stamps for less than a dollar.

Travels: I have just survived a particularly brutal patch of travel that found me in a
different part of the world or Korea every week
for almost two months, and in between I was
teaching classes at Yonsei and Ewha Universities. The International Crisis Group is a Brussels-based NGO focusing on crisis prevention
and resolution through rigorous field research
and advocacy, so I have found myself traveling
all around Asia, Europe, and the United States.
We have published four reports so far
(available
at
our
web
site,
www.crisisgroup.org) and are currently finishing up two more reports on China and North
Korea and on the territorial and history disputes
between Japan, China, and Korea, so my travels in Asia have ranged from Ulleung-do
(trying to get to Dok-do) to the Korean Autonomous Region in China, including Mt. Baekdu,
which has appeared on many a North Korean
(and a few South Korean) stamp. My first trip
to North Korea was last fall to visit the Diamond Mountains. The trip to Pyongyang was
to see the Arirang Festival and the sights of
Pyongyang. It has been amazing to see so
many of my stamps come to life, but travel in

North Korea can be very frustrating.
Family: Our daughter, Julia, is now
almost four. She is thriving in Korea and now
speaks Korean almost as well as English. My
wife’s adjustment back to Korea has been a bit
more difficult. Ten years in the United States
really spoiled her. We have an apartment right
next to the entrance to the Olympic Park (also
on a number of South Korean stamps!), and I
try to take Julia there for long walks once or
twice a week. We were just there this afternoon to enjoy the waning colors of autumn.
My office is located a short walk from
Kwanghwa-mun, a straight shot on the subway
(Line 5).
I would like to wish you and yours all
the best as the holidays approach, and good
health and good fortune in the new year! KP

Letters to the Editor
Korean Collector Booklets
[Ed. Addressed to our webmaster, Harry
Penn]
Guess what??? I have found a bonanza
of missing booklets!!! I have:
KPC #1603 (Scott #1591)
KPC #1616 (Sc #1580)
KPC #1617 (Sc #1609)
KPC #1618 (Sc #1610)
KPC #1619 (Sc #1611)
KPC #1620 (Sc #1612)
Note that KPC #1603 is date of issue
7/2/90 and contains a pane of 10 (5x2) of the
150W white porcelain jar with all 4 sides perf
and the generic cover (used subsequently) with
"Brief History of the Korean Postal Service"
on the inside of the cover. KPC #1616 also
contains a pane of 10 (5x2) of the 50W cart
housed in the generic cover. All the others are
strips of 4.
I think Scott should list the booklet
pane of 20 (#1591a) as 3 sides perfed. Speaking of the #1591a, I noticed on the back that
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there is a number in the upper right corner of
the cover. I have multiple copies of the booklet
and have #2 and #5 in the corner. Also, #1727a
(400won) airplane booklet has the same thing. I
have #3 and #4 in the corner of my booklets. Is
there any significance to the numbers? Are
they different printings? If so, how many numbers were printed in the corners?
Stewart Steres
[Ed. Harry Penn responded:]

In July, 1996, with the release of its
1996 Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue,
Scott expanded its definitive stamp listing from
Sc #1723, 1743 (in 1995), to Sc #1717 through
1744A. Below the issued date remarks, it included this comment, "Five booklets exist with
blocks of different colors at the top of the
booklet cover. The blocks of color match color
bars printed in the selvage of the attached
booklet pane." This remark was obviously directed to Sc #1725a, Booklet pane of 20, 130
won, Narcissus Flower, issued 08-20-94, Booklet issued 02-28-95, (which was later renumbered to Sc #1720).
Working with my new issue provider, I
ended up with six copies of this booklet, showing five colors. (To the right of the color bar at
the top of the selvage (the same color as is on
the outside booklet corner), is a circle of the
same color, with numbers 1 through 5). I subsequently purchased 3 booklets of the "Celadon
Pitcher," 930 won, stamp issued 03-1195,
Booklet issued 03-20-95. I have the colors:
Brown #1, Dark Blue #4, & Black #5. After the
above waste of money, I quit worrying about
booklet corner and selvage colors. However, I
did peruse all the booklets issued in 1994, and,
although there are no colors shown on the outside of their covers; the inside stamp panes all
have color bars and color circles with numbers.
Below is the URL for Woo-Moon.com:
http://new.woomoon.com/english/stamp.html?
g_cacd2=Z120&g_cacd3=Z616&g_caenm2=F
ull%20Sheets&g_caenm3=Booklets.
Color Change in Sc #479?

Joel Henderson (see Letters to the Editors in 50(2), p. 4) stimulated me to investigate
my stock of Sc#479 or KPC #C255.
Joel’s question on Scott #479 moved
me to look over my stock of this stamp. I was
in Korea when that stamp was issued and for
years afterwards, and I did not run into that color of grey-blue. Also, I wonder on the basis of
how many stamps you claim the color change.
A full sheet of stamps or a real good block of
the stamps would be pretty good evidence of a
color change.
My personal feeling is that you have a
sun-blasted stamp regardless of gum or lack of
gum. I have in the past sun-blasted some Korean stamps to see what happens, and if your supply of the stamp is adequate, you might sunblast one of your #479 to see if it changes to
grey-blue. Put the stamp in clear plastic, tape it
to the window, and let the sun blast it for two
or three months and see what color change has
occurred. Keep observing the stamp as the
days go by.
Lyman Hale
Syracuse, NY
Ruminations on Korean Municipals
If I were going to write an article on
Korean municipals (see Ross article in 50(2),
pp. 10-12), I would probably entitle it,
"Municipals--The Mt. Everest of Korean Philately." Then I would probably make the dire
prediction that there will never be a catalogue
that is complete in this field. I would be willing to say this because the municipal field of
stamps is so vast.
If all of the major cities have their own
municipals, then how big or taxing does a city
have to be before it can have its own municipal
stamps? Do the provinces have their own
stamps? Do the myungs, the dongs, and the
ups have their own stamps? What about older
or discontinued issues? Are there any samples
of the issues? How many were printed? How
near or far away was the printer of the
stamps? What kind of printing was done? How
many variations in paper are there? Are they
perforated or hyphenated? For what type of
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business were the stamps used? When the municipals were cancelled, what information was
in the cancelling strike?
I can't be sure of the name or the
spelling, but was it Matt Tarkington who wrote
on Korean municipals several years ago and
with illustrations? I thought then it was an awfully good start but that it made only a small
dent in a very large field. I very badly wanted
information on municipals while I was there in
Korea, but the need for much travel as well as
the need to write many letters and sending
checks or money orders in small amounts was
too much of a challenge for me.
It is amazing to me that more Koreans
themselves have not jumped on the wagon of
collecting municipals. It seems like a gold
mine to me if someone would start supplying
municipals to collectors in the States.
I hope you have been able to get as
much information as possible from some of
your Korean students about the municipals you
have, and, if any had any background in philately, they might have been of tremendous
help. Even some of their parents might have
been able to send sets to you and be rewarded
for their efforts.
I'll be tremendously interested to see
what you have collected when that comes out,
and I hope that, when new information comes
out, it can always be centralized and available
in one place or source.
What is the best term for the seals that
show a tax has been paid but are nondenominational. The customs department had
them in four different colors, and then there
were the seals that went with hard and soft
drinks, as well as seals for medicines and cigarettes, etc. Then there was the group that had a
picture of the item in the right half of the stamp
and Hangul writing in the left half. These came
in different colors, and I sure wanted samples
of the different ones. Pictures that I have seen
in the right half of the stamp/seal have been
electric fan, grand piano, guitar, and fluorescent light bulbs, and I wondered how far the
list went. What an unexplored field!!! Then
there were the denominational tax stamps that

were used on passports. Have one of those on a
whole passport.
Lyman Hale
Syracuse, NY
[Ed. response:]
Perhaps the article you are thinking of
was written by our own William Collyer some
time ago in The American Revenuer. And then
there was the reprint published in the last issue
from a later issue of TAR.
In the U.S.A. and Canada, the nondenominated stamps used to show that a tax has
been paid are, I believe, referred to as “Tax
Paid” stamps.
Actually, about three years ago, with the
help of a large group of Korean students, we
wrote to every city and province in Korea, including dongs and ups (we were able to get a
listing of these from the Central Revenue Office). These were all written in Korean, but we
heard back from just a few. Those who did answer indicated that they were all using meters
now instead of stamps. Two did send stamps
from their archives, but there wasn't much.
I don't know how much credibility to
give to this conclusion, as the Federal government in many of its divisions and departments is
still using stamps. But your questions are excellent, and for someone with the time (and the
language - and, I suspect, the financial resources), this could prove to be a wonderful detective story!
Status of DPRK in Scott’s
[Ed. I inquired about when the listing of DPRK
in Scott’s would be up to date.]
We cannot list the new issues until we
catch up with the listings of the older issues.
Associate Editor Bill Jones is working on adding more listings right now. How much can be
accomplished this year will depend on time
available, but we will definitely make considerable progress. It is doubtful, however, that we
will catch up to the present time in this season
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alone. It could well take a couple of more years
for that to happen. At that point, new issues
will be listed as they are for all other countries.
James Kloetzel, Editor
Scott’s Stamp Catalogue
More on Postal Stationery of DPRK
I noticed an article by P. Kevin MacKeown in the May issue of KP, titled “Unrecorded
Postal Stationery from North Korea.” In it, he
mentions a "Pyongyang published Korean Postal Stationery & Maxicard Catalogue.”
I am a new member of the society and
have not heard of that publication. Since I collect postal stationery, I would like to find out
how one may obtain a copy of it. Perhaps such
information was published in an earlier issue of
KP? If so, I certainly would appreciate if you
would let me know. If not, I would like to contact Mr. MacKeown directly and ask the same
question, but I do not know his address (email
or postal) and would appreciate it if you could
provide that for me. Or, if anonymity is desired, perhaps you could forward this email to
him.
Wayne Menuz
San Jose, CA
[Kevin Mackeown responded:]
The catalogue was reviewed in KP,
February, 2000 (46:1). No price was stated, but
I imagine $25 in bills would be enough to get it
(sometimes available on E-bay) from,
Korea Stamp Corporation, Yonggwang St.,
Central District, Pyongyang, DPRK.
Of course, from Hong Kong, it is no
problem to send cash by registered mail anywhere (and my several sendings to Pyongyang
encountered no problem), but I don't know
about the USA! Perhaps it would be better to
have it sent from elsewhere.
There is a stamp shop here that used to
sell the catalogue (but its opening hours are erratic). The next time I'm in those parts I'll
check it out, but I can't make any commitment.

Virtual <http://www.japhila.cz/hof/> International Philatelic Exhibition EXPONET
The internet address, www.japhila.cz/,
includes a permanent, international, noncompetitive exhibition named EXPONET. It is
intended as a public display of high quality exhibits of all philatelic areas and time periods
and all languages. The aim of the organizers of
EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality exhibits so as to facilitate
on-line study for visitors throughout the world.
We do not intend to compete with traditional
classical exhibits, but rather to enable on-line
viewing to everybody, regardless of distance,
and thus take part in the support and propagation of philately.
We turn to you with a request for support of this project in your geographic territory.
We will be grateful for every form of support
or calling attention to EXPONET, and particularly for helping bring exhibitors to this showcase. Your support will be key to our efforts,
since you are the country's prime philatelic representative.
Technical specifications for scanning
complete album pages are:
1. Separating 18,7 mil colors
2. Quality: 300 dpi
3. Minimum image width: 900 pixels
Numbered pages in format .tif or .jpg,
burnt on CD, are to be sent to: Mr. Milan
Cernik, P.O. Box 243, CZ - 160 41 Prague 6,
Czech Republic. We look forward to working
with you! And many thanks to collectors who
send us their exhibits.
Bret Janik, e-mail: janik@japhila.cz.
[Ed. This is a very interesting site. I think it has
great potential. There are no Korean exhibits
yet posted. Check it out and see if you want to
change this situation!]
Is This Real?
The following figure is from Corbitts
(Newcastle) auction, identified as North Korea
SS-1158. Can anyone tell us if it is genuine or
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uary, I want to half retire and devote more time
to my hobbies. So I decided to move to Japan.

Greg Todd

[Robin Ko, robinphila@hotmail.com, responded:]
This is a genuine sheetlet, but only
printer's waste. Lately, DPRK's printer's waste
started to show up in the stamp market, and I
bought some, too, through the DPRK post
agent in Beijing in China.
[And the reply back from Greg:]
THANK YOU............This is exactly
what I had begun to think through correspondence with a Polish guy. He said they were
about on the Eastern European market (Czech),
too. Bless you for your help.
Hasegawa to Move to Japan
I am going to move to Nagoya in July
or August of this year. As I closed my restaurant
in
Jan-

I have already published the Japanese
specialized revenue catalogue in color and will
be publishing Dr. Hall's Christmas seals in
June or July. Then I will plan to publish more
specialized catalogues, about 3-4 every year. I
have a list of a dozen of these catalogues and
am working on these every day.
When I settle in Nagoya, I will not only
sell through eBay, but also Yahoo and Korea's
auction plus store to sell on the Internet. So, I
will be more active and will try to record as
much as I can for future students.
I hope to visit Korea four to six times a
year and will be getting touch with both dealers and collectors as before. I will move into a
single house in Nagoya City. It is a large house
with nine rooms in two stories with a separate
storage area and a nice Japanese garden.

SS-1158 Printer’s Waste, DPRK
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Anyway, I hope to start my business in
September. My next book after Dr. Hall's
Christmas seal catalogue will be the Hibiscus
cancel catalogue and Korea's air letter catalogue that will include different usages, destinations, cancels, etc. So I have many plans to
finish work. Also planned are catalogues of the
Korean local revenues and Korean Empire
medals and orders. I had at one time the best
known collection in my hand, but I sold it to a
Korean collector in the late 90's. But I took
color pictures of it all, so I can still make a nice
catalogue.
I will keep my email address so you can
list it in KP in case anyone wants to contact me
in the future. I will have to discontinue my telephone some time this summer.
By the way, about two weeks ago, I
sold many Korean revenue stamps on eBay,
and many sold for more than my catalogue values. Such high prices were the result of two or
three new collectors battling against each other.
Steve Hasegawa
Stevhase@hotmail.com KP

sign a low value to it. But to give credit where
credit is due, the KPS catalogue has hesitated
to give a value for used SS in most places, as
well as the value of an SS in FDC. Time is
needed to work out some of these values or for
a person who is brave enough to say how much
an item is worth by knowing the market and the
supply.
The KPS is correct in assigning a high
value on some of the used postal stationery, but
here is a shining example of an undervalued
item. Who owns or has even seen a used
"Parcel Postal Card" or PAPC #1? In my 28
years in Korea, I have never seen a used PAPC
#1, and to assign it a value of $1 is to me (and
putting it bluntly) ridiculous. So, how much
value should be assigned to a used PAPC #1?
$30? $50? The market will probably decide.
Now, getting back to samples, to put it
bluntly, I would love to buy everybody’s samples at half the value of the used stamp, and I
gladly make that offer. I will say it loud and
clear. Samples are not common. There is a very
limited supply of them.

In attending a human relations program
some time in the past one of the instructors
taught us that to assume (ass-u-me) is to make
an “ass of you and me.” Unfortunately, there is
much too much assuming in the world of philately, where the facts are not known and an
assumption is made.

When a new stamp comes out, a single
sample stamp may be sent out with that supply
of stamps to that post office. I have
been at a post office when it received a new stamp and seen the
single sample stamp that came
along with the supply. Even if every post office in Korea received
one sample stamp, there indeed
would be few samples. The two
Korean words in Hangul used to indicate sample (pronounced kyung bun) literally mean "the
viewed one," and they are supposed to be put
up in glass covered display cases.

There are enough examples of this in
the stamp world, and clear examples of this
abound when one goes through the KPS catalogue. It is too often assumed that a used stamp
or SS should be priced at a fraction of the mint
value. But if one then goes and tests the market
and tries to get a used one of this or that, it is
then found out that some used items are really
hard to find. If a used stamp is very hard to
find, I don't feel that the catalogue should as-

But what is supposed to be does not
necessarily happen. There may not be a glass
case in which to display anything especially
stamps. And who would come around and complains that the post office is not displaying the
stamps? Actually to see any displayed sample
stamps is kind of rare. Probably most sample
stamps go into the postmaster's notebook.
Some might even get sold over the counter to
be used as postage. I am reminded that I have

More on Sample Stamps of Korea
Lyman Hale
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one envelope that has a sample stamp on it.
If post offices get only one sample
stamp and not all post offices get sample
stamps, then we have to conclude that samples
are a little hard to come by. In my years in Korea I never hesitated to buy samples when I saw
them, but there were few to be had, and it is
one branch of philately that has not as yet blossomed.
Mint stamps were the only way to collect. At stamp exhibits you rejoiced when there
was a display of some philatelic branch other
than mint stamps. Samples usually came in two
forms: beat up and faded or good condition
with probably ruined gum--the first from being
pasted and faded in a glass fronted display case
and the second type from coming out of the
postmaster’s drawer, either in loose condition
or having been pasted down. I have never seen
a full run of regular/definitive set of stamps in
sample form. Everything has been scattered
and hit and miss.
In Seoul's best stamp store at that time,
I asked about sample stamps on one occasion.
The answer was a little thought provoking; the
gist of it was this--"If you want sample stamps,
you or I can have a chop made and start stamping all the samples we want." Two important
thoughts come out of that statement. One is that
the idea of collecting sample stamps was a
thing of little interest, and the second point is
that counterfeiting sample stamps would be an
easy thing to do. And that is very true. I would
get very suspicious if I started to see large
quantities of sample stamps. And I would very
carefully have to compare the overprints with a
real one--checking for spacing, configuration of
the Hangul characters, the ink, and how it was
applied to the paper.
I never like to pay much for a stamp
and am always looking for a bargain. Although
I wouldn't want to pay $10 for a sample Korean
stamp, I am of the very strong conviction that
any sample stamps coming out before 1990 are
worth $10 at least.
Hale has spoken again. Thanks for listening or reading. KP

Peter Beck, North East Asia Director
International Crisis Group
I led a group of five reporters and photographers to North Korea from 14-18 October
2005 (for photos of our trip, click on http://
news.search.yahoo.com/news/search?
p=krause&ei=UTF-8&c=news_photos). While
we did not have any formal meetings and were
subjected to a full range of grotesque monuments and memorials, the visit afforded my
first glimpse of Pyongyang and even a few unsupervised interviews with North Koreans, two
foreign ambassadors, and officials from the
World Food Program. It was both the most fascinating and frustrating trip I have ever made as
we were constantly battling with our minders to
interact with ordinary North Koreans. On the
bright side, I had a full range of discussions
with our four minders. No subject or opinion
was off limits, and they were all ears for what I
had to say. Pyongyang appears to be politically
stable, and the economy is showing signs of
stirring.

Stalinism on Steroids: If nothing else,
viewing the Arirang synchronized mass games,
which prompted the invitation and involved
100,000 performers and card turners, and the
obligatory statues and exhibitions brought
home the fact that the North Korean regime has
raised Stalinism to a level that would make
even Mao’s Gang of Four blush. A visit to the
Children’s Palace confirmed that indoctrination
begins almost the moment a child leaves the
crib. It is unclear to what extent the public believes that their “eternal president,” Kim Ilsung, is the god that he is depicted to be, but at
least one of our minders was a true believer.
She flew into a rage when a member of our
group refused to put flowers at the foot of
Kim’s statue. Murals and red slogans were
everywhere. My favorite was, “We are happy.”
Yet, the city did not seem as oppressive or unhappy as I had expected. The military presence
in the city appeared light, and it was easy to
make North Koreans laugh by announcing that
I was an “American Imperialist.” This does not
appear to be a regime on the verge of collapse
anytime soon.

Page 11

Korean Philately

August, 2005, Vol. 50, No. 3

The Economy Stirs: Our minders refused to take us to even the showcase Tongil
(Unification) Market or the Gaeseong Industrial Complex--the very symbols of the slow turn
to market forces and foreign investment, and
did their best to keep us away from the kiosks
that have sprung up on many street corners
over the past few years, but sneaking out of the
hotel one evening, I was able to chat with the
operators of two kiosks and buy some food and
drinks from them. A glass of delicious berry
juice was just under two cents (W50 at the current unofficial exchange rate of W2700/$),
while a red bean bun was ten cents. The kiosks have provided jobs particularly for women laid off during the collapse of the industrial
sector in the 1990s. One older woman told me
she was forced to come out of retirement and
open a kiosk a few months ago to help her husband make ends meet, but she also told me
with great pride about her daughter performing
in the mass games. During a 200-mile trek into the countryside to view some of the 200,000
gifts daddy and junior have received (the
world’s greatest memorial to kitsch and the
future site of the mother of all garage sales),
after much pleading we were allowed to interview farmers and “volunteers” from the city
brought in to help with the harvest. The farmers were anticipating a much better harvest
than last year and blamed their past hardships
on “American imperialists.” Farmers were
dressed better than their Chinese counterparts,
but there were few signs of machinery in use,
other than a sound truck blaring a patriotic
song about a tireless worker.
Even though it was Sunday, smoke was
spewing from several factories. There were no
blackouts during our visit and the massive
apartment blocks were reasonably lit. The
economy appears to have at least stabilized.
There were also signs of a widening gap between the rich and the average North Korean,
dilapidated trams were generally packed, and
many Koreans could be seen walking great distances, while Mercedes and late-model VW
Passats could also be seen on nearly empty
streets. On a few corners, I could see women
squatting and selling cigarettes from small
satchels on the pavement. It reminded me of
my first visit to China in the mid-1980s.

China Syndrome: Products from China were abundant at the one department store
we were allowed to visit, although it was a
store at which only foreigners and wealthy Koreans could afford to shop. A foreigner residing in Pyongyang has observed a flood of Chinese goods into the border town of Shineuiju,
with prices very close to those in the Chinese
City of Dandong across the river. These same
goods undergo a 300% markup when sold in
Pyongyang. In addition to transportation costs,
a range of officials and soldiers must be bribed
along the way. This same foreigner regularly
sees dozens of Chinese businessmen in Pyongyang. Our host, Choi Jong-hun, of the Committee for Cultural Cooperation, complained
bitterly about the American crackdown on
banks in Macao doing business with North Korea. “This shows the contradictory nature of
the Bush Administration’s North Korea policy.
One moment they are negotiating with us, the
next we are subjected to this.” One foreign
resident on 16 October suggested that Choi’s
frustrations were well-founded. The North
Korean financial system may have experienced
a shock in late September due to the crackdown. During a visit to a film studio, our host
animator, Choe Hae-ok, proudly told of the
first China-North Korea jointly financed movie
that was in the process of being released
throughout Asia. Each side had invested
$400,000 in the production. Along with South
Korea, China has emerged as a critical lifeline
for North Korea. Only time will tell if the tentative reforms and opening will take hold. KP

An Update on
Korean Revenue Stamps
Stephen Hasegawa

Since writing my last article on Korean
revenue stamps in KP, I have discovered a half
dozen new revenue stamps. This article provides an update based on these new discoveries
over the past five or so years. The numbers referenced are from my new catalog (see the review of the new catalog elsewhere in this issue).
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and JK7, these two stamps have been determined to be forged overprints on the 3 Rin and
3 Sen stamps. (See Figure 1.) These revenue
stamps were discovered in Japan in 1990 and
listed in the catalog of the Korean Standard
Coins, Bank Notes and Stamps Catalogue. But
I have found that, in March, 1993, a detailed
study by a few experts in Japan came to the
conclusion that these stamps had forged overprints. Therefore, there are only ten overprint
issues from JK1-JK10, 1 Rin to 5 Yen. Only
two complete sets are known.

Figure 1
Formerly Listed Stamps (JK3, JK7)
Now Deemed to Be Forgeries
2. Newly discovered revenue stamps.
Chung Chong Nam Do 10 Sen Dark Orange,
catalog number CN 4. I assume that a 1 Yen
revenue of this series might exist. Chung
Chong Puk Do 1 Sen, Grayish Blue, #CP1. A 5
Sen might exist, but it has not been seen. CP69 are newly discovered. These were discovered
in 2005. (See Figure 2.)

Figure 3, KR60A, Hangul Value Colored
4. So called Passport stamps have still
not been discovered in any number in either
mint or used condition. I have listed these from
my copy of the Korean Government Specimen
record book. Because these are available officially only in used condition, only a very few
copies are likely available in mint, and I do not
know how scarce these are, I priced them at
just $25 used and $50 mint at this time. I think
that there may be as many as 10,000’s that exist within passports, but how many of these
will pass on to a collector? So the availability
is very small.
5. I have listed all known North Korean
revenue stamps in the new catalog. I will be
revising the catalogue to incorporate any new
discoveries in my next edition, so please let me
know if you have any revenues that are not
listed.
6. Since this catalogue is printed by
computer, there are only a few copies in stock.
Anyone who wants a copy should order right
away before it is sold out.
7. I am working on Dr. Sherwood
Hall’s Christmas and New Year seals of Korea
(1932-1940); this includes all known seals,

Figure 2, New Discoveries (CN4, CP1)
3. The most important discovery has
been KR60A, 10 Won, Dark Olive revenue
stamp. So far, only 3 used copies are known.
The difference between this stamp and KR60
is that the Hangul value is colored instead of
intaglio. I think only a very small number were
printed before it was changed to KR60. So far,
I have not seen any copy in any collection in
the world. So it is worth checking your own
collection. (See Figure 3.)

sheets, booklets, postcards, envelopes, bonds,
posters, announcements, calendars, etc. There
are many items that are newly listed. This is
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also the result of over 35 years of research. It
will be available in early July. KP

The Standard Catalog of Korean Revenue Stamps
A Listing of Korean Government Bonds
by Stephen J. Hasegawa
Reviewed by Gary N. McLean

This 79-page combined catalogue of Korean revenues and a list of
Korean Government bonds was self-published
via computer in 2005. It is spiral plastic bound
with heavy front and back covers and standard
white paper. According to the author’s introduction:
It has been over 35 years since I started
to collect the Revenue Stamps of Korea.
My first catalog describing these Revenue Stamps was prepared in 1981, but
was never published.
Then
in 1998, my
old
friend in Korea,
Mr. DOUK
IN
OH,
asked
me to
prepare the
Revenue Stamps
section
of the Korean
Standard
Stamp Catalogue. This catalog was published in 1998. My section on the Revenue Stamps of Korea, illustrated in color, was the first published description in
history of these very interesting stamps.
I have published the present, more comprehensive catalog to provide an up-todate description of Korean Revenue
Stamps…Also included in this catalog is
a listing of Korean Government Bonds.
It is the first such published catalog list
of these documents.

At the beginning of each of the two
parts of the catalogue, a checklist is provided. I
really like this feature. It creates a very easy
way to maintain one’s inventory without damaging the actual catalogue pages, as I have
done in the past. The printing is also very nicely done. All illustrations are clear and in full
color. Some of the illustrations of documents
are a little difficult to see because of the difficulty of copying the brown backgrounds. I also
really like the inclusion of additional illustrations—of documents, multiples, and varieties.
Even collectors who have never spent much
time working with revenues will find the catalogue easy to use, and identifying stamps will
also be relatively easy. I also appreciate the
illustration of imprint types. There are some
typographical and language errors, but I do not
find them to be too distracting.
Local issues under Japanese Occupation are shown, but that is the limit of locals or
municipals. As Hale stated earlier in this issue
in the Letters to the Editor, providing such in
any kind of complete inventory would be difficult, if not impossible. However, it would be
nice to pull together what we do know about
this intriguing field. Perhaps in Hasegawa’s
next edition, or as he suggests in the Letters to
the Editor, in an upcoming catalogue, we can
hope to see the beginning of this process.
I happen to have a copy of Hasegawa’s
1981 unpublished catalogue, and it is interesting to compare the prices between the two catalogues. I own 6 of the 7 stamps in the first set
issued, used, printed 1905-1907 under the Korean Empire. Under the 1981 catalog, this set
was worth $122 with two stamps (#6-7) unpriced. Today, the first five stamps are catalogued at $140, a fairly small change, but the
two stamps that were unpriced are now priced
at $200 and $250. In that same set, mint, three
stamps were listed as Unknown, and only two
were priced. Today, only the last stamp in the
set is listed as unknown in mint, and all are
priced. Throughout, the prices appear to be appropriate, given what such stamps, when they
do occur in auction (especially, eBay) realize.
I don’t know much about the bonds,
and it does appear that this is a first effort to
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bring these together. Bonds are also nicely illustrated. They are not priced, however, but a general rarity scale is used.
Anyone interested in Korean revenue
stamps will find this catalogue a “must have.”
For those interested only in the revenues (or only in the bonds), each part can be ordered for
$35.00 each plus $4.00 P & H. The price for the
combined issue is $60.00 plus $5.00 domestic.
P&H for overseas orders will be higher. Sample
pages can be checked out at hamchan's store on
eBay. KSS members can order a copy directly
from Steve Hasegawa, PO Box 40610, San
Francisco, CA 94140. E-mail can be used at stevhase@hotmail.com. KP

North Korean Stamps by Night Train
Baiyin Yang and Gary N. McLean

After returning to his native country
(PRC) to teach this past spring, one of my colleagues, Dr. Baiyin Yang, presented me with
five folders of North Korean stamps. While all
folders had the same cover (see Figure 1 for
front cover, Figure 2 for back cover, and Figure
3 for inside cover), the stamps inside were all
different. I will say more about the contents
Figure 1: Front Cover of Folder, Reduced

Figure 3: Illustrations from Inside Cover Pages
of Folder, Reduced
later. Knowing that there was an interesting story behind the acquisition of the folders, I asked
him to share his story with the readers of KP.
Here is his story.
“I was traveling from Jinan (the capital
of Shandong Province) to Beijing last spring. I
took a night train in order to catch a morning
flight in Beijing back to the USA. It sounds
quite strange, but there are no early morning
flights between major cities in China. I didn’t
know why this was so, and only realized the
reason after this travel experience. For most
Chinese, traveling via airplane is still a luxury.
In addition, traveling via train is a comfortable
and convenient way to get from one city to another. Compared with the airplane, traveling via
train means more space and more time to do
some activities that would not be possible on
the plane, such as socialization and even business. In fact, there are many train schedules that
allow you to leave one city in the evening and
arrive at the destination the next morning.
Sleeping in the first-class cabin in a train is
much more comfortable than taking a first class
flight.
“I got on the train and began to chat
with my travel mate in the same compartment. I
want to chat with people whenever I travel to
satisfy my curious mind. Sometimes I find that I
am more knowledgeable than some native people on some local social and economic issues,
such as the price of vegetables and local unemployment status.

Figure 2: Back Cover of Folder, Reduced

“While we were talking, waiting to
board the train, a service person came over who
wanted to sell all kinds of goods, ranging from
popular magazines to collectible items, such as
coins and stamps. I do not collect any of these
items, but I really wanted to have a conversation and to know more about local circumstances. So I looked at as many items as possible and
even began bargaining the price on a few items
I selected. I bargained a lot in order to extend
the conversation. Finally, I selected a cute toy
for my daughter and one Korean stamp folder. I
knew that one of my colleagues has a tie with
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did not look good. The sales person was more
than happy to get a new one for me, and it took
her only a few minutes to bring several new
ones. As many were different, I bought five
folders from her, and she kept the handled one.

Korea and thought that he would love stamps
from
North
Korea.
The
final
price
was
almost
half
of the
original
one!
That
was
a
good
deal.

“I acknowledged that I should pay her
for learning a lot about the local customs and
some human resource practices (my area of expertise). So when she got back, I paid her the
full price of all items I bought (as I recall, 150200 RMB = about $20-25). She was very surprised and did not want to accept it. I told her
my reason--that I had learned something during
this business transaction, and it was all right for
me to pay full price. She had already sensed
that people who traveled by first class must be
rich, either a business person or an intellectual.
She asked an important question: ‘What could I
teach you guys?’ I told her that everyone has
certain kinds of knowledge, and that there is
something to learn from every occasion; we
develop ourselves as we learn.”
Each folder contains a different souvenir sheet (but from the same set) (see Figure 4),
but the twofold folder contained stamps that
were randomly inserted and were not part of
any set or year or any other rationale (see Figure 5). It was as if the sole goal was to fill the
folder with stamps.
I am very appreciative of this thoughtful
gift from my colleague and friend. How could
one possibly come across such interesting potpourri of stamps without such serendipitous
interactions?!
Figure 4:
Folder Page with Souvenir Sheet, Reduced

When we did the exchange, I realized that the
stamp folder had been touched many times and
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Figure 5:
Folder Page with Random Stamps, Reduced KP
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North Korea Postal
Stationery Proofs

stand. The catalogue numbers referred to are
those of my own catalogue with bracketed figures referring to the DPRK produced tome.

Greg Todd
(Toddytripzinc@aol.com)
A.I.E.P. (Association Internationale des Experts en
Philatelie).

Greg & Anabelle Todd

In 1997, I published privately in a limited edition of 150 copies the Catalogue of
North Korean Postal Stationery 1947-1961.
This has since been somewhat superseded by
the DPRK publishing their own version of this
catalogue, in the process of which they, let us
say, inadvertently, stole much of my information, and, indeed, some of the photographs
of my own material were used in their catalogue.
Since that time, there have been a few
finds of new items of the period 1953-1961,
the period of the splendid propaganda illustrated cards. However, this article focuses entirely
on a recent purchase made in September, 2005,
at Stampex, London's leading philatelic show,
where DPRK archive proofs were purchased at
my

Todd #53 (DPRK 53) (See Figure 1.)
Archive proof with bromide sepia photograph (67mm x 83mm) of DPRK soldiers on roof hunting aircraft at left as
used for the issued 5wn pale steel blue
on white card, the flagpole being additionally shaded for further depth. The
issued card's illustration (in blue)
measures 59mm x 73mm. The inscriptions, in black, are also larger in the
proof. The stamp area in the proof
measures 25mm x 34 mm; the issued
Order of Honour 5wn design is 17mm
x 27mm. The file handstamp is dated
23 January 1958. The earliest known
usage is 7 September 1958 at Pyongyang (Todd collection).

Figure 1: Todd #53, Proof
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#55 (DPRK 56) (See Figures 2 and
3 for front and reverse views.)
Archive proof with bromide sepia photograph (60mm x 72mm) at left as used
for the issued 5wn pale steel blue on
white card where the illustrated area
measured 58mm x 70mm. The flag is
picked out in 'Chinese White' paint, and
inscriptions are in black. Some additional relief to the picture was added in
ink for depth. The inscriptions are inscribed in black ink, the stamp area at
right with dashed lines (20mm x
27mm), the issued card being 17mm x
27mm. The reverse of the card has a
violet file handstamp dated 23rd January 1958. The earliest known usage is 7
September 1958 at Pyongyang (Todd
collection).
Todd #56 (DPRK 54) (See Figure 4 for the
proof, and Figure 5 for the copy, as
issued.)
Archive proof with bromide sepia photograph (76mm x 72mm) at left, issued

size 72mm x 68mm. The proof also has
taped (overset with glassine) black
proof of the stamp design as issued in
size but with much greater background
detail, especially in the cross-hatching
under the wreath and above the value
tablets. The reverse again shows the
file handstamp in violet dated 23rd January 1958. The earliest known usage is
7 September 1958 at Pyongyang (Todd
collection).
Todd #57 (DPRK 57) (See Figure 6.)
Archive proof with bromide sepia photograph (76mm x 63mm) at left, issued
size 74mm x 63mm. The illustration of
a naval cruiser on issued card in pale
blue is much reduced in definition in
comparison to the proof that has clear
cloud covering. The stamp area (20mm
x 28mm) on the proof, on the issued
card, measured larger (18mm x 29mm)
than the stamps on the rest of the set of
six cards. The reverse with file handstamp in violet is dated 23rd January

Figure 2: Todd #55 Proof, Front
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Figure 3: Todd #55 and #56 Proofs, Reverse

Figure 4: Todd #56, Proof

Page 20

August, 2005, Vol. 50, No. 23

Korean Philately

Figure 5: Todd #56, As Issued

Figure 6: Todd #57, Proof
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1958. The earliest known usage is 7
September 1958 at Pyongyang (Todd
collection).
Unissued Proofs. (See Figures 7-10 for front
and reverse views of both proofs.)
Archive proofs (2) of unaccepted designs, probably for the elusive (I have
never seen or been offered an example
and was surprised by their inclusion in
the DPRK catalogue #60-63). This set
of four was ostensibly issued as a sendoff to the Chinese Volunteers with the
5wn stamp depicting the Diamond
Mountains in black. The first proof features a bromide black and white photograph of a soldier nursing a wounded
comrade with the inscriptions (that
match those on the allegedly issued
cards) in black and Chinese white. The
stamp area measures 21mm x 27mm
(issued size, 18.5mm x 30mm). It is
dated on the reverse 5 May 1958. The
second proof features a bromide black
and white photograph of three children
or young soldiers on an icy slope with
the inscriptions again matching. No

stamp area has been drawn. It is dated
on reverse 19 May 1958 inside the violet file handstamp as utilized on all of
the other proofs noted above.
I will try, as soon as possible, to update
my catalogue through the pages of this wonderful magazine. Certainly the dates given in
the DPRK catalogue are not as accurate as they
appear and are certainly not backed up by any
usages. The Founding of the KPA issue, above,
is stated as being issued on 7 January 1958 and
has not been seen used prior to 7 September.
My thanks, as ever, go to Messrs.
McLean, Maeda, MacKeown and the late John
N. F. Newall.

Figure 7: Todd Unissued Proof #1, Front
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Figure 8: Todd Unissued Proof #1, Reverse

Figure 9: Todd Unissued Proof #2, Front
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Figure 10: Todd Unissued Proof #2, Reverse KP

Library Column
Briefly Mentioned:
McCarty, D. (2005). New issues—Asia. Linn’s
Stamp News, 78(4015), 32, 66.
McCarty, D. (2005). Heat-sensitive ink: vanishing icing, hidden items. Linn’s
Stamp News, 78(4016), 26. (220w,
Happy Birthday, Philatelic Week
stamp)
Contents of Korean Stamp Review, Summer,
2005 (29:2)
A Stamp Collector Should Write Letters on his
own Right
Presentation of Stamp Series Commemorative
for “Successful Establishment of Human Cloned Embryonic Stem Cells
Special”
Premium Lottery Drawing for “Stamp Travel
in Korea”
APPU Seoul Congress
Philatelic Function Celebrating Stamp Issue
for “Celebrate the Rotary Centennial”
Korea-Germany Friendship Stamp Exhibition
Commemorative Stamp Presentation for “Visit

Gyeonggi-Korea 2005”
2005 Stamp Issuance Schedule
Celebrate the Rotary Centennial
Traditional Dye Plants Series (4th)
Visit Gyeonggi-Korea 2005
Information and Communication of the Future
Special
The 100th Anniversary of Korea University
Rotary International and the Korean Rotary
Club
Admiral “Chungmugong” Yi Sun-sin
The First Regular Stamps of The Republic of
Korea (1948-1949)
Korean Cultural Treasures as UNESCO’s
World Heritage IV: “Changdeokgung”
Palace and its Rear Garden II
Commemorative Cancellations of Korea
Contents of Korean Stamp Review, Fall, 2005
(29:3)
Let’s Celebrate our Dream Plants of Philately
The 2005 Korea Philatelic Exhibition
The 9th Asian-Pacific Postal Union Congress
Ancillary Events for the Commemorative
Stamp Issue of Goguryo Series (1st)
The World Stamp Expo “PACIFIC EXPLOR-

Page 24

August, 2005, Vol. 50, No. 23

Korean Philately

ER 2005”
2005 Stamp Issuance Schedule
57th Annual Meeting of the International Whaling Commission Ulsan, 2005
Korean Food Series (5th)
Goguryeo Series (1st)
Philately Week Special
Taking Part in Pacific Explorer 2005: An Exciting and Rewarding Experience
The Bangudae Petroglyphs and the Gray
Whale
“Holbon”: The First Capital of “Goguryeo”
The First Publicity Record for the stamps and
the Stamp-related Items Issued in the
Days of Imperial Korea
“Dokdo,” The Island of Korea
Commemorative Cancellations of Korea KP

South Korea New Issues
(From Linn's Stamp News)

June 15, 2005: Korean Food/Part 5,
four se-tenant 220w stamps, Neobiani (boiled
beef); Bindaetteok (pan-fried ground mung
bean); Jeongol (casserole); Hwajeon (pan fried
rice cake with flower petals). Designer, Hyun
Kim; gravure in sheets of 20, 700,000 sets.
July 1: Goguryeo/Part 1, two 310w
stamps, Armored soldiers on armored horses in
combat; Armored soldier on horseback, sword
with ring with three-leaf shape. Designer, Sojeong Kim; gravure in sheets of 14 (two stamps
at the top and 12 at the bottom), 840,000 sets.
Aug. 1: Definitive, 1,720 won,
Buncheong jar with inland dragon and stamped
design. Designer, Soe-jeong Kim; gravure in
sheets of 50; 2 million.
Aug. 3: Philately Week, 220w, girl decorating cake with "Happy Birthday" (the stamp
is heat sensitive with some color from the
stamp disappearing when touched), Souvenir
sheet, contains two stamps. Designer, Eunkyung Park; gravure in sheets of 15; 1,350,000.
Aug. 12: Korean Liberation 60th Anniversary, 480w, provisional government building and draft of provisional charter; 520w, declaration of independence from Japan; 580w,
Korean Independence fighters taking an oath to
serve their country; 600w, 60th anniversary
emblem; Souvenir sheet, contains the four
stamps. Designer, Kye-sok Yi; gravure in
sheets of 16; 560,000.

Aug. 18: Fusion Culture, 220w, harmony of fork and chopstick from painting by
Kyungjun Kim. Designer, Jae-yong Shin; offset
in sheets of 20; 1.6 million.
(Unless specified, all stamps were printed by Korea Minting & Security Printing.) KP

North Korea New Issues
(From Linn's Stamp News)

April 23, 2005: 48th World Table Tennis Championships, Shanghai, pane of stamps
showing a table tennis paddle, 3 won, table tennis player Pak Yong Sun; 5w, Mao Tse-tung
playing in anti-Japanese base in Yanan; 12w,
player Wang Liqin; 20w, player J.O. Waldner;
30w, player Zhang Yining; 102w, player
Wemer Schlager; 189w booklet, contents not
reported. Designers, Ri Kum Chol, Zhu Zuwei;
40,000 perf sets; 2,000 imperf sets; 3,600 perf
booklets; 500 perf booklets without covers;
1,050 imperf booklets, 50 imperf booklets without covers.
June 1: Fauna (joint issue with Russia),
triptych of two 40w stamps and a central label,
Young sable (Martes zibellina); Korean tiger
(Panthera tigris Altaica); 177w booklet, contents not reported. Designers, An Chol Alexander Povarihin; 70,000 perforated triptychs;
3,000 imperf; 1,000 perf booklets; 500 imperf
booklets and perf booklets without covers; 50
imperf booklets without covers.
June 14: Relics and Remains of Koguryo, pane of four se-tenant stamps, 3w, a general's tomb; 70w, tomb mural depicting dancing
and hunting; 100w, Mount Songsan Fortress;
130w, gilded arrowheads; Souvenir sheet with
97w stamps, monument to the mausoleum of
King Kwanggaetho. Designer, Choe Chol Man;
20,000 sets; 1,000 imperf sets.
(All stamps are multicolor offset, unless
otherwise noted, printed by the Korea Stamp
Corp.) KP
New Members
Gary W. Fentress (#1145)
420 Dabney Lane
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
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Frederic W. Zimmer (#1146)
16 W 650 Crest Avenue
Bensenville, IL 60106-2955
John Hollingshead (#1147)
6672 S. Merleing Loop
Floral City, FL 34436

Country

2000

2001

2002

2003

North Korea

93/55

86/50

87/39

92/31

South Korea

96/53

68/65

123/18

163/6

United States

234/16

299/7

264/4

123/18

Table 2 shows the face value and catalog value for the stamps issued during the applicable year for the two Koreas and the United
States from 2000-2003.

Rejoining

Secretary/Treasurer’s
Report

Table 2
Face and Catalog Values in USD of Stamps Issued by North and South Korea, and the United
States, 2000-2003

John Talmage, Jr.

Michael R. Lavoie (#448)
5364 Fox Hill Drive
Norcross, GA 30092 KP

Country

2002

2003

North Korea

NA

NA

South Korea

24/81

16/63

United States

2003 New-issue Numbers from
Michel-Rundschau
The October 31 issue of Linn’s, as is its
annual practice, reported the 2003 count of
new issues, by country, with face value and
catalog value for the top 25 countries, quoting
from the March, 2005, issue of the Germanpublished Michel-Rundschau. Overall, the survey reports a continuing decline in the number
of stamps published world-wide for the fourth
year in a row.
Table 1 shows trends in the number of
stamps issued for both Koreas, along with the
United States for comparison, from 2000 to the
new 2003 figures.
Table 1
Number of Stamps Issued by and Rank for
North and South Korea, and the United States,
2000-2003

121/249 52/115

Neither Korea was listed in 2000 or
2001 as no country was listed unless it issued
100 stamps minimum.
The worldwide trend is not evident in
any of the three countries, except that the United States did drop dramatically in 2003 compared with earlier years. South Korea, in contrast, has continued to increase, reaching a surprising 6th ranking in 2003 in total number of
stamps issued.
My own bias is that South Korea has
had a solid, developed country policy relative to
its stamp issues. It is clear from these numbers,
however, that this is not an accurate perspective. South Korea is in the mix with countries
like St. Vincent, Liberia, The Gambia, Grenada,
and St. Vincent & Grenadines—the only countries that issued more than South Korea in 2003.
And, in contrast, I have an image of North Korea feeding the philatelic marketplace with topicals, yet one could almost say that it approaches
a conservative stance with its stamp-issuing policies.
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It is also interesting to look at the multipliers applied between face value and catalog
value. While the United States ratio is just over
2:1, the South Korean ratio is almost 4:1. Can
anyone speculate about why these multipliers
are different? KP

number, while the other does not; other differences are obvious from a comparison.

Korean Passport Stamps
in U.S. Dollars in Passport
Gary N. McLean

Hasegawa’s new revenue catalogue
does not include those stamps issued in the
U.S. in U.S. dollars. Figures 1 and 2 illustrate
two such stamps, denominated $10, and contained in my own passport that has now expired
and has been cancelled. The stamps were used
to verify payment of visa fees. One has a serial

Figure 1: Korean Passport Stamp in USD, Serial Number

Figure 2: Korean Passport Stamp in USD, No Serial
Number KP
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